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(Date® | FactText T T T . i T Sounte(®) ]
ToBe David Nahmiay states that whep he got to Department of Justice in-late 2001 (he started part time in | David
Determined | Nov 2001 and full time on Jan 1), Alica Fisher wes the Deputy Assistant Attornay Genersl (DAAG). | Nahmiag
David Nahmias came is 8 Counse! to Michael Chertoff, the Assistant Attorney General (AAG) for the | Intervisw 1
| Criminal Division. Whén Alice Fishar teft, Christophar Wray became AAG, David Nahmias becsine
the DAAG (on Aug 1, 2003 5 i came over to be Couasel to the AAG. David
Nehmizs siates that onca jcame gver, ([l (7l | handled o faic amount of in
: _| detsinee issues, When David Nahmias left, Bianco] taok over as DAAG, (LT) :
ToBe David Nahmmins stated that a5 Counsel to the AAG fof the Criminel Division, he supervised snd David
Determined | coordinated terrocism investigations - all internstional terrorism: When: he betame tha DAAG, he " | Nabhmins
: veiiw the C'T Section. David Nahmiag stated that until he became the DAAG, be dide't have Interview 1
{ formal oversight resporisibilities. He worked with Alice Fisher and ChertoffC. His role was largely |
informitios sharing. He was 8 "bumen information sharer.® He collected info from Federsl Buresu
| of Investigation ahd US Attomeys office and shared it between them and the Department of Defense,
Central Intelligence Agency and White House. (17)
ToBe David Nahmias stated that mﬂneposw!lluu;theﬂrs(gga!atﬂmwpoﬂhsﬁstwaspmnmmd David .
Determined | ¢oordination and information sharing, and then way down the st was prosecution.” He added, "The | Nahutias
goal, as we often said, was to collect and share as much information a possibie and thea evaluate-all | Interview 1
of the executives tools for responding to-whatever the threst was - 006 of which was criminal
prosecition, but there wate othes tools 85 well.” David Nahmigg stated that this was e drainatic shift
. for ail prosetutors Fom the pre-5/1) era. (U),
goBe‘ d David Nafunias stated that when hie arrived at Department of Justive, there was @ weekly detaines | David
eteqmin

video ooference thet yas chaired'by White House Gounsel Joha Bell tng | Nahmias
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Committes meetings for detainess - Policy Coord: Committes). It included, Cegtral
Intelljgence Agency, Depariment of Defense - CmmnisofﬁmwhowmldMung
others from the Joint Chiefs, eto.; Depertment of Justice (Bruce Swartz waa official POC though
NIDeFisherandDamdN&hmudeolM = Coursel for National Security Affairs weat
algo); Federal Buseay of Tnvesti General Counsels Office) as the cora

Inderview 1

| agencies. [fhif5)

(bX3)

ToBe -
Dretermined

‘| Dravid Nehifias stated that the transler review board was a piece of the Policy CoOrdinating

Cominittes. Under the pressure:of the Supreme Coust cases, if got formalized into the Administeative
Review Board and Combatant Status Review Board. (13

TDwvid

Nahumnias,
Interview 1

To Be
Determined

{-Legal Counsel and later DAGs office) and Latec]|

Separate from the Policy Cocrdinating Committec meetings, there war 2 group of individuale who

' Iookndatthnaebemgheldnwwmyoombmnu,orpotenmlmywmbumtowalmteauofthe

optigns. This was a.separate. group that Alice Alice Fisher, David Nahmisg, Pat Philbin (Office of
(bi(6) (DD | had with Centrat Iitelligence Agency
and Depariment of Defanse General Counsal. This was an informal working group, formed afber the
IouPadﬂJauae,wmkemwwaeMmgmgdarlymdwnrmungandﬁaggmsma.
‘David Nahmias stated that Parakeyl. was, at the begimning, Broce Swartz counsel and woukd
sometime attend. Laura Parskcy is now "back" at the Department. The role of Department of Tustice
was to ehare information shout people domestically who in theary could be enemy combatents, and

to attend the mestings with Federal Bureau of Investigtion, Department of Défenss and Central

