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Aftached is a summary of a good news story about
an Army Reservist who got it right in her treatment of
detainees in Southern Irag. Maj. Garrity is from Athens,
PA —not far from where our farm is located in the far
north of the state. Since all we hear from ICRC and the
press is bad news about U.S. treatment, this is a story that
ought to reach beyond Northern Pennsylvania.

I am copying this to Richard Boucher.

e Dewey
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A GOLDEN HEART: ATHENS SOLDIER BELOVED BY IMPRISONED IRAQIS
(summarized from The Sunday Review, July 4, 2004) :

Pictures from Camp Bucca, a U.S.-run detention center near Umm Qasr in southemn Irag,
show a very different picture of prison life than the images of Abu Ghraib that have
saturated the media. Notably, the pictures show American soldiers and Iraqi prisoners
smiling together. Most of the pictures include Major Stacy Gamty, an Army Reservist

‘from Athens, Pennsylvania.

As Major Garrity used to walk through Carnp Bucca, children would chant: “good, good
major!” They would give her a small, braided “friendship bracelets.” At least one
detainee wrote to her that “when we see you, we feel hope.” Iraqi generals at the camp
called her “Golden Heart.” To others, she was “The Angel of the Desert.”

. Garrity served at Camp Bucca for one year, keeping life flowing for the masses of Iragi
- detainees. Garrity handled processing at the prison, interacting with everyone who came
_ in and out. She was also responsible for family visitations and interpreters, and she served
as a Red Cross haison. '

Garrity took her mission to watch and care for the Iragis very seriously. Often, she told
detainees: “You will never be mistreated while you are here.” It was her conviction that
anybody who came through the gates at Camp Bucca would be treated with dignity as a
human being. She followed the Geneva Conventions, looked out for the detainees and
treated everyone with respect and dignity. Iragis under her care lived in large tents, got
water from water buffaloes, and received ice two times a day from the U.S. soldiers. The
Iragis showered twice a day, received extra clothes and blankets, and got cigarettes twice

a day.

Garrity also took on projects that were not in her job description. She procured soccer
balls, volleyballs, chess, checker and domino sets, and newspapers. She set up a post

. office systemi where families could leave letters for detainees. She helped a Christian
orphanage nearby get money, toys, clothes and food. She helped demgn a famlly wsmng
system, arranging schedules and organizing bus dnvers :

Her attention to prisoners’ well-being earned her affection, as evidenced by the gifts and
‘thank-you cards given to her by Iraqi prisoners. One detainee in particular didn’t want to
leave Camp Bucca. A young Iragi who speaks three languages kept committing minor
crimes so he could keep coming back to Camp Bucca. Each time he would be released
he would say “Major Garrity, I'll see you in two days!” And in two days he would return.

When Garrity received word this spring that she was going home, the detainees were very
upset by the news. Many of the detaineés invited her to visit their families — they think of
her as a sister. It was because she.cared. And she helped. Helping was her job, Garrity
insists. Most of all, it makes sense. One of the most important things, she believes, “is to
win hearts and minds.” If Iragis like Americans, they won’t hurt Americans.

. Garrity has also served in Haiti six times for short-term missions and in Saudi Arabia

during the Gulf War as an administrative officer. Garrity graduated from Bloomsburg
University, where she joined the ROTC, with a business administration degree.
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. BY NANCY coLEMAN
(570) 265-1632 .
The Da'ly/Sunday Review

" Stacy Gamty nsed to wa]k "

through samp, under the sting-
ing .sunlight. Her boots
crunched the’ sand.

Dark-haired Kids would sce
her. “Good, good. .major!”
they'd chant. Perhaps one
would run up with a small,
green,. braided object like a
rope. He'd give it to her.

It was called a “ﬁ'lcndsbJp
bracelet” .

And she was ﬂmr friend.

This was Camp Bucca, a
southern Iraq detainee center.
Stacy, from Athens, a U.S.

Army Reserve oﬂ“u:c‘r,-ser‘yed.
- there a year, kebping lifedtow- -~
ing -for its. masses of Traqi pns-. '

oners.

“Golden Hean That’s what
some Iraqgi genierals there.called
her. To others, she wis “The
Angel of the Dese "

“When. we sec you, we feel

hope,” at least one person wrote

to her. -

It-was because she cared.
And'she helped. :

Why? o

Well," there’s the Geneva
Convention. And issues.of dig-

nity- and respect. And good

common sense.’
But for this young woran

. thh blue eyes and golden cuds
... who trave}s the world ...

. who’.gone to Haxtl six timéson -
'short-term miissions .

..-who
wears a smiall ¢ross tmg ..».who
'lzkcs to smﬂe - thercs . Spme-
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ACHTRISE By g

Maj Stacy Gamty of Athens stands with some young friends during her recent
yéar W Iraq. Garrity, a member.of the U.S, Army. ReserVe, served at Camp Bucca -~

detamee center in southern Iraq

has to be inside you,” she says.
“l genuinely like people,”

. she states simply,

“It’s easy for me ... it’s nota

‘burden.”

