1 [The deposition was called to order at 1342, 18 July 2004.]

[3S]

3 present today are:

4 ~ PERSONS PRESENT

5 MAJOR GENERAL GEORGE R. FAY, DEPOSITION OFFICER (DO);

6 -Rncbnnna (RC) ;

7 —LEGAL ADVISOR (LA);

8 —DEFENSE COUNSEL (DC) ;

9 BERIGADIER GEN'ERAL JANIS L. KARPINSKI, DEPONENT (WIT); and

10 — COURT REPORTER (CR), who has

11 previously been sworn.

12 [The deponent was sworrn. |

13 Questions by the deposition officer:

14 ‘ 2. For the recprd, Genera., could you please give me ycur

15 ful: name, your rank, and your social security number?

16 A. Janis Leigh Karpinsk:., —I, Brigadier
17 Generai, U.S. Army Reserve Componen:,—

18 C. What is your current uni:t of assignmentc?
19 A. I'm attached to the Readiness Cobmmand at Fort Jackson,

20 South Carolzina.

LA: Let's get started. It is July 18%, 2004, at 1342, and

21 Q. At some point in time, you assumed command of the 800°%"
22 MP Brigade. 1Is that correct?
23 "A. Yes, sir.
1
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2 Brigade?
3 A. On the 29%% of June 2003. I had been in theater for
4 about 10 days, maybe twc weeks, at that point, and took command
5 .of the 80C™™ MP Brigade from Brigadier General Paul Pill.
6 Q. And when you took command, who was your rater and who
7 was your senior rater?
8 L. Nobody knew, and I asked Major General Kretzer at that
9 tome----
10 0. I'm sorry. Whc s Major General Kretzer?
11 A. Major General Kre:zzer was the commander of the 377
12 Thezzter Suppcrt Command. - believe nis first name was David.
13 Befcre the change cof cormand, I went in to ask him because
14 General H.l1. was rated by General Kretzer. 1 asked General
15 Kreczer -f he was going -c remain as my rater. He said, "No.
16 You'll move up zc Baghdad anc you'll be rated by," and this is
i? exactly how he said it, sir, "You'll be rated by, I guess, the
18 DCC anc the commandexr . "
19 I said, "Okay. Doeé ~t make any difference that we're
20 Sust attached to them, we're no: assigned to CJTF7?"
21 He said, "No. It shouldn't make any difference at all.
22 You're working in their backyard."
2
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And actually the guestior had come up before that when

2 we were ir Baghdad--General H:ill and I, before I took ccmmand,
3 we made a loop through all c¢f our facilities, and it was whern we
4 were up in Baghdad, anc I met General Wodjakowski and General
5 Sanchez. General Hill actually brought up the question with the
6 operations cfficer, which at that time was a Brigadier General
7 Davis, and asked nim whc was ra:ting the separate unit
8 commanders. He said, "It varies. Ask JWodjo,'" meaning
9 Wodjakowski. We cig, and-Wodjakowski sald "We can work all of
10 -he details ou- once you Jer .-ur nere to Baghdad." So that was
11 one c¢i the reasons why asked General Kretzer about the rating
12 scheme, anc ne seemec =c De .I. acreement with that.
13 Wher tne headguarters actually moved up to Baghdad--wé
i4 arrived .n Baghdad cn :né 1°° of July. It was at least five days
15 later when - had the time to s:t down and talk to General
16 Wodjakowsk:i, about the direction we were going, some of my
17 concerns, because we had 5ad several conversations at that point
18 with the peop.e at the coall:zion provis:ional authority, and they
19 had a different understaniing of how we were going to work and
20 how much we were go.ng to pbe involved in the prison operations--
21 the civil:an prison operations, s0 I needed some clarificacion,
22 anc ne said to me, "Well, I dcrn't know. Maybe ybu'll be rated
25 Dby Ambassador Bremer."
3
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'So I said, "Well, I don't want to be rated by

2 Ambassad‘or-because we have a2 military functicn, here."®
3 He said, "Well, “ust give me your support form."
4 My aid took my suppor: form over to him, it had to be--
5 -
6 C. Now, this was to General_
7 A. Tc Gené»ral—: the CJTF7. He tcok the
8 support form over the cbjectives listed on it and the data
9 filled ouz. The next day, General—s aid called and
10 said General—s not rating General‘ So I
11  talked to him at the upda:ze, two nights later, over at the
12 CJTF?, and he said, "Yeah, -ust give me the support fcrm and I
13 czar nizial it. Whatever wcrks pest 1s what we'll do."
14> 7= was mcre alonc the lines of a generic conversation
15 than 1t was, you Knrow, “this s why I'm not going tc rate you.!
16 And I sa:d, "My &:2 got the support fcrm back from your
17  eid."
18 He saicd, "No. I think ycu hadé the wrong 1nformatioh.
19 Just get ic ‘back Zc me."
20 I saic, "Okay."
2] Q. Approximately whnza: date was that--the second
22 conversation, we're referring tc now? The one where it had
4
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1 already been returned by the aic and now you're speaking with

2 him a second time.saying----

3 ‘ A, T;his had to be towards the end cf July.

4 C. And you had taken over command?

S A. At the end of June.

6 Q0. So we already have a month lapse, here, between the

7 time that you arrived in coun:try, you did yoxir initial tour, you
& had yo. initial conversations before you even moved out to
9 Bégndad, and now it's a month later, and we still haven't
10 resolved the issue of who your rater is. Is that correct?

11 A. Thaz's correct.

12 And I xnew that t—here was conversa:tions about 1it,

13 because I saw Colonel-ow: . the CPA.
14 cC. Colonel-.'\s the JAG----

15 A. He is the SJA for the CSTF7, buz he, at that time, he
16 was playing e majer role down at the CPFA. His office was down
17 there, that's where we could usually find him, and hg was always
18 in the--above--1in the update areas, ana he had a regular desk

19 there and everything. -Genera.l Sar-l:"nez was down in the CPA

20 builiding at least fifty percent of his time, sO Colonel-
2] just kept his office dowr there. I think that that's what the

22 focus of his legal actions were. That's where I always found
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him. He said to me, "I think there's a legali proktlem with

.General Wodjakowski rating you."

3 I stopped in the hallway, literally, and I said to him,
4 '"Look, thris is ridiculous. I feel like a commander without a
5 home. We.can't get office space down here. Nobody wants to
6 give us quarters over at CJTF7 over at Victory, and now you're
7 +ellinc me there's a lega. limitation that Wodjakowski can't
8 rate me."
) He s&.a, "I th;hkhwe‘re wbrking it out, but what's the
10 probiem with General Diamcnd rating you and General Kretzer
11 senior rating ycu?"
12 T said, "Thev're in Kuwa:t. I don't see them.'
13 Because I had one unit--and he promised me tAhat he
14 would work it out.
15 -QA. This is Colonel—
16 A. This is Colonel- He said, "I'll get
17 clarificaticn. I think we'.l. be able to work through the legal
18 Iimitaticns.”
19 We had a unit dowr at Bucca--Camp Bucca was the first
20 priscner of war camp, and we continued to maintain tChat unit.
21 So every time I was going down tc Visit that unit, 1t was SO
22  close to the Kuwait border, I would try and go over to see the
23 people that I had working down there in the rear element, the
6
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1 rear detachment, and I would usually see General--General

3%

Egamond]took over, then, for General Kretzer, and I believe that
3 that was in August or September. I really don't have a clear

4 reccllection, but I saw him. I asked General Diamond

5 specifiéaily, the first ctime I saw him down in Kuwait, whern he

6 took over----

7 Q. Whzch was about Augus;?

8 A. thich was arout August. . asked him specifically 1f he
9 had heard anything. We were tryving to work out whatever the

10 legal lim:tations were to be rated by General Wodjakowski and

1 senior rated by Sanchez. He sa:d, "That's my undgrstanding.

12  You're not dowr. here. You don't work for me. And General

13  MgKiernman 1isn't even irn the theacer now, so it would be hard for

-“ -

14 -~you to be rated the same way that General Hill was." He said,

15 "We hear you guys are doing great things up there. I know you‘
16 have ar enormous miss:zon." We went over to Bucca and back up to
17 Baghdaad.