David

| Dnsterview 1
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Intelligence Agency to see who they had being held as enemy combatants who potentially might be
prosecuted. David Nahmias stated that Centrat Intefligence Agancy would consides itelligence
issues with those paople and Department of Defense would consider military: '

FBis approach to detainees, similar to their approach to lots of ather people, that hiad besn very
Fuctessth] with terrodam subjects in criminal cases, is to establish a rapport, treat the people with

-respect and try-to make them into long term strategio sources of information in the way we flip bad

guys all the time. And that the Department of Defensé general approsch which came from, as I
understood it, their military police treining or their military inteliigence training which is to develop
tactical information and involves a lot of things like yelling at people, 25 I always expeessed it, might
be an effective tethficiie 1.find out if a tank is about to come over a hill and shoot you but doesi't

+| work in the long run, And there was as | remember from the very beginning, in the first part of 2002,

an ongoing disputa batween Federal Bureau of Investigation and Department of Defense about bow
‘best to.gathes mntetligence: : took the Federal Bureau of
Investigation. or favored IE IR BYrE0 of IV CHEEEION over Department of Defense in that,
And everyone thought DODs approach didn’t work and didn't make any sense. That was coupled

[Zeners

.| with the problem that the Depertuent of Defense peopie tended to be not particularly well traiced,

new-people who hadi't done & lot of interrogations who frankly dida't know mueh of anything sbout
Al-Qaeds® David Nahmiss further stated that “thiy didn't know what guestions to ask ar how to
develop 3 long term relationship.” David Nalumiss stated that, "That was-an origoing Sght,
Departmant of Defense alwayz won the fight becausa thay contralléd the locations and they had
ultimate control, which we ackriowledged, of the people.” 23:46 David Nalunias stated that althopgh

{
| To Be .| Pavid Nahmias stated that "our* interaction was primarily with the MLDU wln:Nhl_' l David
Determined | headed. MILDU was overseeing Pederal Buresu of Investigation agants st U.S, Naval Base HNahmiag
Guattaname Bay, Cuba and Baghram. At the begninning, there suere tating naople op short TDV3, | Interview L
David Nahmias wag the primary liaison to.the MLDU and later(®)(8) (P)7XC) iDavid Nahmias
stated he hps parsonal no kpowledge of any Federal Buresu of Investigation agents complaining
about Abu Gheaib Prison. Irsq was a separate isaie. (U7) . -
ToBe | 21:35 = With respect.to-how people were being treated at U, S, Neval Base Guartapamo Bay, Cuba, | David
Determined | “it wag the view of the Faderal Buresu of Investigation at lots of different levels, which was shared Mahmias
strongly by those af us in the Criminal Division and, ¥ think, in the Departmant generaily, that the Interview |

ke never liad specifics, he undecstood that, generally, Department of Defense bad an approach of -
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"yelling” at peopie and lelling them they *bettar talk fo us (an approach which he did uot understand
"to include "physical violence or anything like that"), David Nahmias stated that the Foderal Bureau
of Investigation approach wea to "go itt #nd talk to them about being a good muslim® and ask them to
explain why they do this, and convinee them that their *brothers” had given up iformation about
-them, aod confront them with facts. David Nahmias stated that the Federal Buream: of Investigation
approach was a “vecy cffective” approach, traditionally, David Nahrias stated that there wag this
“ongoing dispute.” 24:46 (1) e

ToBe
Determined

David Nahmias stated that, initially, 7.8, Naval Base Guantanamo Bay, Cuba was incredibly badly
organized {though he also stated that'ths *Sip side” of that was nét nobody else conld have boilt the
place to hold 2 ot bad guys quickly). David Nahmias statad that people were held in "mixed
groups.” The people who cooperated, that became known because "everyone could. se¢ them go lito
the interrogation places and they would be there for a long tie, and. they would get insulted and
there no where else to put them.” Az a result, “people who had been cooperating befiore they got to
U.S. Naval Bast Guantanams Bay, Cuba stopped cooperating * Logistically, David Nahumias stated

it wag & “hightmare” 25:26 (L)

