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Press release No. D4/XX
16 January 2004

United States: ICRC president urges progress on delentionsrelated’issbes

Geneva {ICRC) — The president of the International Committee of the Red Cross {ICRC),
Jakob Kellenberger, had tslks this week with Secretary of State Colin Powell, Nationa)
Security Adviser Dr Condoleez2a Rice and Deputy Secretary of Defense Paul Walfowitz. The
discussions represented a follow-up ta a meeting in May 2003 when the (CRC president had
appealed for detsinees in Guantaname Bay o benefit from due legal process and for
sighificant changes to be made at the camp itself.

Mr Kellenberger, while appreclatmg the frankness of the dialogue with the US authorities,
lamented the fact that two years'afier the-first detainesd; arived at Guamsnamp, 2nd despite
fepeated pleas, they are still facing seemingly Indefinife detention beyond the reach of the
law. He also noted that the ICRC's cancerns regarding’certain aspects of the conditions and
lreatment in Guantanamo have nat yel been adequaiely addressed.

Mr Kellenberger welcomed assurances from the US authorities that the review process in
place is to be accelerated, leading to possible further releases from Guantanamo, while
stressing the importance of ensuring that those remaining shauld either be charged and tried
or placed within a lega! fremework which governs thelr continued detention.

Beyond Guantanamo, the ICRC is increasingly concerned about the fate of an unknown
number of people captured as part of the so-called global war on terror and held in
undisclosed locations. Mr Keilenberger echoed prevuous official requests from the ICRC for
information on . thése " detainees' and’ for évential. access to’ them. as an imperant
-humanitarian priority and as a logical continuation of the orgamzatmns current detention
work in Guantanamo and Afghanistan,

Said Mr Kellenberger after the meetings: "The talks were held in a constructive atmosphere
and the US authorities seemed sincerely receptive to our concerns and challenges, as we
are eware of theirs, although we expect of course that this important dialogue wil yield
concrete fesults relating to our concerns. We remain committed to the dialogue process with
the US authorities and to our impostant humanitarian work In Guantanamo and slsewhere.”

' For mora Information, please contact:
Amanda wlllmmsnn ICRC Washington, te!. ++1 202 233 94 30 or ++1 202 431 68 06§
Florlan Westphal, ICRC Ganeva, tel, +&41 22 730 29 30 or ++4179 217 32 26
Antonsils Notari, ICRC Geneva, lol. ++41 22 730 22 82 or 4441 79 247 32 80

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE
REVIEW AUTHORITY: WILLIAM E LANDFAIR
DATE/CASE ID: 02 NOV 2004 200303827

K:RC UNCLASSIFIED

—__.-‘—_—

ACLU-RDI 3656 p.1 DOS-000315