18 We were having prisons meetings at least tnree times a
19 week.----

20 Q. We can get to the‘bpe:azlons, anc we will, but if we

21 could just ge: to the point where when was it that someone
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actually accepted your OER support'form and signed off as your

1
2 rater and agreed that those were géod goal>s?
3 L. General Wodjakowski had my support form, I gave it to
4 him myself. He said he wasn't going to be bothered with all of
5 tpne details of the initials and everything else, that he knew
6 when I cot there and he knew when he accepted responsibility for
2 me. The aid furnished a copy of the rating scheme that had me
8 Dbeing ratec by Genera—and senior rated by General
9 Sancnez.
10 C. Do you have a copy cI that rating scheme?
11 A. I'm sure they do ir the 80Cc™. I don't have a personal
12 copy of 1=, because all of -he f:l.es were shipped back in the
13 connex to the 800", I'm sure--I'm positive they have a copy of
14 the ratinc scheme.
15 Q. So cid Genera-o: Genera'.'-Jr anyone
16 actua.ly ever éign the form, initial the form, and give it back
17 <o you?
18 A. No, sir.
19 Q. While you were operating there as the 800" MP
20 commander, who did you believe your----
21 A. General Wodjakowski.
22 Q. Was your rater?
23 A. Yes, sizr.
8
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1 0. Who did you believe your senior rater was?

to

A. Genera. Sanchez. That was on the rating scheme. I

-

3 responded tc his reguests for information. I responded----

4 Q. Now, who's rating scheme are you referring tc?

S A. CJTF7, sir.

6 ¢. And you actually saw that?

7 A. Yes, sir. I dia.

8 C. So, somewhere, there is a copy of that, be that at the

9 800" or at the CJTF7 level?

10 A. Yes, sir. And, Majo:-who was my S-1,

11 recelvedAmany phone calls abou:r getting the support form over to
12 General Wcdjakowsk: because they wanted to publish this rating
13 séhéhe and ;hey wan-ed tc make sure that they had at least on

14 file a suppcrt form for everydcdy.

ctle confused now. 1If you had given it

-

15 Q. Well, I'ma l
16 to them, why were they calling sc frequently asking for ic?

17 4. I don't know, and I didn't ask.

18 Q. Do you send it tc them every'tlme they asked for it--or
19 did your 5-1 send it to them every'time they asked for it?

20 ' A. Not every time. He said, "General Wodjakowski has the
21 suppor: form," and then tne admin officer, I think it was a

22 colioneél who called the last time, said, "I don't know what the
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disconnect was," or words to that effect, "but he does have it,

2 we haVe'i;, everything is in order now."
3 DC: You didn't realize it was that complicated of a
4 gquestion, did yecu?
5 Do: I didn't. And my next guestion will explain why. =
6 actually, along with inzerviewing a great number of people,
7 General dejakonki is one cf those that I've already
8 interviewed, and when I asked him the guestion, he told me,
9 point blank, that your rater was General Diamond. That, indeed,
10 he wasn't ycur rater.
11 WIT: Not true. However, sir, I will tell you that when
12 al. of -his--because whaz--probably from November, when units
13  knew they were getting ready tcC leave in the December, January
14 timeframe because they nac¢ completed their year or were getting
15 ready tc relocate to Kuwait Ior their redeployvment, they put Qﬁt
16 at every SJU, every Separate Unit Update, that 1 attended, and
17 they pu:z it out more citern than tnhat, "Do not send your OER
18 shells over to General Wodjakowsk.. He doesn't want to be
]9, inundated w:ith these, and he'll ask for them when your unit ig--
20 it will be a part of the traﬁsi:ion procesé.“ So, we got.that
21 notification because I was on the rating scheme, with General
22 Wodjakowski as my rater and General Sanchez as my senior rater.
10
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DC: As a point of clarification, sir, General Diameond is

‘2 the one who actually rated her.
3 WIf: Because when we got down to Kuwait, I dropped cifi my
4 support form as part of the cransition. My colleague, the
5 “commander of another MP brigade, General Geoghan, Dennis
6 Geoghan--ne was in Kuwait from July when he arrived and took
7 commané of the 22C%® Mp Brigade, and he remained in Kuwait until
8 ;hé beginning of November. Sc when he came up into Baghdad, I
9 gaid, "Dennis, what are you trying to co? Get two OERs from"
10 this deployment?"
11 He sa:d, "No. I'm “us: going to ask 'Wodjo' to rate
12 me."
13 T said, "He wasn't your rater while you were 1in
14 Kuwait. You had mcre than 9C deys."
15 He said, "Ahh, 1t doesn't make any difference.”
16 I said, "Genera. Diamond should be your rater.”
17 He looked me stra;ght in the eye, sir, and he said,
18 "Do you wan: General Diamond tc rate you?"
19 T said, "But ycu were cown there for four months.
20 This - a distorticn of the truth. Ii's a lie.”
21 He said, "'Wodjo' said he'll dc it. Nobody's going
22 to pey any attention to it."
11
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1 . So, he was, in fact, rated--or should have beern ratec
2 by‘General Diamond for four months, aﬁd then rated by--there

3 wouldn't have beer enough time for him to be rated by Genera.

4 dejakowski. So he said, "Wwrnat does your support form look

5 1ike?" That's how that conversation came Uup.

6 I said, "I have my support form, but our missions are
7 completely different, Dennis," and T said, "And you're not

8§ supposed to give it dejakoyski until the transitions of

9 authority is ccmplete."®

10 That night, he came back over to my TOC and said, "I
11 con'c rrink General Wodjakowsk:'s going to rate you. "

12 1 said, "Wha:t dc vou mean?"

12 He said, "He says he's ratinc me as an MP brigade

14 commancer and Spain, tne Corps ME brigade commander."

15 B 1 said, "You know, we've gone back and forth over

16 this. Genera. Wodjakowski is listecd on the rating scheme as my
17 rater, sc." I didn't run rléh: over to the CJTF7 Headguarters
18 and ask him, because I didn':c want tc put General Geogharn, you
19 kncw, as the courler.

20 Sc wher I was a:t tne SUU the next time, which I

21 pelieve was the next night, the update, I askec General

22 Wodjékowski, and he said, "Dor't give me support form until the

23 transition, Karpinski. You're no different than anybody else."
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I said, "Are you rating me, sir?"

2 He said, "Is my name on the rating scheme as your
3 rater?"
4 I said, "Yes, sir. But there's been some confusicn
5 anu I jﬁst wanted to make sure 1t was riyhct.”
6 So when we got down to Kuwait after the transition of
7 auchority of the 800%F---- ‘
g C. When did that conversation occur? The one where you
9 nad asked, again, abou: the ratinc scheme and about him rating
10 you anc him saying, "“DO not give 1t to me until aftexr SUU"?
11  When did that occur?
12 Z. Until a‘ter the--or durinc the transition of authority-
13 -there was a lot of acronyms that they used: TOA, SUU, BUA, all
14 ~those things. But this was after the transition--it was
15 supposed tc be part cf the transitaon packet . It's my
16. wecollection that it was a‘ter--I hadn't seern the photographs
17  yet, but this was after the transiiion--1t was supposed to be a
18 . par:t of the transition packet. It's my recollection that it was
19 after--I nadn't seer the phctograrhs ye:z, but I had known--I
20 . already knew that there were allegations.
13
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Q. This is January?

