
EPW I Detainee Guide 

SEARCH for weapons, documents. After thorough search, person must be allowed to 
maintain: 
- Protective clothing 	- helmet - rank - personal items (jewelry, watch, pictures) 
- Shoes or shoe laces 	- ID card - wallet - rucksack / luggage 

- Secure all other items for S-2 for exploitation (maps, orders, diagrams, etc.) 
SILENCE  do not allow detainees to talk to each other. Gag only when necessary, and pay 
CLOSE attention to these individuals. 

SEGREGATE  the detainees by rank, sex, military from civilian, hostile from cooperative, 
etc. 
SAFEGUARD  detainees from danger on the battlefield, and from any reprisals by U.S. 
Forces or other detainees. It is our obligation to protect them from harm. 
SPEED  ensure all detainees are evacuated to collection points in timely manner, given the 
tactical and logistical situation. 

TAG  ensure all items found on detainee are recorded and placed in the same bag, along 
with a capture tag. Do not allow detainees to "sterilize" themselves by throwing away 
notebooks, money, cell phones, etc! Place one tag on detainee, one with gear, and retain one 
for records. This will also serve as a temporary receipt for the confiscated gear. 

ENSURE the following is on capture tag:  
1. DTG of capture 2. Place of capture (grids, town, street corners, specific bldg, etc) 
3. Circumstances of capture (gave up without a fight, fought bravely, ran away, comforting 
dying comrades 4. ALL documents / items found by capturing unit 

Legal Obligations  to EPW 
HANDLE PERSON FIRMLY, PROMPTLY, AND HUMANELY 

An EPW is a non-combatant, and you are obligated to protect him from the effects of the 
battlefield. The captive in your hands must be disarmed, secured, and watched, but he must 
also be treated at all times like a human being. He must not be tortured, killed, or degraded. 

You ARE permitted to use the minimum amount of force necessary to make the detainee 
comply with instructions and to assure the safety of yourself, your fellow Soldiers, and other 
prisoners. 

MISTREATMENT OF A CAPTIVE IS A CRIMINAL OFFENSE  
It is dishonorable and foolish to mistreat a captive. It is also punishable under 

international treaty (which is Federal Law) and the UCM,J. Also remember that 
commanders are ultimately responsible for the conduct of their troops!!! 

TREAT SICK / WOUNDED CAPTIVES AS BEST YOU CAN  
The captive saved may possess valuable intelligence. In any case, he is protected under 

the Geneva Conventions and has a right to medical treatment. Enemy medical personnel 
can provide medical care for EPWs. Daily food and water rations must be provided in 
order to pre -vent weight loss or nutritional deficiencies. 

ALL DETAINEES ARE C- ONSIDERED EPWS AT OUR LEVEL  
All detainees will be given the protected status of an EPW. An EPW or detainee cannot 

renounce his status, or switch sides to fight for the U.S. 

REMEMBER, THE TAKING OF WAR SOUVENIRS IS STEALING !!!  
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