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Determined

2003, working with Bruce Swartz almost exclusively {counter-intelligence and counter-

[Dated | TagrText | Sourcalzy
ToBe Laura Parsky has been since Aprit 2004 end is currently a Deputy Assistant AG in the Criminal | Lauta Parsky
Determined | Division, reporting to the AAG, first Christopher Wray, then John Richter, acting AAG since | Interview 1 at 5:00 -
about May 2005 : 5:00
ToBe | From Naov, 2003 to Apiil, 2004, Laura Parsky was'on a detail to the Nationa! Security Council, | Laura Parsky
Deteroined | waorking on international justics issues there. Tmerview 1 at 10:31
4 To De Laura Parsky served as Counsel 1o the AAG, Criminal Division from June 2002 to November | Laura Parsky

Tuterview f.at 10.53

_ espionage). Michael Chertoff was the e. S R TP
1ToBe "Lanra Pargky said she“interacted witl towards the end of her time ag-counsel, in | Laura Parsky
Determained [ connection with issues at U.S, Naval.Bage Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, with Broce Swartz. Interview 1 at i16:50
| Specifically, slig said the US was getting MLAT (Mutwal Legal Assistance Treaties) requests
for dacuments, possibly detainee interviews, & extradition renvests, re. U.S. Naval Base
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba detaiuees and they worked wimﬁ‘as a linison with
LEGAT's and to get info directly from Federal Bureau of Tavestigation records re. U.S. Naval
_ Bage Guantanamo Bay, Cuba detainees. * .
‘ToBe Laura Parsky said that, toward the end of her time as-Counse], she participated in the National | Laura Pacsky :
‘ Determined | Security Council policy coordinating cominittes meetings. She said she continued to work'on | Interview ! at 23:50 :
t(l:m detainee Policy Coordinating Committes while serving her detail at National Security - 25110
ouncil.
ToBe Laura Parsky said titere was a time wher«1 Imised issues about the effectivenass | Laura Parsky
Determined | of T1.S. Naval Base Guanxg.gamo Bay, Cuba interrogations. She said she had brought this to _Interview fat28:1%
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wartz's sttention, who had caised it with John Bellinger. She said she met with
Bruce Swarts, and others (David Nahmias?) befors communicating the info ina

telephane call to Bellinger -~ to talk through what they were going to tell Joha Bellinger, Lavra
Parsky said the individuals present at the meeting were in her notes. [The notes to which PZ
thi ic ceferring shows a meeting on- 1 1/19/03 among NahmiasD, SwartsB,
and| ™M B)7) E)..] Laura Parsky said she recails a speakerphone telephone call to John Bellinger
to te this concern, and she said she rememerbs tat she, Bruce Swartz, and David
Nahinias were in the room. She séid she can't guarantze this is right but she rememerbs the

mesting took place in Alice Fisher's old office when David Nahmias was the Deputy AAG, so
Alice Fisher would aiready have gone,

-32:15

To Be
Determined

{Laura Parsky said it was not uncommon for Department of Justice to raise an issue — like the

Issve raised about the efficacy of 1., MNaval Bass Guantanamo Bay, Cub interrogations -- to
Tohn Bellinger, as he had the lead for the detainee Policy Coordinating Committee, and they
were dealing with lots of different issues at U.S, Naval Base Guantanamo. Bay; Cubs. She said
there were some things Depastrient of Defense held very close and didn't want to shere with
other agencies, saying “these are cur operations-and this is our precogatives,” and to-some
extent, going to Fohu Bellinger and saying "are your operations effective” was breaking that
basrier,

Laura Parsky
Interview 1 at 33:00
- 3400

“ToBe
‘Determined

| offhandedly, she passed them to Bruce Swartz, an

Parsky DNR diny deliberative conversations anong Department of Justice concerning whetlier
to raise these concerns to John Bellinger, but "we mised things with John Belliager all the
time." Lauca Parsky seid she was not privy to the counterrorism part of U.5. Naval Base
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba operations. She sai nade certain comments to her

e sald, Jet's get-the info.and give it to Joln
Bellimger. :

Laura Parsky
Interview | at 34:30
-37.00 :

To Be
Determined

Laura Parsky said that this comawnication of information -- from| |l0 ber to
Bruce Swartz to John Betlinger ~ wasn't really “reporting” in the official sense. She said that
the way these things came up *waes as off-handed as you ean imagine.., just an anecdote as le is
sitling there with nothing better to do." For example, he'd say, "you know what T heard?" of "I
am really frustrated that they are making a mess of things down there.* That was the context in
which Eaura Parsky said she would raise these issiés. Laura Parsky saidJ———’mnde
several ofthese off-handed remarks over time. i