2 A. January. Mid-January.
3 So. when the transfer of authority was under way, we
4 Dbriefed General.Wodjakowski-—all of the MP brigades briefed nim
5 a2t the same time w.tia the replacement brigades in the briefing.
6 General Wodjakowski was there. He said, "Fine. Okay, guys.
7 Just give me the rest of the stuff you're supposed to turn over
8§ <ome." So we did. I believe everybody did. I know I did.
9 Q. This was in January?
10 A. This was the last weex of January.
11 And then when we Gi¢ the TOA--we did the transfer of
12  author:ity cn the 1% of Ferruary and on the 2™ of February we
13 Zlew cown to Kuwait. Lieutenant Colonel-phonetic], who
14 was the sen:or person in the rear detachment down there for me,
15 the 800", and she said tc me, "Diamond says you have to give him
16 a support form because Wodjzkowsxi's not going to rate you."
17 And I can't say - remember it verbatim, but I remember
1§ sayinc, "Well, sure. Why no:t? Everything else has changed.
19 You know I left my support form up there. Do you think he said
20 anything to me?"
21 She‘sa;d, "Ma'am, I dor't know, but General Diamond
22 said General Wodjakowski'é not going to rate you.'
.14
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Q. So did you actually give a support form, then, to

2 General Diamond?
3 A. 1 did.
4 ¢. And that would have been in Jan----
S A. February.
6 0. And did you have any conversations with General Diamond
7 in February after you gave him that support form?
8 .. No. What I dig was take it over. I asked his aicd if
9 General Diamond was available, and he said, "No, ma'am. He's
10 really nocz."
11 I said, "I have suppcrt form.'----
12 C. In the whole time tha: vou were there, it would have
13 been from June, as I recall, through February, now?
14 E. Yes, s:ir.
15 C. ©Did you have any conversations with General Diamond
16 zbout performance cr issues or the operations c¢f the 800%™ MPs or
17 what was going cn? The nﬁrmal conversations that you would have
18 with someone that would be your racer?
19 A. Nc, sir. 1 did talx tc him several times, anc, like I
20 said, evefy tame I was down ir. Kuwaiz, I went over--and I really
21 Iwent cver tc drop in and see him. One time I visited him
22 because I knew tha:t General Helmeley |[phonetic] was coming over,
23  and I wanted to know if they had the details of his schedule so
15
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I could make arrangements, if it was possible, to see him up at
Baghdad. They didrn't have them at the time----

Q. So, in your mind, there wasn't this usual command

3
4 relationship between you and General Diamond?
5 A. Absolutely not, Ssir.
6 Q. You believec that ycu‘were working for General
7  Wodiakowski, then, correct?
8 A. And General Sanchez.
9 0. Did you accept an OER from General Diamond?
10 A. I did not.
11 2. You did not?
12 % T Gic¢ not. He tcld me he was not going to rate me.
13 ¢. General Diamonc was:;: going to rate you?
14 A. Yes. That's exacily what he toid me.
15 ¢. Why was General D:iamond, now, not going to rate you Lf
16 ne was gcing to be your rater?
17 L. 1 dropped my suppor:t fcrm oIl with the aid, with a note
|8 atcached ce it, "sticky" note, that said, "I've heard you're
19 supposed to be my rater," nex: line, "News to me. Just in case,
20  this is my suppor: form." Léf: -« there. For not being
21 available, 30 minutes later, Lieutenant Colonel-
22 [phonetic] was in receipt of that suppcrt form; from General
16
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2 I'm not going to-rate her. I don't need this."
3 She broucht it over to me. I said, "Thank you very
4 much." - took it back over. I said, "I need to see General
) 5. 'Diamondg.'
6 "“Ma'am, you just missed him." That's what the aid told
7 me.
8 I saic, "wWould you rlease leave this for him," and
9 there's a note on the front, now, that says, "Please, call me."
10 "Sc he didn't call. 5c I called him. It must have been
11  abouz .C o'clock at nignt wnen I spoke to him, and he said----
12 C. And you were still in country in February at this
13 poinz?
14 A Yes, s.r I was.
15 Q. In Kuwait?
16 A. In KuwaZlt.
17 I said--and we had not--at that point, we didn't know
18 that Genera. Taguba was concucting an inves:iga:ion.-—That's not .
19 true. We had heard rumors that General Taguba was conducting a
20 15-£ investigation, but we dicé not <now what it was involving or
21 anything at that poaint. When I :aiked to General Diamond on the
22 phone‘at about 10 o'clock that night, I said to him, "I was told
23 that General Wodjakowski's not going tc rate me because we're
17
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not aséigned. I thought that that legal problem had been fixed

2 acéording to Colonel -back months ago."
3 And he said, "Well, I'm not going to rate you either.
4 I didn't see you up in Irag, - don't know what you did, ana
5§ Ceneral Wédjakowski's your rater."
6 Two days later, that changed. He said, "I called
7 General Wodjakowski.. Genera. Wodjakowski said he's not going to
B rate you."
9 - said, "Well, whs do I work for?"
10 Ard he said, "Well, right now, I guess you work for
11 me."
12 And - said--his -.rst name is Mike. I said to him,
13 ."Mike, you never came up and saw me 1in Baghdad. The half a
14 dozen times “hat I was ;n Kuwaiz 1n your cffice, you spoke about
15 all of the great news you hea;d about the 800%" and you were
16 sorry that you cculdn't supportl us more with the reguirements we
17 had at the prisons, but you were not funded or your budget would
18 not allow you to provide a.. cIf the suppcrt that we needed for
19 refurbishing and supplying the prisons.
20 He said, "I know. I know. 1 know. 3ut, apparently,
21 General Wodjakowski's not going to rate you, SO I'm your rater,
22 or ;6 they tell me."
18
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Q. Did he rate you?

2 A. He did.
3 C. Sc you accepted an OER from him?
4 DC: Received. We don't like the word "accepted."
5 Q,"Did you 3ign the OER?
6 A. I dia not.
7 C. So do you have an official positior relative to that
8 OER?
9 L. He wasn't my ra--I have to appeal ic. I have to file
10 a----
11 DC: Okay. I've got ::. Thank you.
12 Vou're right. I wasn't expecting that much
13 information from the first guestion.
14 OC: I weu.dn't have ei:ther, but I knew the background so I
15 knew what was going to be coming as soon as you said 1it.
16 . Q. Goinc back zc wher you first took over command, you
17  took cver command from Genera. Hill, as I recall you saying, and
18  you did an anitial tour. Car you tell me what your initial
19 ;npressions were, coming irn. to ccmmanc the BOO"?
20 WIT: From that tour?
21 Q. feah. wﬁac was in your mind when you first showed up
22 and you're a newly assigned commander, you meet General Hill,
23  you find cut wrnat the mission .s, you're new irn country, you go
19
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on a tour--tell me what your initisl impressions were of the

2 unit?
3 A. Just very quickly, I'll tell you that I commanded a
4 barta.ion under the 800%®, sc I knew what the missions were of
5 the battalions tha:t were assigned, but looking at the lay down
6 from the units that were in theater, I knew that they had éome
7 combat support units there. They had units that they'd never
8 worked with before assigned to the 800%™, and coming from the gL®*
9 RSC, I was well aware of all of the problems that units were
10 having--nct -“ust the military po-.ice units, but all of the
11 problems that the units were naving at the mobilization
12 stations. Crcoss leveling was a nightmare and equipment was a
13 n:ightmare. I was well aware of that. So I was prepared for
14 getting in-0 the theater, but there was a delay, because they
15 were planning to send the g0oC*™ MP Brigade back to the states,
16 and ther the decisiorn was made through SENTCOM tphonetic] that
17 it would be a grea:t idea for me to even have five or six weeks
18 with the brigade in theater. ‘Sb - had a couple of conversations
19 with General Hill before I go: there. He was talking about how
20 .the units were since the end cf majecr hostiiities had been
21 declared in May, they were really winding down as Iar &s the EPW
22 mission went, that I would have some time with the sdldiers, and
20
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that would be a good thinec. Ané I was in full agreement with

2 that.
3 I said, "Well, where are you, ROwW, sir?"
4 And he said, "We're in Kuwait, but the EPW camp is just
5 across the border at Bucca, and we have two other locations, and
6 they've beer tossing around the idea cf some of the units going
7 <o Bagnhdad."
8 Sc I said, "EPW operat-ons?‘
9 Anc¢ he said. "Nc. This is a theater-wide shortage of:
10 MPs. So some cf the units :hat gct here late, they're just
11 talkinc azbout tnhe possibility of moving them up to do regular
12 2litary police operations.”
13 So when I go: intc the theater, I arrived at apout 2
14 o'clecck in the merning, i think I got about four or five hours
15 .of sleep, and then the next day, I went in, and I was briefed'by
16 the staff and what they hac been doing and their contingency
17 plarn for shiftinc units fcrward, but they were no longer calling
18 it a contingency plan because tnhe FRAGC had been cut to send the
19 units forward tc Baghdad, and I s&id, "Combaﬁ support units?"
20 'And she said, "No, ma'am. We're golng tc be decing
2] detention operations in Irag.'
22 "Can I see the FRAGO?" The FRAGC says rebuild,
23 restore, and operate Irag:i correc;ional institutes and secure
21
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1 the MEK and continue your missicn at Bucca, the Corps holding

[ 1]

area,‘which will be transferred over to you and the mission for
3  the HVD, the high value detainees, the deck of cards.

