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U.S. Department of State
2201 C Street, NW.
Washington, D.C 20520

Dear Assistant Secretary Kelly,
I am forwarding to you 2 copy of a letter from Dr. Michae] Grodin conceming his request
for an immediate investigation into the allegations of torture and other mistreatrment of suspected

Al-Qadca detainees.
It is the desire of this office to be responsive to all inquinies and communications. 1
respectfully ask for your asmst.mcc in resolving the issues outlined in the attached

correspondence.
Please convey a copy of your response to the issues raised in Dr. Grodin's Jetter to

Meaghan F. Hohl of my Boston office
1 thank you for your cooptration in this matter
mcerely.
John F Kerry
United States Senator
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Caring for Refugees and Survivors of Torture and Related Trauma

Education and Advocacy: . Clinical Office!
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Ph: (617) 6384626 Ph: (617) 4144794
Fax: (617) #14-1464 . Fax: (617) 4144796
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Senator Johm Kenry Boston, Jan. 21t 2003
One Bowdoin Squars
Tenth Floor
Boston, MA 02114 RELEASED IN FULL
Dear Senator John Kexry,

Ths Boston Center for Refugee Health and Human Rights provides comprehensive health care for
refugees mnd survivory of torture and related trauma, Moreover, we advocate for the promotion of
health and humzn rights in the United States and worldwide. The purpose of tortire is to
deliberately destray not only the physical and emotional well-being of individuals, but also the
dignity snd will of entire cammumities, ¥a our work with survivary of torture, we are daily
confronted with the destructive effects of 1ortize on human beings, '

Al The Boston Center for Refugee Realth and Hinnan Rights we sxe deeply cancemed by
allegations of worture end ofber mistreatment of suspected Al-Qacda detainees by US officials as
described {n the Washington Post on Dec.26.2002, The allegations smply that US officials are
using methods of torture such as “endirance and stress” techniques to interrogate prisoners of wax
in Afghemistam. These teehniques include “standing or Kneeling for hours”, and “being beld in
awkwaed positions”. Suchaots, if true, violate fitemational legal prohibiions against tortare and
other ill treatiment oader tresties that the United States hadt ratified. These treaties mclude the
1949 Ganeva Conventions and the Convention agsinst Torture,

As the Senator of Massachusetts whers the Bostan Center fur Refugee Health and Human Rights
is situnted we ask yon to call for an immadiate investigation of thess allegations. If they are wue,
the responsible US offictals should be persecuted under international law.

Sincerely yours,

NAt oSk,
Michae] Grodin, MDD,

Professor of Health Law, Biocthics and Humon Rights, BostonUmw
Oo-dxmetor. Boston Center for Refuge Health and Hisman Rights
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Maeriz Norredsm, M.D.
Senior researcher, Boston Center for Refuge Health and Human Rights
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Comments:

If there is a problem with the trapsmission of this fax, please call (617) 565-8519.

Thank you.
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UNCOLN CHAFEE, RHODE ISLAND PALIL S. SARRANES, MARYLAND
GEORGE MAEN, VIRGINIA CHIISTOPHER J, DOOE. CONNECTICUT
KANSAS JOHN F. KERRY, MASSAOWSETTS

R, BRMRSRSTT O nitd States Senate -

JOMK . SUMUNL, NEW NAMPSITAE JON 3. CORTINE, hEW JE COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
KENMETH A. MYERS. Ju.. STAPF DRECTOR
ANTONY & SUNKEN, DEMOCRATIC STAZF DIRECTOR WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6225

July 23, 2004
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The Honorable Colin L. Powell
Secretary ot btate—

Washington, DC 20520

ERYE NE

Dear Mr. Secretary:
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On June 22, 2004, the White House released several internal Administration documents
regarding the treatment of enemy prisoners and combatants.

Included among these documents are several memoranda prepared by the Office of Legal
Counsel at the Department of Justice; I have a particular interest in learning the Department’s
views about two of these memos. The first, dated January 22, 2002, is entitled “Application of
Treaties and Laws to al Qaeda and Taliban Detainees™; the second, dated August 1, 2002, is
entitled “Standards of Conduct for.Interrogation under 18 U.S.C. 2340-2340A.”

I write to pose several questions:

1. Was the Department of State involved in the preparation of cither of these
memoranda? If not, when did the Department leam of their existence?

2. Does the Department of State agree with the conclusion, set forth in the memorandum
of January 22, 2002, that the President could have decided to suspend temporarily U.S.
obligations under the Third Geneva Convention with regard to Afghanistan? If so, please explain
the legal basis for that opinion. .

3. Does the Department of State agree with the analysis of the Convention Against
Torture set forth in part I of the memorandum of August 1, 2002, at pages 14-22?- Is this
analysis consistent with the Department’s prior interpretations of the Convention, including any
authoritative representations made to the Senate during its consideration of the Convention?

1 appreciate your attention to this request.

/Joseph R. Biden, Jr.
Ranking Minority Member
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