David
Nahmias
Interview 1

David Nahmias stated that he went to U.S. Naval Base Guantanamo Bay, Cuba withf |
in the fall of 2002 for twe nights and almost three days. This trip was during this per] .
disorganization. There were behaviorat science guys snd agents down.there at the time. whom they
spoketo. Criminal Investigative Task Force people were also there an the military-side, which was
laigely investigator types who come from traditional military law enforcement or resesvists in law
enforcement. They had the same view as the Federal Bureau of Investigation about how to develop
refationships, so they were on that side of it. David Nahmias stated that the military intelligence
people had a different view. 26:58 David Nahmijas stated that when he was there, 463 was being held
in isolation and they were geiting no information whatséever shout him, and thers was a *hested
debate” about what to do with him, David Nahmias staced that 63 is 8 *very bad guy® who was
directly involved in 9/L1, he would have been 2 ijacker had he not been turned around when he tried
to enter the U.S. He was later captured. 27:34 David Nahumniss siated that thare was a it of debate
about what ta do with 63, The Fereral Bureen of Investigationwanted to tatk to him, but Depertment
of Defenss said, "o, well do it.” David Nehmiss stated that Department of Defense was using
“aggressive® techniques. David Nahmias stated that he was not familiar with alf the techniques
neut'of Defense was using, He understood that thisy had bim in isolation and they would yall

David
Nahmias
interview. 1
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at him and teli him be had t cooperate snd tell us everything, 28:03 (U)) o

ToBe
Determined

David Nahmias stated that at sorme point “later in the' " (be was not sure if it was bafors of after
his trip 1o 118, Naval Base Guantanamo Bay, Cuba wi he saw interrogation plans for 63
| David Nehmiss ége plans were discussed at some
meetings with the Kadecal Bureau of Investigation and military st U8, Wavel Base Guantanamo Bay,
Cuba and in Washingtoo, st the Peatagon, with people from the various organizations. They would
goover their plan and it was our genera] view that it was not going to work.® David Nahmies stated
that he did not recall theee being 4 *specific eoncerns® about this being illegal, David Nahmias stated
tha he does recall concerns about *this is not the way we would treat people.” David Nahemias stated
that vras “not that it is necessarily illegal ~ you can yell at a guy who is sitting in an interrogation
room - just that it was very unlikely to be effective.” They had a graduated plan that got more
“severe,” but you woutd only "get there® if everything else feiled, and [ dontthink they ever "got
there,” 26 far a3 David Nalunias recalls. It was *typical Depertment of Defense stuff that never got
anywhere.” 20:51 Ultimntely, at some point prior to David Nahmias trip to 1.8, Naval Base
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, Department of Defanse claimed to have “broken” 63 and got bim to
cooperate, David Nahmias stated that they were trying to "sort out* what he had *actually said."
David Nabmiay stated that “we were told that be had blurted out the nume that that he kaow

‘| Mohatamed Atts.* David Natumias stated that the behavioral soisnce people there said that he had-
basically been interrogated for hours and hours and blurted it-out, The Depanment of Defense said

théy madea-breakthrongh. The behavioral sefence resction was just thit he was giving them whas
ﬂiu?w 30 that they would et him do whatever - eat, or go to the hathroom, or just stop. 30:40
( .

David
Nahmiss

| Interview 1

. {ToBe

| David Natmias statsd that he made another trip to .5, Naval Base Guantansmo Bay, Cuba later

with the Policy Coordinating-Committée when General Genera] Geoffrey . Miller had taken over.

