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28 June 2004
Exsellency,

1 have tha honour to address you in my capasity a8 Chairpetson-Ropparteur of the Warking Group
on Arbitrary Detantion pursuamt to Commighion on Hnman Rights retolntion 2003/31,

In this conpection, 1 wonld like to draw the aftention of your Govarnment to {nformation I have
received regarding Feroz AN Abbasl (m), UK national, aged 23, Moazzam Bagg (m), -UK/Peldstan
national, aped 35, David Hicks (m), Australian national, agad 28, Salim Aumed Hamdan (m), Yemen
nedopal, aged 34, All Hemzs Ahmed Sulaymaa al Bahhul (m), Yemen national and Ibrahlm Ahrned
Muliuvad a! Qest (m), Juden patlonel whe rauain in swlituy cvulinausnt In US military custedy in
Guantinnmo Bay, Cuba. They are reportedly the only detainees so far made mubject 10 the Military Order
on the Detention, Treatment and Trial of Cortaln Nog-Citizens in ths War Agabwut Terrorism signed by
Presidonz Bush in November 2001. Those held under tha Order can reportedly be deteined indefinitely
without chiarge or trial. They oan also be tricd by militacy commissions, whose verdicts, including desth
scntences, cannot be appealed in any court. Three of them, All [Tam2a Ahmed Sulayiuaw 2l Bablul, Ibrahim
Ahmed Mahmoud al Qosi and Devid Hicks, have allegedly bean charged with conspiracy to commit wer
crimes. No dares for their trials have heen set, but repantedly David Hicks may 829 a milisary commission
in August.

All aix mon arc belicved to be held In Camp Lcho, the part of the Quantdnamo facllisy where pro-
comuzizsion detaivees are hald. Bach mao is allegedly hold for 23-24 bours a day in a reportedly
windowlesa cell with no posgibllity of gommunication with other detainces. Prolonged isolstion in
conditions of reduced seasory stimulation oso reportadly sanse severs physical and psyobological damage.
In a declaration signed an 31 March 2004, psyshiatrist Dr Daryl Mesthews, who visjted Guantdnamo in
2003 at tho imvitation of the Pentogon, atatod that the solitary ocnfinement places the detaineos “at
sigaificant rigk for fiurs psychiatric detorioration, possibly including the devslopment of irrcversible
peychistric sympioms.

The amouncement that these six detainess were subject to the Mijtary Order came reportedly on 3
July 2003, end they were supposcdly transfared to Camp Echo after this. Salina Ahmed Hamdun, whu hus
been 1o US custody since November 2001, was tranaferred to Camp Echo in early December 2003, while
Feroz Abbasi and Moazzam Begg are believed to have boon held thepe longer, In 8 seperate development,
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Ali Hamag Ahned Snlayman al Behlul’s military Jawyer said on 22 Tune thet hs has not met ith his client
for two months becanse of delays obtaining sacurity cleamnce for 2n {nterprater,

Conoerns bave been expreated that aay guilty pless or deteinos tesimony before the military
commissions could be the result of tha eoarelva nature of the conditions in which the detainees have Jong
been held without any legal protess. The conditions in Camop Echo are likely to leave the detsineas thecs

even more suaceptble ologteal coarcion and false confeasion. Asocording to Dr Matthows’s
declaratlo as zald that ho has considered n gmeliorste his B6
Eitustion. a pettan m a US fedeml counst om behalf ¢ military lawyor B6

allegadly claims that the authorities have told tha prisoner that he shall yammn tr custody uatil such time as

he wishes to plead guilty o somoe unspecificd orimo agalnst the United States in a manner satisfactory to
[me auchorites], and tar his appoinied defense counsel s not suthorized to moyat any legal defense to

cither his detention or the circumstmecs of his jncarcaration, but rather is available enly to assizt Mr
[:I.n pleading guilty to fotac unapesified offensc.

Without in any way making any detenmination on tho facts and ciroumstances of this case sod on
whether the deteation of tha above-mentioned persons f3 arbitrary or nof, I would like to appeal to your
Excellency’s Goveramens, 1o take all necessary measures to guarantse ths right of the above named parsons
not to be deprived arbitrarily of their liherty and to falr proscodings before an Indepandent and impartial
tribunal, in sccordance with articlas 9 and 10 of the Universs! Declaration of Human Rights and articles 9

and 14 of the Internatianal Covenant on Civil and Politleal Ripghta.

Twould greatly apprecieto recetving information from your Governmans oencerning the gtepa taken
by thc competent muthoritics in compliance with the provisions containad In the. intamational Jagal
instruments refamed to rbove, as they apply to the nforernentioned parsons.

B6

Acoept, Exeelleney, the assarances of my highest consideration,

v

e ———————g

. Leotla Zemrofigui
Chairperson<Rapporteus of the Working Gronp en Adbitrary Detention
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