4 Q. Okay. You're gettinc into what your missions were, but

tn
(R
th

you could just give me what ydur impressions were, relat%ve

6 to the units that were assigned to the 800°"? If you could tell
7 me what you believed to be the conditions of the unit.

8 A. Okay. Or this gquick whirlwind tour, which was the next
9 day, we went on it--so I had this idea that we're going to do

10 this new operation, cross the border into Iraq and go to Bucca
11 first. It was a fairly typica. EPW operation. Wires, receip:
prisoners out .~ocally around tne camp doing the work pfojects

13 that they can send EPW's out on. The population was probably

14 bpe-ween five anc sever hundrec at Bucca. They had closed a lot
15 of the compounds, because they were releasing a lot of the

16 rrisoners. But they were--Bucca was nct a very good location.
17 There was a tremendous population cI flies  The soldiers seemed
18  to be happy, but their morale was good because they believed

19‘ that they were going home. We left there, we went to Tawil

20 [phonetic], where the conditions were rea;iy terrible for the

21 soldiers, but once again, I asked the commander, and he said,

22 "The morale of the soldiers is much better, now, because our

23 population of prisoners is now about three."

22
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I said, "About three hundred?"

2 He said,” "No, ma'am. Three. We're really just the
3 transferlpoint, a mid-way point between Bucca and the Corps
4 holding area, so we have no population right now." And he said
5. tre soldiers didn't have mess hall and they'd like to have a
6 mess hall.
7 And everywhere in‘lraq iz was austere, but 1f you
§ talked to the soldiers, they wanted to know when they were going
9 home. It just so happened that when we were at Tawil
10 [phonetic),----
11 Q. Was their performance gocd up to that point according
12 to wha: General Hill had tcld vou? Were there any problem
13 performers, specifically by unit, or any problems that General
14 Hill passed on tc you as he was leaving commani?
15 A. As he was leaving command, put at that point, he didn't
16 share. He saicd, "There's been some problems, but we can talk
17 abour them when we get to Baghadad."
18 C. You have significant backgrounc as a éoldier and also
1Y 1in military police. Anything far ou: cf the ordinary relative
20 =c the 800" MPs that struck you when you first took over
v21 command?
22 A. They--not--not--I guess from that trip, yes.
23
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Q. What was it?

1
2 A. Well, I came to find out that cOlonel- whc was the
3  deputy, was really running the whole brigade. He had taken
4 charge at Bucca with Genera. Eill's blessing and concurrence,
5  and he was not letzing the battalion commanders cdo their Job
6 there. He wanted to be ir charge. I talked to each of the
7 Dbattalion commandefs at Bucca. 1 talked to the battalion
8 commander at Tawil (phonetic], anc when we got tc Baghdad, I
0 talked tc the battalion cémménderé up there and it was the same
10 sertiment.
11 Q. How many battalions were assigned to the 800" when you
12 toock cver?’
13 A Nine. Bu- some c them were smaller in configuration
14 than & normal s:zecd battzlion. They're the liaison battalions
15 and they're much smaller. Bu:t there were great companies
16 ~assigned: National Guard and Reserve. " Unfortunately, there
17 were losses for praimari.y medica. reasons at that. point, anc
18 when - asked the S-1 tc jus:t g:ve me a snapshot cf what the unit
19 strength was, it was not a goccé thing.
20 Q. Wna:t was the uni: strength when you tooXk over?
21 A. Well, each--say & bat:alion was supposed to deploy with
22 nineﬁy percent, some of the battalions were down LO seventy-
23 eight or seventy-six percent.
24
ACLU-RDI 659 p.24 : AG0000024

DOD 000112



1 : Q. Now, you had nine battalions. How many of them were

2 down that low?

A. All of them were dowr. to at least eighty percent. Some

(98 )

4 of them were lower than that.

5 e.’ Aﬁd can you tell me about ths personnel issues relative
6 to replacements?

7 A. There was nc replacements, sir. We couldn't get MP

8§ companies transferred from even Kuwait to the 800*". They were

9 using MPs tc do entry :on:ro: securizty. NotAtha: MPs can't do
10 tha=, they can, bu:t any so-dier can do that. When you have a

11 reguirement for MP specizf:c work, like we did at the detention
]2 facilities, you can':t take a marine or a field artillerymar ana
13 put haim in there bécause you say, "here's a soldier," but you

14 - car. put them on entry coniro. points and pass the MPs along, and
15 they refused tc do it. Cne of the reasons that we remain--1I

16 dor't want to forget to make ~hat point, because there was a

17 wvalid reason--CFLIC's determinatior, not mine, of us remaining
18 assignec¢ to CFLIC as opposed to being assigned to CJTF7. I was
19 +told that thar decision was actually an arguing point between
20 Géneral Wallace, first, wholwas the Fifth Corps commander before

21 Genera. Sanchez. I don't know :f he was the CJTF7 commander,

22 but----
23 DO: He was not.
‘25
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1 A. ----but they disagreed over how the--there was some
2 concern from General McKiernan that the MP brigade would be
3 assigned to CJTF7 and then they would be brcken ur to use to

4 supplement the Fifth Corps MP Brigade, the Corps--the CJTF7

th

Brigade, and to do cther MP type missions other thar cetention.
6 So that was a conscious decision on Generai McKiernan's paft;

7 CFLIC's part, to keep the 50C™ MP Brigade assigned tc CFLIC as
8 opposed tc assigning them tc CITF7.

8 DO: I know that =raining is an issue and has been issue
10 relative tc the 800" MPs irn the prior discussions that have

11 occurred i some of your discussions with General Taguba and

12 some cZ the statements you made relative to training. You had

13  nine pattalions assignec.

14 0. The BOO™ was arn EPW---hat was the mission of the 800°"?
15 A [The deponent -ndicated an affirmative response.]
16 Q. ©f those nine ba::zlions, could you tell me how many of

17 those were actually trained as EPW battalions and which ones had

18 only limited EPW training?

19 A. The ones that were at Bucca, the 724%®, the 530%----
20 Q. It might be bet:zer :f you could go----
21 NIT: Give you numbers?
22 DO: Well, the numbers are f£ine. I just have to absorb
23  them.
26
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10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

23

ACLU-RDI 659 p.27

0. So, a:t Bucca, there was?

A, Well, tnere was four pattalions at Bucca. They were

‘all trained in EPW operaticns.

"Q. They all were?

A. Every one cf them. The battalion that was at Tawil
[phonetic) was trained in ZPw. The patcalion that was up in
Bagndad, the 400%, knew EPW and thev were trained in EPW, but
they're AT's for previous years had been combat support, not EPW
missions. The companies -ha- were zssigned to the battalions,
and chen tnhe VLDs--I'm scIry, -he otner battalions, the liaison
pattalions, they were all EPW. They had plenty of training in
EPW. Thney didn': necessar..y have fcrmal training in detention
cperazions pefore they deplbyed, pecause detention operatilons
are vastly different than EPw operat:ons. Therein lies one oI
the propblems from the start. People didn't get that
clarificazion, and I know’:hey didn't get that clarification
when the decision was made, Decause when I went to Genera.
Kreczer and said, you know, de:en:;on.is not really our mission

and -t is not a heavily trainec mission for the military police,

_whether 1t's active component cr not. He said, well, maybe, but

your brigade has the missiocn closest to detention operation.
Q. Did you disagree with that?

cid.

T
-

A.

27 .
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Q. What did you believe the alternative to be?

%. There wags no alternative.

