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The following psychologics] assessment of Zain al-*Abadin ai-Abidasy
Muhemmzd Hassas, (a.k.a A Zubaydzh} is hased upon the ressles of direet inferviews

with and Ghservations of the subject, and from information htainad & 2t
e ) e (73t ot s J

Batkpround Taformation. For atteast g decade, subject hes Hved and waorked
within an énvirciument that has condoned, wurtured, inteasificd, and rewarded his madica}
beliefs. Tihe following is a partia! st of responsibilities that the subject has beld (o
particular ceder). Subject ie cuscantly 31 years old.

Abw Zubsydah worked from very low-level mujalidin (called courler by some) by age of
31 fothird or fourth man in 2-Qaida. No cne tiees to shat level in such a short
period of dme without being dedicated, trugted, and strohig

Alleged tolave weitten 81-Qa'ide’s mamual on resistance technignes md lecomred on the

]
tom,
=3

Involved i svery major al-Qa'ida tarrorist operation; served as the operationsl planner
for the millernium ploi (3000), the Paris embassy (2001) zad a plenaer of tha 11
Seprember hijackings which kifled and maimed thovsands of Ansericans.

Berved 45 sbnicr Userea Bin Ladis leatenant and pleyed & key role iy the movement snd
taiting of uperatives on behalf of al-Qa’ida, the Egyptian Isiamic Jihad, ang
othes terroriat eleraems inside Pakistan and Afghanistan. He wax a key player in
the Millenndum theeat last year and appears 10 bs engaged i ongoing ferrorism -
planning againgt US Interasts. Zubaydah s wanted in Jordas fot hiz rolein the
Millsnninm plot, :

Dizscted the start-up of a Bir Ladin oell in Jerdan that was disrupéed in Amumap fn
Dectrber 1999 far pletiiig serrorist ots against US aad Taneli wargets during the
Miltunniurs celebrations in Jorden. Two central figures of the plot, under arrest,

iderdifled Abu Zubaydah as being the primary Sopposter of fiis celf and fhe nlet.

Managed s network of waining oamps, safehouses, and Aujubedin-related offices in

Peshawar and Afghanistan, assisted in other exiremist netwerks, by movisg mes,
mondy and materials in support of varlcus j;‘}mds-ammd
the woeld,
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Served as Depaty Camp Conmander for al-Qatds training camp in Afghanistan.

Pertonally approved entry and graduatios of 2} E’BiﬁﬁiSm ,
q ¢irca 19992000, From {926-1999, approved sit mdividusls
FOIEg 1 and ouf of Afghanistan to the tralnlng carps. N6 one came in and qut of
Peshawsr, Pakistan without his knowledge and approval. Served a abQalida's
socidinator of external contacts, or foreign commnications.

Acted as 21:Qaida’s (T offlcer and was trusted to find spies in fieiz midst,

Relovant Bisiory: Subjeccreported that he persisted for 3 few years iz holding
o0 the pozsibility that b could eventually Wwansition from jihad life back into college
and pursaitof hls tradizonal educational, career, and family goals. As time passed he
appesred 16 find a special niche for himself. He bscame increasingly integrated into the
jihadist ideology and Hfestyle. He periodically falt pangs of homeslekness, longed for the
comnpany of fardly, and fantasized about 2 future 23 & computer expert of enginees,
However, gvertime, the frequency and intensity of these thoughts and fesfings
diminished: Hs began to think of any activity ousslde fhad as “silly", Betntually, ke
understood st his mind and heart were devoted to serving Allsh and Istars throuph bis -
Haad, He agserted that he has had®10™ doubls or regrets about choosing to pursue and

devore himself <o jihad since the mid-1090"s.

Pergonality: Subjeet is a highly self-directed individual whto prizes his
independence. Hs seeks io axpress his independence by deing things his own way zod

1 styde to the exiantithat he can within the stucivre of radical sslafist
cuvironmenis. When be makes concascions, it s within the context of Iifs ideological and
raligicia ictions, Be bay narcisststic features that are evident iz his attention 1o his
appearance and bn bis obvious “efforis™ to demonatrats that he is rzally 3 rather “humble =
and regilariany.” Subiect clearly:possesses an air of confidonce, self-assurance, and

YSSUSY regeriine the nlline of civili

Fis ecknowledged that he

celerrated the destrontion of the W orld Trade Center,

He i intellactually curions, skepticat sod wary of others' intentions, possesses
sxosllent seff-discinfine and readilv sots acide his swa intor =t hi
responsibilities.

viec: is pafectionistic
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1ghly cautions regsrding opewing up to ohers), aad highly cspable in
3 with others from 2 varisty of backeroends. Not surprisingly, he possesses
¢, drive, Creativity and pragmatiom that characterizs effsctive leaders.