"David¢ Nahmias stated that .S, Naval Base Guantanimo Bay, Cuba-was misch nrore logically
'| organized with different camaps for peoplo et differant stages of cooperation. You got some rewsrds

for being well behaved or cooparetive. ¥ you-did "bad stiff® you werg pusighed, not in s physical

sense, but you didn't more-up. [{h1(5)

(b)(S)

Nakmias
Interview I

b& Fer FBI
b7¢
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(b)S}

included Defense Inmtelligence Agency women sither rebbing themselves against or flaghing their -
breasts. There was a story sbout dropping the Koran on the floor. They were concsmad sbout it
because it was "stupid® it wouldn't work and was demeaning to people. Bavid Nahmisg stated that
we shared that information with John Beifinges - not in writiog. We went over to brisf hiny
Someone from the DAGs office went with Dyvid Nahmias, maybe Stuart Levey. John Beilinger was
| concerned gesieratly aboit the . We were getting “huge heat™ from the internatichal community,
Bveryone agreed that thess were dangerous people and we needed to have.a place to hold them. The
theory was they hed a lot of intelligencé, and we werent't secing much of anything. These examples
were part of the FBIs frustration. David Mabmias stated that he cant recall what examples we gave to
John Beilinger. We were carefial to-ssy we haven't investigated them. I never heard about "physical
mistreatmant, triking or pushing or anything like that.* John Betlinger had the same feaction we did
- Ihope that shuff didn't happer. He is in the General Courvals office, Efit role was ot to sst
iterrogation policy. David Nahmiag sigted that he did not koow if John Beltingar folowed vp on it
David Nahmiiaa stated that he did not hear from the Fedesat Bursan of Investigation whether theie

To Be Janmias haf EheTe Were "two separate [aues.” Uit 85ue was the "gentel phalosophy” | David
‘Determinad | (putting aside w ple were being “mi "), We would "weighin on the FBIs behali™ Nahmias
usuaity in the big Policy Coordinating Committee meetings, but on the "margins® of those, or in Intecview 1
talking to Dellinger {BellingerI¥]or in talking to Central Intelligence Agancy OGC or Department of
Defenss OGC people. David Nahmiag stated that ‘Tt was cur undersianding that there was an
Sngoing debate sbout that at the ssalor levels of the Bedersi Buréau of Investigation with senior
people st Department of Defanse.* David Mahmias gtated that it may have been Defense Intelligence
Agency peopls on the Department of Defesnise side, and on the Federal Bureau of Ifvestigation side it
wes John S, Pistole. 34:06 (U) . : :
ToBe During the summer of 2003, sised issues, Then there was a sef of concarny abont 7| David
Determioed i ichh David } coming up in the summer of 2003. David Nahmias Nahmias
stated that concerned about what he called “anecdotal® stuff they were hearing, which { Interview 1

wag any change as 4 result of the meeting with John Bejlinger. David Nabmias stated that he did oot

hear miors about these kinds of concetns until ﬂnFOIAﬂuEmou{mditggiqtha press.
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{8)

Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. . There vere 8 faw times when we would gowmmofbo&usu _

ToBe (b}(5) David
Determined Nahimias
Iiterview 1
ToBa Diavid
| Determined (575} [ [(B}5) [ | MNahuias
ToBe | David Nahmiaz staied that [t was olear we would never get any of s evigence admitted i an erficle | David
Determined | I court, both Gecauss & deciiion was made tiat they wouldn't be Mirandized, and they had been hald | Nahmias
for weeks, That was ot the purposs, We wers't looking at them for crinitnal prosecution. [(b)(5) | Interview 1
()5
1(bX5) . |On 63, they were unhappy enough that
| they dide’t want to be assoctated. with it. David Nalmies tated that a big part-of the dispufe wa3
. “wha would take the load.* Y3 Defense, Intelligence Agency going to go in and yeil and people and
i basically "ruin” them rad thén have Federe] Burean of Lyveatigution corme inand try to dévelop &
: telationship. 53 was s tase in point on the of Fostice side about his potential velue as a
witness in the Zacarias Moussaoui proseciution, The Federal Bursaus of Investigation wanted to be in
i the lead. When Defenss Intelli realized who he wanted the Jead,
TaBe Almost all the time, the decition as ¢ who would be lead was dons on the ground at U.S. Navil Base | David
it " Nahmias

