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“It seems that there's a question of credibility at stake here,” he added.
Professor Bassiouni said about half of those detained at the site — an
estimated 350 — are Pakistanis.
The expert also raised the issue of US forces holding between 300 and DOS-000978

400 detainees in Kandahar and Bagram. “Nobody has had a chance to

visit them,” he noted. “The lack of giving an opportunity for people to go
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and see these facilities is a lack of transparency that raises serious
concerns about the legality of detention as well as the condition of those
detentions.”

Since Afghanistan is a sovereign State with its own interim government,
he said that when foreign forces operate in its territory, they must have a
'status of forces agreement,' or SOFA. “To the best of my knowledge
there is no SOFA between the US and the Government of Afghanistan,
which raises another serious Jegal question,” he observed.

Mr. Bassiouni’s concerns will be transmitted to the UN in a forthcoming
report, which will also touch on the problems faced by women tried and
sentenced by tribal councils for “social and alleged moral violations but
not legal violations.” He said the condition of these women could be
compared to modern slavery.
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