ALL II-IFEIPMTI.DI-I CONTATIHED
" HEREIN I35 UNCLASSIFIED
DATE 10-07-2002 BY 5177 DME/STW . -

Yoy

. New IraQI prlson scandal" LT ;
: May 20:-NBC News has, excluswe lnformatlon on what could be. another pnson
scandal in Iraq NBCs Campbell Brown has the details.
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BAGHDAD Wxth attention focused on the seven soldlers charged
with abuse at the Abu Ghralb prison, U.S. military and mtelhgence
officials fammar w1th the situation tell NBC News the Army s elite

« Delta Force is now the sub]ect of a Pentagon mspector general

,mvestigatlon |nto abuse agalnst detamees ‘

The target is a top -secret site near Baghdad s airport. The _
battleﬁeld mterrogatlon facmty known as the "BIF” is plctured i

satellite photos.

Accordmg to two top u.s. government sources it is the scene of .
",the most egreglous vxolatlons of the Geneva Conventions in all of
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Iraq’s prisons. A place where the riormal rules f interrogation
- don't apply, Delta Force’s BIF only holds Iraqi insurgents and
suspected terrorists — but not the most wanted among Saddam’s

‘-.heutenants pictured on 'che deck of cards.

- These sources say the prisoners there are hooded from the
moment they are captured They are kept in tiny dark cells. And in

: the BIFs six lnterrogatxon rooms, Delta Force soldiers routlnely

. drug prisoners, hold a pnsoner under water until he thinks he's ,

drowning, or smother them almost to suffocatlon

In Washmgton Thursday evening, a senior Pentagor ofﬂcral denled

' allegattons of prisoner abuse at Battlefield Interrogatlon Facmtles

/ A operated by Delta Force.in Iraq And he said the ‘tactics descrlbed E
/ ' T K in thlS report are not used in those facmtles o
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B T+ Alkof those practxces would be vmlatxons oT‘ﬁw“e‘“eﬁewa - . ;

X T \ Conventzons The conventions do not apply to stateless terrorxsts -
/ L the so- called non- enemy combatants hke aI Qalda suspects caught '
o by the Umted States in Afghanistan. R ‘ N

.t

But as Secretary 'of Defense Donald Rumsfeld has made clear, the

) Geneva Conventlons do apply in Iraq

.“Iraq S a.nation. The Unated States is.a natlon The Geneva
Conventions applied. They have apphed every single day from. the

: outset “ Rumsfeld has said.

’So, does Rumx‘eld know about the BIF-and what goes on there?
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Several top U.S. military
~and intelliée’nce sources say
‘yes, and that he, through
other top Pentagon officials,
. directed the U.S. head of

mu S5\ Y X .ihtelligeric_e in Iraq, Gen.
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it - Barbara Fast, and others to
. Digital Globe / Digital Globe bring some of the'methods

-Baghdad airport AR us’ed at ’che BIF to prisons

T ' like Abu Ghraib, in hopes of

gettmg better ln’celllgence from 1raq| detainees.

The Pentag’én’s top spokesman in Iraq says the military will'not .
' comhwent on the BIF orrwhét ‘goes on ther;e He was unwillirig to
R ’ even conﬂrm or deny its existence. Gen. rast dec:lmed our requesf
that has S0 far yielded charges against. only the military’s lowest.
ranks ‘
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