bl
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GenemlCmmsel. They‘tsikedtothurpeople AAGCnmmﬂDwmonauGCatDepammtgf Interview 1
Defense. Then go up to DAG and then ultimately AG. In the case of 63, therewmdmsnm .
"higher levels" about who should be in the lead in to dlicit intelligence (not fromm an abuge
standpoirt}. (b)(5)
{(bX5) '
ToBe 35:47 There wereall kinds of discussions in terms of the operstions of U.S. Naval Bage Guentanamo | David
Determined | Bay, Cuba and how that afected our litigation position in habeas corpus and Supreme Court cases, or | Nahmiss
: how that affected intelligenck gatheriog. ’Ilteabusestuﬁ‘wasnotﬂwﬁomsumisﬂermfihmb Interview 1
. Prison.
ToBe Paul Zimmerman taked was there a requést from the Federal Burea ofhvemmforgmdmon David
- Dutermiged | how should agents proceed? David Nahmias stated that he docs not reneber thiat being dons ina [ Mahmias
format way. David Mahmias noted that the Federal Bureau of Investigation doesn't report to the Interview 1
{ Crimifal Division. There could have been discuasions in the DAGs office. David Nahmias dimly
recalls that Federal Burean of Investigation was doing that. i sure our reaction wag, that's fine
with us because we don't like what they're doing, we don't think it effective, and 50 we don't sec why
you would need to'be jnvolved." Af the Abu Ghralb Prison shyff caime in, David Nahmias stated that
‘e figdrd' Mtlie]hmcﬁfmduﬁtedﬂoagenhlhﬁﬂnyshouldhawmthnatodowrthauﬂhmgother
_ than typical law enforcement teehniques (other than siot giving Mirands). _
ToBe . (b)(5) David
Interview 1
ToBe Did concerns about 63 lead to Federal Burean of Investigation being cordoned off? David Nahmiag | David
Determined | stated that there wag tansion about it David Nahmiss does not think they wers kept awny fom Nahmias
! anyane ig any official senge, Inpmnce,:tmayhavehappened David Nahmias does nqt have a - Interview 1
.| recollection of that.
ToBe Dadeahmmmudtlm,wnhmpwmﬁ word gotupto thmugl:DeparhnentofDo&m David
Determined that Depaytment of Defense said stop - they would investigate. Thmmabg_d,gbge Nahmiag

OIG-INTV-001051

ACLU-RDI 6144 p.8
DOJOIG014089




Titerview 1.

about how to approach. "Strange way: to run a reilroad.” David Nehmiss said this wes very "lmsh,
Iush* about what had been done that was not supposed to have been done. David Nahmias did not
get any other details beyond that . _
ToBe David Nahmias stated thet thers wess no sllegations of deaths at U.S. Naval Base Guantanamn Bay, | David
Determined | Cuba. There were some suicide attempts and some discussions of those. There were some allegetions | Nahmiag
of desths elsewhere. FBIa role was to gather infelligence to protect against domestic terrorist threafs, | Inserview |
They were “forward deployed* to gather informtation, Thesa were not people in Federal Buresy of
‘ Irrvestigation custody or control. Federal Bureau of Tnvastigation was bazlcaily there beceuse they -
were allgwed to'bs. Davld Nahmias stated that he did not know the details of how the Federal
Bureay of Investigation began its participation of U.S. Naval Base Guantanamo Bay, Cubs. David
Nahmiss stated that it was sormal for Federal Buieau of Invastigation to be involved, as they-had
been in AFG, ete. it, of whoever proceeded him, would have set yp something. .
Criminal Division role wes to share information and evaluate whether thers coufd U.8. Criminal
: | Prosecution would be an-oplion to peutralize the thregt, 1:08;10.
ToBe (bX(5) . David
Determined Nehmias

Intarview [
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