- Stacy graduated from Sayre

. Highin'1982: At first interested
'm‘pohucal scienco, she finally

earned a busmcss adxmmstra-

200303827

uon degtee from Bloomsburg
University. Today, she’s product
marketing manager-at Osram-
Sylvania in North Towanda.
Her father and his wife,
Howard and..Tammy Lynn
Garrity, live in Waverly, and her
rhom, Beverly Arbie, and her
husband, Jolin, "in Scranton.

. And — Stacy doesn’t want to

l-.«..a..p-a.-t-..a.***l

UNCLAS SIF IED

Submllted photo

\

_miss,_anyone — she has three
" sisters, Maureen, Paige and

Jepnifer; one living grandmoth-
er, June Garrity of Sayre, and a
fiancé, Dan Gizzi of Elmira.
Years ago, hér.parents joined
the Navy Reserve. Try itl

See HEART, Page 13A.

DOS-000639




UNCLASSIFIED

THE SUNDAY REVIEW, JULY 4, 2004 — THIRTEEN -A

Heroes

Continuad f!'orn bage 12A -

Howard urged Stacy. Se in college sho
jomed ROTC and took basics at Fort Knox,

Ky.—“The most difficolt eight weeb I've.

ever- -experienced

But slic Imned mlf-conﬁdence. Sho':
bech in the Reserve ever fince. * '

During the Gulf War sbe served five
moanths as 20 administrative officer in
Saudi Arabia. She returned home and all
was quict.

Then came 2003, That Jmay she and
the 800th Brigade headed for Iraq.

“They

. Stacy praiscs Osram’s support.
were just wonderfull” (David Vine ‘her
boss, she wants you to know) She mever

- worried sbout bcrjob."Cnmn hom; safef”,

they said.
Bytheendchnch,lhcwuan
" The hndwasﬂatdsutﬂmcoughsdnp
sandstorms. *No greenl™ Stacy s
Tetoperaturss averaged IlO to 115, "n;e
lnghestngutw:supmlw It bort to

lmlu aromd, nxo camp held
defainees

Iraqis) and scentity detainces. All.ages.
“Kind of a broad
meats. The popglation vartied, but at one,
‘time Bucca held more than 8,000
detainees, and 2,000-plus soldiers.

At first, soldiers” facilitics were simple.
Tents.-Barrel latrincs. MRAS (meals ready
to'eat),

Later, th:ymwmd.‘l‘all:n A dining
“all. AnMWk(mon.le.wlﬁxcmdreue—
ation) tzat. In the MWR teat, they watched,
movies, . played piiig-popg and used the
Internet. MRAS gave way 10 cggs, burgers
and chicken. People .who'd lost weight
;unedl.tbas:k.sucynotn :

* And — Ahbh! '~ xighing nmough rest
shelters was .. ureondmonmg!

“I was n's tent,” Stacy says. Maybe 8-
by-S feet, her gection held her matiress,
fan, Gmily photos and-somo books. —
though she never had time to read.

Thoir job was to watch, snd caro for, tho
IannAnddmngthuuglyudeon&wer-
sial conflict, Sacy took her inission-seri-
ously. ORen, she 101d detaisioes: “You will
never be mistreated while you're heye

;zmethughnnrytu would ¥ u-uml
with dignity a3 s homaa being ™

‘enoty ybévivscen fo mam!
'scil et y {8 go auit”df WEir, wa;
Howed the Genegl Canvennm:.
They looked out for detairites.
“They treated cvaybody with dignity
and respect™
Iragis Yived in big tents, too, They got

dicrs brought them ice two times™ a’day
They showered twice a day, Stacy says, and
Tater got extra clothes and blankets. .
“They alio got cigareties twite a day.-{t
calmed them.
Onc ULS. officer, a smoker, lskcd why
they didn't help Iragis kick the habit.

"’ Stacy com- -
- Stacy says. All dotai

It was her comviction. Anybodythf_

water from wates buffaloes, apd the sol-

"Bcauscl don't want 1.590 people Like
you to stop smoking al} at mum timiel™ .
Stacy kidded him.

Detainees" broakfast was bread and
cheose or hard-boiled eggs, with milk or
juice and tea. Diner was a big plate of rice
with chicken, beef or vegétibléy, idd bread
and tea. “So their food was got! bad” Stacy"
says. She kmows. She tried it.

At Thanksgiving detainces had frait snd
8l Christmas, .soda. *“Merry. Christmas!
Happy New Year}” the is wished the-
soldiers, During’ Ramadan, the Americans
served meals before mnrisc and aftér sum-
get, and gave out dates in the daytime, fol-
lowing Muslim practices. -

*7 think in general, we respected w:-h
othery’ éulfures” Stacy sayy. -

H::Jobwaslopmces:llldcumm
going in and out, arrapge family visits,
overses inferpreters, wotk with the Red
Qossanddohugenwmyrepau.ﬂu
days wern long,

Sho sxw detainees every day.