¥ sacially pareeptive and quick to recognize snd assess the moods and
maidvations of offiers. He is alert and keenly observant of ofhers” interactions. s s
strongly telined to carefully zange § situation before voicin g opintons ¢r revesBng
feelings, Heis sdeptat chaesing to conceal ot convey 2 particalar atditude or smotion
depending un the rotitext and mmedists utility. Subject tends to be a very private pecson

Y

who Is skestical of otisers’ intontions and alers for ulterior motives, He is markediy

; apsiCoping Skills: Overell, subject’s background as
tevealed bY' self-report (including diarles and interview) doss 1ot indieate that he hes 2
Hetory of tgond disturbance or other psyshiatric pathology. Indeed, his reported and
Kiown histary indicates that he ls remarkably resilient end corfident that hie pan
overeorne sdversity, During the ozcasions thas he exparieness incressed stress and/or
low w00d, e may besoise somewhat more withdrawn, melanchcly, and refleciive.
Bowever, ts shift in rsood will Hkely last a rebatively short fime. He denies and thers i
10 evidencis in his reported Bistory of faousht disorder NI ; huzith

016Et 1S generaliy self-sefficient and rafies on bis vaderstandiag and
apprication:of religious and psyehologieal principles, intelfigence, and discipling io avoid
snd overcore preblems, Hig faitl, the dlessings of refigious leadezs, and camaradests of
Exe-minded mnfabsdin brothers have provided hi with a reliable and durable suppert
systen:, :

of ;amcuLJ note has beejn sulject’s abiiity to manage ks mood and emotions
turing detettior, Being clrcumspess, calm, controlisd, and delibersts is Rkaly
charactericts Sdacito oo CESSUEE STIGT G CRpture

of ol

DRAFT
TOF SECRET

ACLU-RDI 4560 p.4 DOJ OLC 001036



. TSR SPA N DRA 'I‘
f Tng RCRET

addition, ‘u - showad strong sigs ef svmpathetic nervous system arcusal gpassably fes)
whea Be axserienced the fnftial # confreatational” dislocation of sxpectation during s

interrogation sessidn. Dus to hisi neredibly strong resclvs, expartise in civilian warfare,
resistance b interrogation tsckniquss (the latter swo which fie trained hundreds of otiots
on, this experience was onz of the fow that Jed to lbm providiag siguificast actionabls
intelligence, As has beesn observid throughous 1is recent datention, he was shlato
quickly beviree back from these frost discorcertiig moments and regain 3u air of calr
nizd;m-«e and sirong resolve i not parfing with other theeat informatien,

}_?gm Winldview: A«‘cddm to the subject, the jthad witl ultimaiely be
vigtoricos ver Ameriean and

Lmigu Subject’s pr mazy motivations are {in 0o partioutar erder):
status/prestize, power, influence, rving the Ummah, serviug the prophet and Alfah,
puscuing & “pure jihad”, contributing to ths establishment of Shari’a among Muslion
scuntriss, chnteibuting to the’ lzfanﬂ g up” of Muslims throvghout the worid, and
evatiel muua to the rastoration of ¢ ma Palestinian homeland,

_ EEL;Y wary Strepgihs. (in vo *‘eartzu.ﬁar order) Ability to focus, goai-ureci»d
dzsctp}me, intelligence, emaﬁsnai resitience, streat sevvy, ability 10 orgenize sed manage

people, abilsy 1 delegass tasks, Keen chservation siills, finid 2 daptabzhty {cen anticipats
and adapt vuder duress and with mmmsat resources), capable of assessing and exploiting
the noeds of others, abil i ¢ ano oy & ﬁ
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Dnzgnmn end Inferrocation,  Subject raecgnizes that his duty as a

seldier/warrior/muiahid is e m}. sislead, and fie to protect what is most eritical 1o
seeeess of

v
e
L3Viv

ceuse, He assumes tat we u.nde.suxd tkis, Thus, be s not fiksely 1o be
intimidater of weskensd by betug “caught” in Hes. His job it fo Ke, During interview he

xplained taat be Led to bis ne ghfcu‘s ﬁaﬁp}\w—erc, t0 baokess, wavel agents. gpot
perseanel, and mEny r‘:aers :.md“ © p“oteb his peopie and activitiss.  He sald, 7 K,
ile, He, Yie, lie, and Yo O 2 e St desentions |

2al guceess,

& acquired 2 United Nations refugee identification card by
BLSTOLLLy & e over & periad of several weeks or months. Hehas fearned
that the cor: Ebﬁ:”ncn of “h.;iu cecepticn and iying pays off,

5 talked with Am;aa a’-é’iwahm and it is Hikely that Zawahid talked
about his experiencs as a caplive of the Egypiians and { Russizns, & addition, subjeet i
familiar and probably swell v raawygazdmv al-Qa’ida sdut»nt ot md eszstaxm irafning
mmnalx Thus, one wobld ﬁ?{?%;a thersubject would iled

Bieet believas i the ultimate desday of Ielamis fo
the world. He betioves that global vistory it mev.iasl Thus, there iz the

«mce tiht f1e counld rationalizs that providing informasion will harm corrent efforts b
repzesen; orly 3 teroparary sethack
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