Laura Parsky
Interview 1 at 37:00
-38:28
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Ta Be
Determined

" | Laura Parsky said she knew that past cfl |i_i'ustration was tiat Department of
Defense's interrogation methods wade polentral wirnasses "un-useable” in U.5. cases. She said

“she wasn't part of werking on those U.5. counter-terrorism cases so she didn't know the details
of that. She said the decision 1o raise the effectiveness issue with John Bellinger was based on

the cumulative effect of both the off-handed anecdotes, noted above, ag welf as this gn-goi
i frustration. That's whit caused Laura Parsky, Bruce Swartz, David Natumias, and i

ali get togetlier and figure out, based. on these different pisces, was worth rg at

[ mwore carefully. .

Laura Parsky
Interview | at 38:28
- 40:30

ToBe
Determined

Based on having recently looked at her notes of the meeting in advance of the conversation
with John Bellinger, Laura Parsky recalls that they caised the following issues, First, siie
understands there.are 2 schools of inteirogation -~ rapport building {Federal Bureay of
Investigation approach) vs. U.8.[{(b1{5) |
{Depariment of Defense approach). Depariment of Defense would have first access to the
detainees, and one of thingsq;;‘r&_lmggasted, and what we would suggest to John
Bellinger as 5 way to improve, oW the Federzl Burean of Investigation either be i

there the first time or start the interrogation process so that, if the detainee coopecated, the info.
could thenbe used, .

Laura Parsky
Interview 1 at 40155
- 42;20

To Be
Detéimiied

Laura Parsky said that, in terms.of the anecdotes elayed to Ler, she recalied
and these may be classified, itot sure what level, BUF prabacly set more than T8}
bwﬂs in her office “venting" frustrations about dealing with Department of Deferige
.bureaueracy & personality issues. He would relay "hearsay upon hearsay,” 4.e., *yow're not
geing to believe what I hesrd™ kind of thing. One of the things Laura Pargky said she recalled
was hie told Ler about a female-detainee who hed taken off her top and rubbed her breasts in a ]
detainee’s face, or pot on an Isvaeli flag, or used pigs oil, or said it was pig's oil -- those types of
tactics. Lavora Parsky said her reaction was disgust :- she didn't believe at the time there was
aity thing crimihal in that -- but that it was "disgusting and highly ineppropriate” forz U.S.
official. That's why she shared those anecdotes with Bruce Syvartz. She said

didn't niention any. particular detainees - she said she dida't think’ Fvas present -
- maybe no Federal Bureau of fnvestigation agent was present, $Ie said she thil

|- jsaid it was in U.S. Naval Bage Guantanawo Bay, Cuba.

| L-aura Parsky |

Interview [ at 43:08
- 46:31

ToBe

Laura Parsky

Laura Parsky said tltat she and the other Departiment of Tustice lawyers who talked with|
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Deternined

in advance of the phone calf to Joln Bellinger did not ask him *who what where wheu®
type questions about the.anecdotes he bad related to them, She said she doeso® think they came
up in the call to.John Bellinger, which was more i the context of — these guys are doing a
tercible job of interrogating these detainees in 11,5, Naval Bage' Guantanamo Bay, Guba and

Interview 1 at 46:33
-47:10

TaBe
Determined

they are doing sfuff that Federal Bureay of Investigation would not do ina million years.

Laura Pacsky said that, even though the information was-passed 1o her very off-handedty - in

| the context o a friend, siting in her office waiting for her while she compiled

docugents for him to pick up - she passed it up toBruce Swartz'because, notwithstanding that

it had notling to do.with her job responsibilities she found the alieged conduct personally

disgusting and because she knew fhat Brice Swartz would have the same reaction botl

personally and that he was not happy with the whaie sitvation of having all the detainees at

U.8. Naval Base Guantanamo Bay, Cuba b/c he had to defend it to the international community

and this would fit in with his feelings on the matter, She said that she does not think the details

of the anecdotes were shared with John BeHinger and she dgesnt know what David Nalimias
knows about them. She reiterated that, whmmmld her these things, she shared

; them with Bruce Swartz and once we had heard ehough individual anscdotes Bruce Swartz

[ wanted John Bélliuger 10 be more.assertivs in terms of saying "we-need to re-examine this."

