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‘ LONDON -- A lawyer for two of ﬁve British suspects released from Us. custody c .
in Guantanamo Bay criticized British police Wednesday for their treatment ofthe - )
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- detainees On the].r return to Bnmn- mn-\qwr“;'s e RERRRIR I aske et ).w,mg-‘\-_.#\\ .';’ gL seeenE v BB

Gareth Petrce said that the Metropolrtan Polrcc, who arrested four of the ﬁve men who returned to

Britain on suspicion of invelvement in terrorism, made her sleep depnved chents undergo fingerprinting

- procedures for too long:

Peirce represents Asif Iqbal and Shaﬁq Rasul -- two of the five men who arrived in Britain late Tuesday
after spendmg more rhan two years at theU S detentlon camp. m Cuba. -

| Rasul lqbal Ruhal Ahmed and Tarek Dergoul were all anested under a section’ of the Terrorism. Act
that concems alleged mvolvement in the commrssron, preparatron, or mstrganon of terronst acts

- They are being held at ‘the high secunty Paddrngton Green station in west London where they are to be
questroned mdwrdually by Anti-Terrorist branch ofﬁcers :

Peirce sald that the men, who were ﬂown back to Bntam ona mrhtary plane accompamed by
mdependent observers were suffenng from severe sleep depnvatron

" “The procedures went on far too long last mght, unnecessary and protracted ﬁngerpnnnug which
continued until way aﬁer midnight," Perrce said. . :

"It was very clear that they should have been allowed to s]cep lono before théy were and it was very
clear that their cclls were too cold,” she added. "Wc told lhc polncc lhal they are sm]ply compoundmu

" the unlawfulness-of the last two ycars."

Police s.nd lhe four men were examined by a forensic mcd1ca1 examiner 10 ensure lhey were fit 1o be
detained and interviewed by police. They were allowed a telephone call and access to lawyers of their
choice.

~] welcoaie the fact that these men are no longer in légal limbo," said Charles Kennedy, leader of the
opposition Liberal Democrats party. "T\vo ycars without proper recourse (o lawycrs or access 10 their
- familics was too long>

Some legal experts doubt therc will be cnough evidence o try any of the returmees bccausc m['on mation
gleaned from interrogation at Guantanamo would be inadmissible in court." :
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- detennons when Bush vxslted London in N0vember
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A fifth man, 37-year-old Jamal al-Harith, was released after being questioned briefly by immigration . .
officers at the air base He was given a pohce éscort to an undlsclosed locatxon

'AI-Hanth's lawyer, Robert lear sald his chent wanted the U S. authontxes "to answer for the mjusnce
' whxch he: has suffered T

Yew

. "He has been detamed as an ‘innocent for apenod of two years He has been txeated ina cmel mhumane

degmdmg manner, he wan;sthe authontm to answer for that," lear added.
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The five were released from the U.S. Navy prison in Cuba after months of talks between British and
Amencan officials, including President Bush and Prime Minister Tony Blalr who dlscussed the
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1‘our Britons remain at Guantanamo - Moazzam Begg, Feroz Abbasx, Rxchard Belmar and Mamn '
Mubanga. Begg and Abbasi had been listed as some of the first detamees likely to face a mxlxlary
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About 640 prisoners are held at Guantanamo on suspxcxon of lmks to Afghamstan s fallen Tahban :
regnne or al anda ' "o ‘
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