"l'hcyallwanteho tell you their sto-

..ries.” A sick mom, two wives, cight kids. I

"HAVE to go homel
“We listcned to as many a$ wo could®

One compound even had a week-long soc-

-cer tournament. .

The, Americans provided: newsiaﬁd}.‘
papet

*Stacy and some others set.up

whero families could leave letters. She

belped a Christinn orphasage nearby get

inoney, o3, clothes, food. .

And:h:ydalpedafamilymhnglys- B

tem, arranging schedules and organizing
bus drivers. On visitation days, thicy sct up
lines: 1o looking for detainees, eched-
uled visitors, women and kids, wnd walk-

ins. If someone had triveled fag, they tried -

their best to get them in, Stacy says. And if

a lady cricd — We'ﬂ gct you ml Wc'llgct

you in!
-Stacy. loved meetipg famihca Two

youag women brought their father's collcge .

books, 20 ho could study. They ‘were “sq,
sweet,” ‘Stacy ~Loved their father”
Othusmedtohmgthomldmglm,m
Iraqi custom. (Soldiers, of course, couldn’t
ucept th.m) -

really appreciate the Umud
Shtu," Stacy says. Under Saddam, “they
said they were in prison.” Now; they were

‘bappy. They wero fice. .
t‘lAn(!wliel‘lﬂmev.s caught s;ddam_;

Fyrey)

celebrated. “They were

had the chance to -
appeal their cases. - .
ShesunmcmbehSamASym,Sam

had gons to Baghdad to: protest the --

mosques from coalition farces. !nswmt bo’
found Iragis looting them. “This is messed
up!™ ho thought He headed for home but
‘was capturéd by the coalition, :

They brought him to Bucca. He was
taken care of. He worked ss aa interpreter,
helping the Amem:m, and cven became a
Christian.

. Shcyhbed&m;dmleuedndcvm
s Inmnﬂ‘ltlinam sixport. Today, he's
horhe in Sym..
drew cartoons. Not 2 fan of Saddam
Hussein, hedd surrendered the first day of
the war. He was nlnsed ‘while Shcy vas-
there.
" She later learned he. exL '['m n-l}y
sad sbout that™ ld‘

And then . ‘lh:ro
who loved it at Clmg sod bo didn’t -
want to leavel” Young Said wia brflliant —
spolts three lmguagu -'bu&kq)t commit-

oge dehaince

2 tmg mmor crimes 50 ho vou‘ld come b;cl'.
Sho cant praise- her l’tllow lold;en .
59

3 S ey n%ﬁ 3‘9 10“‘.59_‘5,5“: v

* 5o he'd get out. “Major Garrity, I'll seo
you in two days!” helf declare. -
"And I‘H scc hxm m|:wo days)” Stacy

i ,-'

T‘nm weze lmnor incidents .
butusuaﬂydlwuglm “1 ncverlnd
a problem, snacy mm. 1 Aever bad: ER
prodlem.” .
Maybe beatise sho was hnd
The Red Crosy urged ‘camps th give
Iragis recreational items. So Stacy got soc-
cer balls, volleybalis, and chess, checker

_ aad domino sets, donated by the Knwaitis,

chanting,” Stacy says. "U.S.A_l U.S.A.I"
Add: “George Bushi® :
Helping was just ber-job, qu foxists.

Mast of all, it mizde sense. One of the most -

mpothntlhxmlhebcheva,“utom
mdmnds”uheuys.lthulihe
Americans, they won't hrirt Americans.

. “This is vo lie,” Sucydcchm “Eighty-
f" of the detninees ‘that Ioft
llnnkcdmoforlhz;oodmmm(of&c
guards).”

‘They imvited her bo visit. “You can come
to my family any time!” they declared. “We
tbmk.ofyouhblllstq'l'

- And zgain and again, theyd stop, snd.
EI  slieir hand over thelr heart. “And God

ess your mother and your father™

'l'he hot monthy passed Stecy worked

haid. Prisoncrs camo and. prisobers . loft,
anid sotcer balls peuttied over the djrt. The

“desert sun crushed tho earth.

Thes, 'this spring, Stacy got word. She
was eommghome

““They.yero

* Itwuhrdfursmcy,too' umew.

ST

* Hiled. AD the- cu:wunid bE, 1t

.“Things wem going well wheir'! left™ She -

packed. And And she came homs,
'I;o\!‘ay ho’s back at work..She cat walk
Bress Titéad of sand,;liyed in a
Imuse m.md.of L} !anLShq's qw her fam-

Butshemmbq:mthufamlyfz
avay. Comrades in boots and khaki, Ki

~with bracelets. Saad, seeking mischief, Ofd

and young And the genenls who loved
her.
s:ag_, their Golden Heart.
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