3 Q. Alright. If there was no alternative, I'm somewhat
4 confused. Because if we nhave all of these people to be detained
5 andé they need to have a detenticn unit pe assigned to them, who
6 would you have suggested be used for that if not your unit?
7 A. Well,.l actually went in there asking for a delay in
8 our relocation to Baghdad, because----
9 Q. And whc were you speakinc to, again?
10 A. GCeneral Kretzer. Majcr General Kretzer, the 377 —we
11 were a theater aséet, so during the initial----
12 Q. Tﬁis is the in:it:a., pefore you moved up to Baghdad?
13 L. T+ was when we came back from the whirlwind tour.
14 Q. Ycu asked for a delay. andé what was the----
15 A. T went in and I said, "This is not really our mission;"
16 He said, "I know, but your brigade is your closest to
17 detention."
18 I said, "Sir, is there any possibility that--we have a
19 Lot of soldiers that are wardens and jailors in their civilian
20 jobs and we're going to rely‘heavily on their expertise, but EPW
21 operations are different from EPW operations. Is there any
22 chance we can delay moving to Baghdad—-”
28
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1 "No. They needed you there last week. There won't be
»2 a‘delay.”_ And he 'said, "Gc up there and do the best you can."
3 ‘Before I even took command of the brigade, some of the
4 units had already gone up tc Baghdad. We had the 400%™ up there,
5 . and they had the 72~ Mp Company, which is National Guard--:t has
6 to be one of the finest military police companies I've ever 3
7 worked withn. They had people that were, like all of our Reserve
8 units chankfully do--we have a lot of police officers, fire
9 fighters, and everything, but they were--they were running Abu
10 Ghraib. Thney were on the grounds of Abu Ghraid. The 400%™ and
11 their subordinate companies were, at that time, up until the
12 FRAGO and the transfer of responsibility, were assigned to the
13  Fifth Corps MP Brigade--that was Colonel_
14 When I got to Baghdad and went bout to see Abu Ghraib
15 and the 72 MP Company, those soldiers, 183 of them and their
16 leadership element, gatherec arounc us, che command sergeant
17 major and myself, and told us»:ha: they hadn't seen the
18 commander since they'd been tnere----
19 Q. This is the 400" MP Bngéde?
20 A. This is the--there's the 72°¢ MP Company, subordinate
21 unit of the 400%™ MP Battalion.
22 ‘Q. Who were they referring to?
23 A. They were referring to Colonel_
29
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[ 8]

W

~1

16
17
18
19
20
21
22

23

Q. Which would nave been 400t Mp Battalion commander?

A. No. It was the Corps----
po: Okay. The brigade commander.

A. 1 said tc the Batta.ion Commander, Colonel—

"Wny hasn't he beer out hexe?

He said, "Colone-doesn'c even Treat us well, and
we're co-iccated with nam." He said, "I've been out here as
cfren as possible, but tne one time that the unit saw the
-command sergean: major, nhe SToppec a soldier and told him his
sieeves were too shor:t or his DCUs.”

They hadn't seern anvpody - -pecause with the FRAGO and
* Mr Brigade movinc it Baghdad, we were taking over the
respons;bil1ty £or those un.ts--a.. of the Reserve and National
Guard units tnat were under one of my pattalions, but they
hacdr't received anv suppor:t, they hadn't received any logistics,
<hey hadn't reﬁelved any encouragement from the-Corps, from the

C3TE7

— whe was the company commander, and his firs:

sergean: tolé me then. I sa:d, "Can you do the detention

whce was their headguarters at the time. They told me,

1ssion?”
He said, "Ma'am, as long as you're here and as long as
we have support, we can do this mission.”

I said, "How are you going tc do 1T?"

30
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1 k He said, "First, we have to rebuild this place and
2 there's some discussion abbut whether we're even goinc to be

able —c use it or not, but we can do it."

W

4 and, sir, we walked through that prison knee-deep----
5 C. 1If we can, we'll get. to the arrivals at Abu 3araib, bu
6 I'w still -—nterested in the training issues.

Well, I chink--I know that eVery one of the units I

~1
el

8§ spoke to, sir, including the unit that was over doing the HVD

w

9 ~ission and near the airport, another MP battalion, Colonel
10 _was rheir commander. Everywhere I--whenever I
11 wen-=, - talked to the leadership and spoke to the soldiers.

They were confident that thev couid do the mission. The

13 unfcrtunate timing was that chey also heard--wnen we got to the
14 unit cthat was doing the Tas Ferar jail complex, the civilian

15 jail complex, .in downtown Baghdad, they heard from somebody in‘
16 - CPR tha:t they were going to De extended, that they were not

17 going home, that they were Cing tc be in theater for ten months
18 and eight days.

19 C. So you have--now you're Eringing in a factor relative
20 ' to morale and the impact o0f tne morale. I st:ll want to get at
21 thais 1ssué relative o the training. 3o, geing back to when the
22 original decision was made. They had to move the 800%" up for

23 whatever reasons existed at the time, and you believe that your

31
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unit was not adeguately trained at that point, and you brought

2 tha: to the attention of Majczr General Kretzer. He said, "They
3  need you up there now." So you moved the units up there at that
4 point?
5 5. Some of them had zlready been moved up there.
6 Q0. S8c, in your mind, now, as I hear it, there was a gép
7  between wha: they know, what they've been trained to do, and
8§ wha- their mission is now asking them to do. What did you doc to
9 fill in that gap?
10 A. My perception: This 1s not what they deployed to do
11 and now they're beinc g:vern thls mission, but I talked to
12 soldiers and I talked tc battalion commanders, and they felt
13 that they were ready tc dc this mission.
14 0. So did you make &2 determination at that point that the
15 train:ing was therefor adequate?
16 L. Yes, I did. I knew tha: the soldiers Qere trained and
17 ready tc do the mission. They'd been orn site, they were working
18 the mission, ancd in talking tc them and to their battalion
19 commanders and the company commanders, firs: sergeants--they all
20 felt that they were ready to do it. So I changed my----
21 DC: Just to clarify something that she said earlier and
27  make sure--these units had people in there that had done
23 deten:ion operatiohs from the civi;ian world, ana she.believed
32
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thét those people could train the other people internally. Anc

I just want to make sure that's clear on the record.

3 ©. 1Is that accurate?

4 A. Yes.

5 DO: Yes. I understand that.

6 DC: Okay.

7 WIT: And in addition to that, sir, the SJA, not only from
8 the brigade, my JAG off:cers for the briéade, from the

9 bat-alions, were giving refresher training on Geneva/Hague, they
10 were expialning tc :ﬁem the differences, and this was a legal

11 ques:;on{ not necessarily & training guestion, but they wanted
12 to make sure that the MPs understood and they got clarificatiorn.
1_3 from Colcnel-wculd irag: prisoners be afforded the same
14 righte. |

15 DO: I understand. I:-'s an impor:zant area that I believe
16 needed to be cleared up because perceptions have been created

17 that in fact these MP unifs had been placed with inadequate

18 training and that, in fact, the training was not up to what the
19 missicn was calling for, and pased on other parts of the

20 ihvestigaﬁion thar I have conducced, other than incidents that
'21 -occur:ed at Abu Ghraib, that there was a significantly favcrable
22 impression of many of the units and soldiers of the 800%", and,
23 in fact, it doesn't seem to be indications of inadegquate
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training on the part c¢f the 800" for these detention operations.
And what I believe I just hearc you say is that you made your

command judgment that there may have beer a shortfall, but after

3
4 deing a command review and checking with the soldiers and
5 understending that a number of them had civilian personnel
6 skills that they were geing to bring to the table, that you
7 judged that it Qas an adequate situation, given the .
8§ circumstances, for this missicn to go forward. Is that
9 accurate?
10 A. Yes, sir.
11 C. Because that 1s not the impression that I believe the
12 general pcpulation currently nas.
13 A. Sir, I do wan- tc tel. you that I was not at mobe
14 [phoneczic)] stations when these urits deployed. Many of them
15 talked apout what a bad experience they had at the mobilizatioh
16 staticns, that it was a gooc¢ thing that they were trained
17 otherwise by their units cr wnile they were at Bucca or at Tawil
18 [phonetic].
16 DC: I want to put it out, sir, that a lot of the general
20 populoﬁs percepticn of what ofcurred over'ihere is based upon
21 what happened at Abu Ghraip in cell blocks 1A and 1B, buﬁ also
22  on the summary of the Taguba Report with outing of the annexes,
34
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1 which somebody leaked it to the press and put it on the
2 websites.
3 DO; Okay. However tney got them, I just wanted to make
4 sure that in this forum, at least here, that we are clear.
5 WIT: And you might get to this guestion later, so if you
6 plan to, then I'll stcp shorc.now, but it doesn't mean that they
7 were equipped appropriately,-~-—.
8 DO: Nc. We haven't gotten to eguipment yet.
9 WIT: ----and does no:'ﬁean that when the situation changed
10 and they were in the middle c¢f the worst hostile fire zone in
11 the theater, tha:t they were preparec with the necessary
12 equipment or platforms tc cc fcrce protection.
13 DO: Yeah. And I believe that you're referring, now, to )
14 Abwv Ghraib specifically w:th those comﬁen:s. I'm feally not
15 familiar with what the situation was in all of your other
16 assignments that you had over there. I believe that you had
17 1like fourteen or fifteen----
18 WIT: Seventeen.
19 DC: ----Seventeen. I really--the extent of most of my
20 knowledoe -s Abu Ghraib.
21 DC: Again, just to point out} even MPs that are trained in
22 detercion operations aren't trained to take hostile fire. So
23 this is a unigue mission. I mear, if your running Fort Knox
35
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to