Leura Parsky
Tnterview | at47:10

|- 49:52

To Be

‘Detérmined

Laura Parsky said that when she relayed-these anecdptes to Bruce Swarfz he atsn found them’
pefsonatly offensive, She.said that she DNR getting into the details of the anecdotes because
slte was uncomfortable even discussing thern with us and DNR feeling that way ou the
spcnkerpltonc witl Johm Bellingsr during the discuassion, hut she couldp't guarantee they-didn't
get into it, and she knows Bruce Swartz talked to Jolm Ballinger all the time and he may told
him those anecdutes or not.

:,Laura Parsky

Interview J at 51 io |

TaBe
Determined

| she raise-it latey -- what ever happened willithe info we gave you? -
| she was in her jobs at the time [PZ says: L.e., siie may lave moved out of the job and so

Laura Parsky DNR Jahn Bellinger's reaction -- he was receptive to having us make the phone
call & tie was just taking dowst the info. Lauca Parsky DNR learning of any follow up, nor did |
-but she is not sure whete

: following up in that way wouldn't have been realistic/appropriate. ]

Laura Parsky .
Interview | at 52:10

ToBe
Determined

! Laura Parsky said her understanding of the incidents was that the detainees'
INTERROGATORS rubbed pig's oil on themselves, which would have been offerisive to a

Laura Parsky

Interview | at 54:25

Muslim -- and wrapped themselves in the Israeli flag — not on the detainees.
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ToBe Laura Parsky explained why no one considersd these incidents to raise an issue of 2 crime, Laura Parsky
Determined | among other reasons, at the time the understanding was thers was uo jurisdiction in U.S, Naval | Interview | at 54; ag |
Base Guantanamo Bay, Cuba period and, in sny event, no physici] abuse, no toriore. - 56:37
ToBe Laura Parsly said that, other than already discussed, she recalls no other interactions with | Laura Parsky
Deterntingd mieerning interrogation or treatmeit of detainees. laterview 1 at
' ’ ' 1:01:20
ToBe Laura Parsky has met Pasquals D'Amuro but recals no mteracnun with him re. detainee Laura Patsky
[ Determined | treatment issues Daterview 1 gt
. ) 1:02:08
ToBe Laura Parsky said she knows Merion B. *Spike* Bowmarn but did not interact with him re.” : Laura Parsky
Determined | detainee treatment issues. T | Interview ! at
. 1.02:44
ToBe Laura Parsky said she knows Valerie E. Caproni but never interacted with her re. detainee Lavra Parsky |
Determined | treatment issues. Interview | at
) _ 1:03;10
ToBe Laura Parsky sajd she knows Xenneth L, Wainstein bot never taliced with him re. detainee | Lavra Parsky
1 Determined | treatment issues. ' Interview | at
- - . e 10328
Tole = [ Dther than sbove, Laura Parsky said she can recall no other specific inferaction with.any other | Laura Parsicy
Determined -+ government official conceming the treatment or interrogation tactics of detainees. -In;?lgw lat
. 1:03:2
To Be Luura Parsky said 1o oue ever told het that there was an Federal Bureau of Investiaation Laura Parsky
Deiemmined | employee who had concers zbout the legality of the treatment of detainees he was awarg of Interview | at
mplmned it to me as, this is not how tire Federal Buresu of Investigation is [.06:52 - 1:07:44
ralned ta prodiice evidence for Court, we're worlsing in a different system, there were two
. different systems colliding as you had lmerroga_t’gm_fm_d_ﬂg[e;m_wm_ .
To Be Laura Parsky said that, aithough she wasn't sure/{D3(1) I might have Laura Parsky
Determined | been the particular detainee or one of the detainees | [was conceried about that Interview L at
we would'not be able to be used as & witness or prosecuted. 1:14:25 - 115010
To Be Laura Parsky

Laura Parsky said she did not have any info about a detaines being taken up in 2 helicopter ride
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as part of an interrogation pian, but then saiq sha didn't know if she had read about that in the

