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Doar Secretary of Defense

Amnesty intemational wrots to you casliay i month 1o seck asuirances that 31l thosc taken
into US vustody during the angning military operstions in Afghunistan will be treated hnmanely with
full respect for tiels hiuman riging under international law.

A yout xre no doubr awars, since the United Stzirs began transferring detainess to Camp X~
Ray in the Guanténamo Ray naval base, therc has been widespread {nterpationsl concorn regarding
ccpons of aspects of the weatment at'the detwminees and of the physical cunditions under which they
are being held. Concaay hius also been voiced about the logal smatug of the detninces and their accexe
10 intemationally-agrecd safeguasds zpplying 1o al} prisoners and datainess.

‘ .

1 an writing to reqnest permission for an Amnesty Tnternations} delegatinn to vigit the
Guanténemo base i the near future, 1 observe firgt hand the conditivns under which the pritsaners
are detsimed, 10 interviow deluiness. and to receive more information abous thei weaument fom
sentor afficdals on site.  While we welcune the gceess given o the Intemationat Committes uf the
Red Cross. we believe that it is csvantial that appiopriaie human rights orpantentions ond othars have
an opporluitily 10 Visit detainees and repost on sondirions. -

As you may be aware, w1 Amnesty Intemational delegation yisited the US navu! base gt
Guagtanamn Ray in Seplamber 1994, t lovk into the situation with regard to Cubos and Thaitiay -
wsylum-seekers who were detsined these aftcr being intercepted af sea by the US authoritiss. We
woro appicuiutive of the gccess given by the authoritics &t that tiuie,

I will ask o staff meniler of our Interaations! Seretariat to contact your offive in the near
future to ascentain when a visit can be sauged.  We very much hope that you will agree w0 facilive
such a visin

Thank you in auvance for yous coopentian.

Yours sincercly

O

r Zihiga
Director of Regiona] Suaicgy

cc. The lionourahle Colin Pows(l, Bocretary of Stale
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