3 same time.
4 DO: Okay, Major. We can go off on that tangent. I don't
§ choose to. Soldiers are trainec tc take fire, but we won't go
6 into that right now. Iz's not an area for this investigation,
7  which is military intelligence oriented, but I find your lasc
8 sctatement debatable, bur I choose this as to not to be the forum .
9 for it |
10 DZ: Well, I was just zrying to explain that they were
11 doing two different things tnat are not supposec to be done at
12 che same time.
13 DO: Alright. Ncted, anc we .. move on.
14 Q. Wnen you were g:ivel your order ~o move up, I believe
15 vou said that there were seventeen sites or facilities that you
16 had responsibiZities for?
17 E. We did not have sevén:een at the time.
18 Q. Okay. Could you -ust tell me when you first took over
19 command ané then you moved up and then eventually got seventeen,
20 if you could just priefly go through that scenario, how it got
21 to be from when you first arrived in country and were told to
36
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1 move forward and then there were seventeen? How did that come

o

about?

3 A. Well, they had--and I can tell you very quickly--they
4 were operating Bucca, they had five battalions there, and that
5 includes one of the liaisor. battalions. They had, at the

6 fullesz, I think they had about eight-thousand EPWs 1iZ I recaxl
7  the stats correctly. The majority ofjthem had been released

§ when the end of major hostil:-ties were declared. But the

jons tra: were stuck at the mobe [phonetic] station,

[

9 Dbatta

10 primarily Fort Dix, up until April and May timeframe, and some

’l
"
b

11 of ther were EPW battalicns, they moved them to-—ope to Tawil

12 [phonetic) and one to AC O.wan.aar -n support of the marines

13 that were tnere, thé MEF. And they had two battalions north

14 ‘already :n Baghdad supporzing, which became mine. So when I

15 came 1into the‘theater, we had primarily Bucca, where most of the
16 . battalions were, and then we hac one pattalion at Acd Diwaniaah
17  in suppor:t of the MEF, anc one battalion at Tawil [phonetic], at
1§ the a.> base, that was a stopping point. I rad two battalions
19 nprth when —he FRAGC was publisned, wnen I took command, they

20  were also aligned under mel.bu: they nad beern aligned under the
2] Corps. Sé, they ﬁad moved, "they" being my Ops center--they got
22 the FRAGO and they moved two battailions north. Another oﬁe toe

23 the EVD facility in Baghdad and to do the local jails, ana one
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battalion up to the MEK, to secure the MEK compound. So we had

2 three facilities: a large one in Bucca and two other cnes, up
3  until) we moved to Baghdad. Then we kept thoée three and alsc
4 took responsibility Zfor the HVD facility and another battal:on
5 that was doing the local Baghdad jails. X liaison battalion up
6 in Mosul, one up in the MEK securing the Iranians, and then
7 | Ziaisor battalion at CPA.
8 ¢. Quite a number of diverse locations throughout the
9 entire country?
10 A. Yes, sir. The ent.re country. A large AOR.
11 . How did that actually work? A few times you said,
12 "they." Was CJTF7 directing wnere you would place your
I3 battalicns or did they -us:t turn the mission over to you and you
14 decided where the bat:zal:ons would go and which units would
15 deploy in which locations? Eow did that actually work?
16 A.  Sir, I dorn't tnink they care, but that}s just my
17 op;nicn,_except for they wanted us to keep & battalion----
18 Q. The "they" 1s CJTF7?
19 A. The CJITF7. General Sanchez, General Wodjakowsk:, and
20  the planners wanted us tC Keer a battal:on--instructed us to
21 keep & battalion at the a.rport to do the HVD facility. the high
22 value detainees and tc run the Corps holding area.
38
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Q. This was Camp Cropper?

2 A. Camp Cropper.
3 And they instructed us to send a battalion to Aj Sharaf
4 [phonetic] to secure the MEK. To do a relief in place with the
5 irfantry battalion taat was there--I think it was armor, and
6 secure the MEK. They instructed us to coordinate with the
7 prisons Department of the Coalition Provisional Authority to run
8§ detention operations as reguired and to maintain a company at
9 Abu Ghraib to restore the jails to operational standards and
10 <hen transfer the prisoners that were being held there--there
11 was less than one-hundred fity, I thinxk, at the time, that had
12 been turned over to Aku Ghraib by some of the divisions. 5o we.
13 rnad to come up with the plan of where the battalions were going
14 =c be andé wha: mission tﬂey were gcing to do. Thét was why it
15 was so important during the f:rst week in Baghdad that we speak
16 to the Coalition Provisional Autherity Prisons Department
17 because they had started ﬁu: by sayinag that they had already
18 identified fifteen jails anc they were still traveling around,
19 r"they" being the command sergean: major from the Corps MP
20 Ekrigade énd_nd— They were still
21 'traveling around identifying other facilities. And I said, at
22 the meeting, I said, “Time out. I don't have an unlimited
23 number of MPs. We have to get the most bang for our buck. Tell
39
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1 me which facilities you need that will secure tne .argest

'popula:ilons, and whern they are restored, then we'll put MPS down

o

3 there to occupy and to run -hem until you get your civilianp--
4 your contractors in."

5 Sé, he said-.—said to me, "Well, nmo"----

6 Q. Who does he werk for?>

7 A. _'Jas one cf the contractors under the

§ Prisons Department and the Priscns Department was under the
9 Mimistry oI Justice, and ~naz's in the CPA.
10 po: Okay. Alright.
1 A. '—---so‘Eazd to me, "Well, ma'am, that's
12 not geing tc work because Tignt now we have a facility that,
13 right now, might hold seventy. "
14 | T~ saidé, "If i1:'s & separate€ facility, it reguires 24
8 hours a day, 7 days a week, ané force protection. I can't leaire
16 an MP unit out there in Bagndad on their own without force
17 protection. What = néed ¢vom vou 1s & .ist of the prison
1§ facilities that you're idenzifying an& tell me what the capacity
19 .s and what tne projected capéc;:y'w;l‘. be, and I'll tell you
20 which ones I can cover, because 2 only have so many MPs To go
2] arouna."

22 . He said, "The ambassador's not go.ng to like that."
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1 I said, "Then we'll go and talk to the ambassador,

2 because vaan‘t_make more MPs appear. I have certain things

3 that I ﬁave to do. I have td continue to run Bucca," I went

4 down the list. So he said he would take a look at the list.

5. An“who was the senior guy, he was an Irishman who
6 ran the Prisons Department, he told me that he understood that

7  tha-'s absolutely what we hac tc do and we would do that. And I
8 said, "Look, if I can take an MP company and run a prison, it

9 makes mcre sense to be holding three hundred prisoners than it
10 does to be holding seventy."

