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May 3, 2004
Dr. ICondoleczza Rice

The White House
Washington, TX(: 20504

Via Facsimile: {202) 456-2883
Dear Dr. Rice:
1t is becoming clear that the il} treatment and torture of prisoners by the U.S.

military in Iraq ‘were not limited to isolated incidents, but reflected, in the words
of the U.S. armyv's own inquiry, “systemic and illegal abnse of detainees.” The

B et Vi braienness with which the U.S. soldiers involved conducted themselves suggests
yrdl they thought they had nottding to hide from their superiors. The reported role of

Aris
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U.S. intelligence officers in cncouraging such treatment to “soften up™ detainess
for interragations, combined with earlier reports of similar abuscs in Afghanistan,
sug:zests a much wider problem that must be addressed.

E":."::.':.. The acts described in the investigative report written by Maj. ‘Gen. Antonio
— Taguba, including beatings, repeated sexuval abuse and humiliation, and threats

BOARD OF NTRELTORS
S Goas

and simulation of rape and of torture by electric shock, violate the Geneva

Pt s x Corwventions and could coastitute war crimes. They clearly contradict President
priryiol 0 Bush's pledge on June 26, 2003 that the United States will neither "torture”
e terrorist suspects, nor use "crucl and unusual” treatment to interrogate them, as
ratyviiostl well as the more detailed policy on interrogations outlined that day by Defense
Daresy Cries Department General Counsel William Haynes. It should also now be beyond
il doubt, as we have repeatedly argued, that such conduct damages the reputation of
[Carteiwoiend the United States and its ability to advance the rule of law around the world.
e We welcome reports that 1he Defense Department is now examining the

bty interrogation practices of military intelligence officers at all U.S.-run prisons in
Samas Lordom Asheran. Irac, not just Abu Ghraib. But this does not go nearly far enough 1o reverse the
o Moran extraordinary harm these abuses have caused, We swongly urge the

Pl AP administration to take the following steps:

Fowr Ovaw

2“55_?_"::" 1. Launch an investigation into interrogation practices wherever detainces
e are held around the world, whether the facilities are run by the

Orvide Sealt U.S.military or the Central Intelligence Agency — and make the results
DMy Yoo public. The repons from Iraq suggest a systemic problem involving the
raber L Berencie intelligence community, aot just the military palice officers on the scene -

(Phaadneg Chatr 1979 1987)

- indeed, we understand the CIA lnspector General is currently
investigating the death of a detaince at Abu Ghraib who was presumably

APPROVED FOR RELEAsHCIDS iDterrogated by that agency. Any inquiry that focuses solely on Irag
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encompassing the US. intelligence community as a whole, will be woefully incomplete.

2. Prosecute ar:y military or intelligeuce personnel found to have engaged in or eacouraged
any acts armounting to torture or inhuman treatment. Some of the abuses described in
Gen. Taguba's report cloarly rise to this level. Tn such cases, admipistrative penalties are
not enough 1o ensurc accountability for serioug mistreatment and to send a clear signal
that such abuse wil) not be tolcrated.

3. Ensure that all interrogators working for the United States, whether employeés of the

- military, imt:lligencc agzncies, or private contractors, understand and abide by specific
guidelines consistent with the policy outlined by DOD General Counsel Haynes last year,
which prohibited inten‘cfaﬁcm methods abroad that would be barred in the United States
by the 5*, 8™, and/or 14” Amendments to the U.S. Constitution, as well as the Geneva
Conventioni. Such guidelines should be publicly available. They should prohibit some
of the techniques of stress now apparently permitted by a reported “72-point matrix™ used
by U.S. interrogators, including extended sleep and sensory deprivation and forcing
detainees to assume painful positions, in addition to the other forms of humiliating and
degrading treatment that have been reported in Iraq, such as holding detainees nude. U.S.
Army field manuals do contaip prohibitions against cruel and inhuman treatment in
interrogations, but it is unclear if CTA interrogators operate under any similar guidelines,
or how the inore specific policy ontlined by DOD last year was communicated to
personnel in the field. 1t is also unclear whether adherence to such policies is the subject
of routine, frequent monitoring by supervisory officials. Whatover such practices may
be, events in Iraq make clear that sagoing monitoring of interrogation and detention
practices is inadequate. -

4. Grant the International ‘Committex: of the Red Cross access to all detainees held by the
United Stats in the campaign against terrorism throughout the world, whether held in
facilities o by the U.S. military or intelligence services, or nominally held by other
governmens at the behest of the United States. The United States should not be
operating uadisclosed detention fixcilities to which no independent monitors have access.

5. Make publi: information about who is detained by occupation forces in Iraq and
Afghanistan, and why, and cnabl: families of detainees to visit their relatives. Even with
internal safi:guards, incommunicado detention is an invitation to abuse.

6. Videotape ull interrogations and other interaction with detainees so responsible personnel
understand that there will be a re:ord of any abuses. These videotapes should be
regularly reviewed by supervisory persomnel to ensure full compliance with interrogation
and detentinn standards in U.S. and international law.

7. Release the results of the investigation the Defense Department conducted into deaths in
custody of rwo detainees heid at Hagram Air Base in Afghanistan. Reports we've
received suggest that crimipal prosccutions have been foregone in licu of quict
disciplinary action. ’
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