Determined Interview 1 at
: paper or heard about it from Bruce Swartz sfter the fact in discussing issues in general — she 1:18:00. 1:43:40 .
said she didn't think thay was sometiin told her. Theu she said she had a dim | {:45:20
recollection, mayb totd her but she didn't think so, She later said her faim,
dim Familiarity with 1t was notany recollection of that the datainee was threatened with bemg
pushed-out the open door while in the air, but maybe a verbal statement made to biri like,
"We're going to 50 an 2 helicopter ride. Tt may be your lastside.” Ske sdid she really may be
meking thet up as she was trying to-search her very dim-fecollection.
To Be Lsura Parsky suid that, based on her notes of the meeting Ie] hﬂecdotes, ene of | Lawra Passky
Determined | the U.S[(b)(5) [ may have been to “shake” Tnterview I at
) detainees -~ oot she is fust sa¥ing what she thinks Fer fiotes refiéct rather than any independent | 1:25:00 — 1:25:57
1 recollection of whai kald her.
ToBe “Laura Parsky was shown an e-mail stampod DOIe25085RC From Bryce Swartz to Laura Parsky | Lauss Parsky
 Determined | and otliers dated Marcly 14, 2005 re “Updated TPa on letter,” i.e., talking points re. the release | Interview 1 at
in upredacted form of the May 10, 2004 e-mait fmmmm Laura Parsky, L 1:28:05 « 1:29:40
David Nahmias, Bruce Swartz imd Alice Fisher. In the e-mall Laura Parsky was shown, Bruce
Swartz says "we did make inquiries.abt an allegation we heard abt that arguabily raised crm
issues - wh allegation, we were subsequentty tald, was nottoue.” When agked if she recalied
‘what ailegation Bruce Swirtz was refemng t0 in tlus e-mail, Laura Parsky said "no."
‘ToBe Laura Parsky was given a packet of documents startiog with DOJ024700PR, which is a cover | Laura Parsky
Deteimined : memo from Chuck Rosenberg to Christopher Wray,_and then from Christopher Weay to John Tnterview | at
: Richler, David Nahniias, Laura Parsky, &|lh}{6) ()Y | and coataining the Behavioral 1:29:40 - 1:38
; Analysis Unit's 5/30/03 EC and attachments. Laura Porsky-said that, although her name is on
the face of it as one of the people it was copied for, but she did uot recall ever receiving or
reading the docuineat. She said tis was nght when she came back to the Departmeut, maybe
herfirst week of bwo, and she was not going to the PCCs.at that time. She was showa the
| aftac] containing Department 6 Defense’s IP for[{BY 1) hnd the
epal analysis, but that did not refresh her recoliection. She aiso recalls no
conversations about the contents of the EC.
ToBe Laura Parsky said that| prote his May 10, 2004 e-mail quite some time after the [ Laura Parsky
Deterniined | fact and there may be » Tew tlungs that are e little distorted in his recollection of what -, | Interview L at
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WBeE |

Delarmined

rﬁlermimpd so. He said he did not eommunicate concerns to.the Policy Coordinating | Interview Notes
Committee because he undﬁslooclm'd DOT repeatedly had complainedto [ 2/4/05
the Depaniment of Defense about the ineffeciiveness of their tactics. sdid he | Interview |
thought it was well known that Fedaral Bureau of [ovestigation and Department of Defense
had a difference of opinjon on-tlils issue. (UD
ToBe IO isaud there was a Policy Coardinating Committee set up especially for ()6 (BHTMC
Belermined i Tt was led by Joln Bellinger, National Secu ff, and [Tuterw
’ was &lso present. From Department of State %d - |}-24a05, | (bY(6).(b}{7)E)
- om the Office of the Legal Advisor and Pierce Prosper, Ambassador-al-Large for Interview [
War Crimes; from Department of Defense, lols of people from the OGC, Office of the :
| Secretary of Defeose, Joint. Staff, umluelmdﬁOSD;@sych Ops and Low Intensny
Conflict) (laad vmce at the meetmgs) Col. Tony Fortune {Office of the Secretary of
b))  rathese eetings were not
recorded and no notes taken, (U MNC F i
ToBe (U)LY |said he recalled no discussions at Policy Coordinating Comumnittee maetings  [(B{E).EIG :

about detainee interrogation lactics, although.he said it seemed understood that U.S. Naval
Base Guantanamo Bay, Caba did not work as wéll as-it could- producing iitel. He said he
never heard any discussion al Policy Coordinating Commitiee meetings abont what federal
agency would take the lead in interrogating particular a particular detainee. He said he
believed such issues were worked ot U.S. Naval Base Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. He said the
Federal Burean of Investigation would make its case. Federal Bureau of Investigation
identified a small number of detainees its would worle on and left the sest, based on its focus
on doiestic threats, (L)

Interview Notes

2/4/05, [y i ]

Interview |

ToBe

1 Determined

MEWBITNE. aid there was a process established for reviewing and cleanng detainess.
| DOT would get Department of Defense's recommendation on 2 particular defainee, take itto
Eederal_Bureau of Investigation; Federal Bureaw of Investigation would look at the detainee

and David Nahmiaswoudd go to DAG Comey and discuss

b6l bY T

Interview Notes
2/4405,
Interview |

and decide whether it objected to the Department of Defense recommendation and then DOT
would cofl:fgfuﬂ‘cme its position to Department of Defense, [(B6).0(0  |said he and

recomimendations. (UJ)
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