11 Ee said, "I acree."

12 So, that's what they were focusing cn, and they got it
13 dowr. tc sever in Baghdad, & couple outside of Baghdad, one that
14 thev were _vuoking at down in Basra. SO we wers planning,

15 tentatively, the battalions that were still down in Bucca, we

16 were p.anning on where we would shif: them depending on where

17 <the prisons materialize. They were supposed to have contractors
18 come in to repbuiid the priscns or at least supervise the

19 rebuilding of prisons with local contractors. Sir, I can tell
20 vyou that the only prisor :ha:»was under construction wich the

21 funds that they were expending fcr reconstruction was Abu

22  Ghraib, because I had my 72%¢ ME Company out there.

4]

ACLU-RDI 659 p.41  AG0000041
DOD 000129



Q. and those others, there wasn't enough funds tc do

2 donétruction?
3 A. There was funds. They were funded, but there was some
4 question when the contractors jeft, after their 90-day contracts
5 were finished anc they were giving the--it was not my
6 zresponsibility to go out----
7 po: It was the CPR responsibility.
8 WIT: It was.
9 Q. Bu: they were haiing>diffiéulties fulfilling that
10 m.ssion to reconstruct those?
11 A. Well, not accordinc to their timeline, sir, because
12 every week or more oiter Ihey would provide tc me how this
13 .parti:ular facility "X"--now it hac this much more capacity now
14 restored. So I was briefirg the ambassador once a week, a=
15 least, and I was briefing General Sanchez at least once a week
16 on increasing capacity. They had similar goals, that being get
17 Irac.s back intc Iragi riscn.facilitles and turn it back over
18 to the Iragis, but they had e different motivation. General
19 sanchez was interested because he wanted us to be more available
20 to do security detainee operations--specifically military
21 operations, and Ambassador Bremer was interested because he
22 wan;éd this to do be ar Irag: mission. But it was of one mind,
23 "Give us & briefing on the zime line."
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1 9. How was Abu Ghraib chosen as 2 facility? Who made that

[ 2]

decision?

3 A. The criginal decision was made because there--it was
4 originally & prisor, cbvicusly, and because there was still a
5  wall aroux;xd the prison fac:lity that had not beer. looted.

6 . But who made tha: decision? Who went out there and

7 saig, "We DEEd.ﬁaCill:Jes, cri1s has a wall around it, at least,
8 anc we're going to--we, CPA, are going to use this?" 1Is thac

9 accurare ir my guesticr that .t would be CPA that made that

11 A, It was—an: the CPA, bur it was also the

12 Cerps MF Brigade, the commanc sergeant major, who was going out
I3 w;:h—vn mos: ¢f tnese explorations.

14 C. And which Corps -wa's tnas? ..
18 k. That was F.ft~ Corps, because they had Baghdad before
16 the 800% go: -:hére, and tney were doinc hasty prison operations.
17 C. What do vou ’;(no».; abcut the original decision to use Abu
18 Gonraro oy the CPA? Tell me what you Know about that, because,
19 as you know, 1:t's a cdn:rovers;al ‘decision relat:ve to using it
20 in tne first place from a number cf perspectives.

21 A. I tried to stay ou: of that decision-making process,

22 but I got deeply involved. I tried to stay out because I told

3 -and the ambassador, "Sir, I have MPs and I will run

4
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the detention operations. You tell me the locations. We'll do

1
2 an assessment. It really makes no difference TO me where tney
3 are. I'haye MPs all over Irag." 1I've been out tb Abu Ghrair.
4 I: has some aspects that we don't have at any other prison
5 facilities. It was .arge and it had a large wall around it, but
6 the humanitarian organizations anc CPA were vehemently opposed
7 =0 :t, and it was a big discussion.
8 0. 1Is that because of its history, the humanitarians?
9 %. Yes, sir. They said there were--"The Ghosts of Abu
10 Ghraib," was the title of one oI -heir position papers, because
11 <~here were stories and a lot of truth to it. They found the
12  rcpes, they found the hanging chambers, they saw the--there was .
13 a .ot of things that were opurned that 1 guess he set fire to a
14 lot of fac:lities to hide pas:t travesties and everything, but we
15 went to a lot cf facilities that were absoliute nightmarish, but
16 Abu Ghraib, with its well-known reputation--1 never participated
17 in a discussion or even listened tc a discussion where anybody
18 talked about it being a long—terﬁ, restore Abu Ghraib to pre-war
19 standards and use it as a facilaty. Never. Never, ever. It
20 was always discussed as, "pu:t we need to use Abu Ghraib now
2] because, number one, it's large, number two, Some of the cells
22  inside can be refurbished with little investment, millions as
23 opposed to hundreds cf millions, and tne wall is still ain tact
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around it, so it will provide protection for the soldiers and

1
2 the priéoners tha- are out there." So they--1 think the most
3 vocal persorn in opposi’:ion :n -he humanitarian sections in CPA
4 was a woman by the name of—l don't exactly
5 know--I just know tnat she was in the humanitarian sections and
6 she had some cocnnection here in Washington, D.C. ©She was
7 opposed zo it, they went ou: there, initially, before the 800%"
8§ even got to Baghdad, and~lho was the Chief of
9 the M:nisctry of Justice, then--he's a Reservist. And he was 1n
10 charge of the Ministfy cZ Justice at the time, anc—'
11  and —he human:tarian representatives went out there and saw Abu
12 Ghraib, and—ef: with her contingent, three,
13 four, five--whatever .t was, because she was SO ¢ffended by
14 <-his. She said this 1s nc; d:fferent than going into Dachau and
15 saying we're gcing to use this as a prison facility. So that
16 was her posltidn and she telexed back to the United States very
17 often her opposition. VSo'the conversation with General--Deputy
18 Sec--Def--Wolfowitz came over before the decision was made. We
19  had Mr._from he United Naticns who came over there
20 several times, who was, I think, leaning towards not using it at
21 all because of the reputation, but we walked the grounds with
22  him, and he actually became a champion Zor the 800%™ MP Brigade
23  because he knew where our heads were. He knew why we needed to
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use this facility temporarily because we coulé run one facility

ané how several hundred as opposed to running five facil:ties

2
3 and housing the same number.
4 C. Who was addressing the force protection-issues, if
5 anybody, relative to the ijocation of Abu Ghraib, aside from.the
6 humanitarian issues and its dark history? Whc was raising, if
7 anyone, who was.raising concerns or addressing the issues of
8 where it was specifically located, the s;rrounding area, whether
9 it was a deZensible site, those types of things?
10 A. Well, the CJTF7, the Ccrps MF Brigade, selected that
11 location early on in the war because there was a wall there and
12  because the sector belonged to the First Armored Divisicen. The
13 18 MPF Brigade--wny do I keep saying that? The Corps MP
14 Brigade, Fiith MF Brigade--Fiith Ccrps MF Brigade--maybe they
1S are the 18 MP Brigade. Maybe that's why I keep saying it, buf
16 whatever the MP Brigade 1s, they support it--First Axrmored
17 Division. That was their mission in Baghdad. They provided MP
18 suppor: to the Armored Division.
19 So they selected that site because they knew that they
20 hacd vefy few prisoners 1in thére during thebwar and they were
21 actually po.:ced up during conflicts where they would be loozing
22 or stealing a car or busting a checkpeint or whatever. And they
23° knew hat the Armored Division patrolled that area and could
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2 Company immediateiy----
3 Q.' But you got there after the decision was made to use
4 it.v'I'm still interested in who sat down--and I've been out
5 'there anc you've been out there, andé you look at it, and it's
6 Jjust not & good place from a defensive standpoint. 1It's in:£he
7 middle of the Sunni Triangze, it's surrounded by a network of
8§ roads, it's got open fieldé, 1-'s got urban areas cliose to it.
9 It's just not & good place. -
10 So who was it that was looking at that perspective
11 before the decision was made to place them there?
12 L. Absolutely. The only person who was mentioning that
13 perspective was me, and I was meniioning it because, in spite of
14 «ne fac- that major nostil:tles were over, sir, that location
15 was beinc mortared three nights out of the week. Anc my guys--
16 the largest vehicle they had was a Iive-ton.
17 O. Well, we'll get to the defense and the force protection.
18 issues, bur I'm still at who was it that thought about that, if
19 anyone?
20 A. Yes, sir. I said to Generzl Wodjakowski, I said to
21 General Sanchez, who saic back to me when I said, "It never
47
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2 ‘the middle of a hostile fire zone."
| 3 And General Sanchez saié to me, "The war is over."
4 Q. When &id that conversation occur?
5 A. éeptember?
6 Q. September was after the decision was made and they were
7 actually moved into it. Were there any----
8 A. Then it had to be before that, because the decision had .
9 no: besen made yet by the C?AL
10 DO: The first uni=s moved in in July, so the 72" actually
11 arrived there in July.----
12 WIT: They maght have even peen there before that, because
13 :hey-—--
14 DOQ They may havg been, but my recollection was that :hey
15 had actually arrived in July.
16 WIT: They came under us starting 2n July, but they were
17 already on the ground, I :h;hk, securing those prisoners ~here,
18 but tha:t decision was made----
19 Q. So somebody before that had to--so your conversation
20 with General Sanchez, if tha: occurred in September, had to have
48
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1 occurred well after the decision had already been made to put it

2 out there.

