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Colan Powell, Secretary of Stote RELEASED I'NPART

2201 C Street, N.¥W. Washington DC, USa
Fax: + 1 202 647 22 83 B6

Deor Secretory of Stote,

As a lavyer and an activist in the promotion of human rights
I take s neutral position in the politics of foreign countries.
My activities are restricted to the mast elemental forms of

Therefore I would like to express my utmost

human justice.
the US Naval Base in Guantéramo Bay, Cuba.

concerh about the situstion in
With regard to this Amnesty Internationasl has ssked me to adress

myself to you with the following recommendations:

i To the US authorities: .
- calling for repeal of the Military Order and regretting that six detainees have been named under it;

b urging that none of fhe six be relerred for trial before military commission, as justice wili neither be done nor be

i seen to be done in such proceedings: ) ) .
- calling for the six to be charged with recognizably crimins) offences, brougbt to trial in proceedings which meet

' international stadards for fair trial, including the right to appeal, ot else released;

* - opposing any usc of the death penalty;
- regretting that by such conduct, the USA s undermining its claims to be committcd to the rule of law., .
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I Asmmesty International believes that the Mili Order should be revoked, and that any trial before the military
| commissions wouid contravene imtemat{ona] mm:
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e US citizens cannot be subject to the Mili Order and will not be tric§ by military commission, cven if

Feroz All Abbasi (m), UK national, sged 23

Moszzam Begg (m), UK/Pakistan national, aged 35

David Hicks (m), Australian natlonsl, aged 27

and threc other non-US mationals, identities and nationallities unknown

The commissions wil} lack independence from the executive. The executive has the power to npame who
will be tried by the commissions, to eppoint o to remove commission members, to pick the panel that will
review convictions, and to make the final decision in any case.
* There will be no right of appesl fo an independent and impartia) court established by Jaw. The commissions
can pass death sentences. Under international standards, governments myst ensure panticulsr respect for alj
fair trial rights in capital cases, including the right 1o appeal.
The right to counsel of choice and to an effective defence is restricted. Pefendants will be provided with
military lawyers and would bave to pay to rctain a civilian lawyer. ong other restrictions, civilian
lawyers may not have access to classified inforroation or ¢losed procdedings. In addition, lawycr/client

coafidentiality is aot guaranteed.

its discrimination on the basis of

accused of the same offence as a foreign nationa). International law prob
lower stapdard of evidence than

nationality with regards to fair trial rights. The commissions would allo
is admissible in ordinary courts
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I asgure you that I fully agree with these recommendations

and I c¢a8ll vpon you to conasider them sleso as resyles of my

Ee g%

own considerations.
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