3 L. Yes, sir. Bu:t a:t that time--I believe this, and I

4 wouldn't want to defernd a decision that was made by the CJTF7,
5  kut they'Qere-—they nad some tents, and they had detainees

6 there, and it was----

7 2. In the very beginning?

g A. In the very beginning.

9 ----I don't know if they ever planngd to make it a

10 full-blown operat:on ther. If it was going to be an Iraqi

1l prison, they wouldn':t have carecd.

12 T talked to General! Sanchez about why we were going to
13 lim.t the size of fefurb;shmenz, because it was not a good idea

14 - for the Iragis, even, tc be usinc this facility.
15 0. Okay. Before we even ge: to the refurbishment, I'm
16 st:ll trying =c find ou:, was there anybody that actually looked

17 at the force protection issues connectecd to Abu Ghraib?

18 A. Not zc my knowledoe. Not when the decision was made to
19  occupy.
20 DO: Not when the de:1éion was made to occupy.
2! WIT: I brought it up because----
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1 Q. An¢ you brought it up to who?

‘ ,
3 F

(28]

4 Q. And what dic they say?
5 A. And they said 1t's only--"That's why we're calking
6 about an interim facil:ty." So then when they were talking

7 abou: long-term use, peinc twc years, that is when 1 had the
8§ conversatior that this was never a good idea to run a prisen----
9 0C: AN tha- was a‘rerwards--that was after the decision

T
10 had aiready been made, anc ur:ts had already been placed there,
11  and deta:nees were alreaay there.

12 WIT: Anc the insurgency----

13 DO: I'm not sayins it snoul&:‘: be addressed, I'm just

14 say.ng ::'s a different t:me per:od.
15 WIT: Yes, sir.

16 C. Okay. Sc now Abu Garait has been chosen. And you said

17 that during tha: selecticn prccess, you had actually been to Abu

18 Ghraib. Can you tell me the first time you were at Abu Ghraib?

19 A. It was on that whirlw.nd tour. I went out there with
21 0. So the 72* was already in place?
22 A. Already in place----
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C. So that would have been in June, then?

A. Right. Late June.

3 ¢. And----
4 "A. And they had fcr a month. At least a month.
5 C. So they perhaps had gotten there in May?
6 A. Right.
7 Q. Were there any, at that point, when you made the
§ whirlwind tour, were there detainees presént then?
9 A. There were prisoners that were the looters, the
10 criminals--minor crimés really, that the divisions didn't want
11 to carry along with them during‘t‘neir operations, so they just
12 dropped them off there to tne MPs.
13 Q. Bu:t they were a.l criminals--?
‘14 A. All criminals. |
15 DO: To your recollectiorn, they were all criminals.
16 O. When was the next time--then you took over command and
17 vyou had this major missior; that was assigned to you, when was
18 next time that you actually visited Abu Ghraib after that
19 initial Whirlwind Tour?
20 A. wé got up to Baghdad, anc I went out there, probably
21 ‘the second or third day I was in Baghdad, becaus—
22 anc- the contractors under CPA, wanted to meet me
23 out there.
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0. When you were--when you arrived in Baghdad, where was

2 your heédquarters? Was it in Victory?
3 A. It was.
4 Q. So you and the headquarters for the B00™ was located at
5  Victory?
6 A. At VicTory.
7 Q. And thén you got a message from CPA that they wanted to
8§ mee:z you out there?
9 A. Right.
10 ¢. &And what was the subject of that discussion? Why'd
11  they want to meet you?
12 A. They wanted tc talk about what parts of the prison they
13 were looking at, getting the coniractor in there to do the work
14 for refurbishment, and wha:.parts of the prison grounds wouid be
15 available for troop livins azrea. We walked the ground just so
16 we had = commor. feel for why they were only refurbishing a
17 portion of the prison, how the hanging chamber was going to be
18 segregated from the rest of the prison--really, their concepﬁ
19 of----
20 C. Was the 72™ still :ﬁere at the ;ime?
2] A. They were.
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Q. And Captain—Was the commander?

2 A. 3e was.  And by tha:t time--no, it was 1in July that the
3 32cth MP.Battalion moved up there.
4 0. And why was the--was it your unit's decision to move
5. ‘the 320°" MPs there? Did the 800%", you, decide to move the 320t
6 there?
7 A. The lay down of the units of where they were going to
8§ move to was made before I took over command. General Hill asked
9 the operations people to dc'iha: prior to my arrival. As I
10 said, before I even took commanc, some of the units had already
11 moved
12 Q. And when you then took over and you saw that there was
13 a plan in place and the 3zC"" moving to Abu Ghraib was part of
14 cthat plan, did you object zc t? D:d you say that's
15 urreasonable or any issues with that?
16 A. I didn't object to that. I said I think we have to
17 keep a couple of battalions available for contingencies, because
18 I den't get a good feeling Ifrom C:TF7 that they know where
19 they're going to use us completely. And if we spread them thin
20 and then have to relocate them again--I wanted minimal
21 disruption teo the soldiers.
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incidents take place. The largest one was the priscner abuse at

Bucca, and he was not in the theater when that happened. He was

2
3 back in the United States. He has twin sons that were
4 graduating from nigh school and were going off to Annapolis. He
5 had asked General Hill before he even deployecd if he would allow
6 him to come back for their graduation. General Hill lived up to
7 tha- promise. So while he was back in the states, that incident
8 took place. According to nlm, there was an umbrella of
9 discrimination against’the'32éx thét had taken hold at Bucca,
10 and he wanted to move to & different location.
11 0. That sounds unusual. Wnat was your assessment of that
12 conversation?
13 A. Well, I asked hirt wnat--ne said--when he came back and
14 nhe found our about those incidents, the soldiers were telling
15 him that even though they weren't involved in that incident and’
16 they did the right thing, they repcrted it, other soldiers that
17 <hey had been living with at éucca were suddenly, "Oh, wait a
18 minuce, you're with the 320%. I don't want to talk tc you."
19 They fel:z that--he felt--anc he felt tha: it was legitimate that
20 the soldiers were telling him tkat, you know, "The sooner we can
21 get out of Bucca, the better it will be for all of us."
22 .:Q. Other than this--the prior 1issues relative toO prisoner
23 abuse at Bucca, was there any 1ssues that caused you to guestion
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Lieutenant Colonel -fit:ness for command or the 320°%

selection as the unit to go tc Abu Ghraib to take on the

2

3 detention mission?

4 A. No, sir. There really was not.

5 Q,"Can you just briefly tell me what the issue was

6 relative to abuse at Bucca? It wasn't the same type of thing

7 that we're talking about at Abu Ghraib, so just for the record,

§ if you could briefly just tell us what issue was.

9 A bkay. But I need to tell you that wasn‘ﬁ when I was in
10 command. That was before I go:t there. They heard that they--at
11 ieast the CID report ind:icates from their statements that the

12 soldiers heard that they were bringing in the prisoners who had-
13 -detainees, who hac beer. :nvolved with the—ambush
14 ‘a4nd “hey raped her and--tnere was all kinds of wild rumors

15 flying around. Sc they got together, "they" being the MPs, led
16 by a master sergeant,—‘[phone:ic]. and they put together
17 this plan if they ever came :n anc they came in to their

.18 facilities, that they were go.ng tc take care of them. 8o as

19 they were getting off the bus, Master Sergean:-[phonetic]
20 'and four or five of her subordinates took care of these

21 detainees, even to the point where one of them who was wounded
22 was actually man-handled and put on the ground and even iﬁ
23 noticeable pain.
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2 320%" MP Battalion?

3 -A. They were. Of the headguarters. Yes, sir.

4 0. And did Lieutenant Coldnel—take corrective
5 action--disciplinary action on those soldiers? -

6 A. He did. He did a CID report, an investigation was

7 doné, he referred them -for court-martial. The Article 32 was
8§ done at Bucca. This was over months of time. 

9 C. Were there any other similar incidents that happened
10 wizh the 320%" that you are aware of, either before you took

11 command cor after you took command?

12 A. No, sir.

13 ¢. That was the only.-ncident that occurred?

14 A. Right. Now, there were a ccuple of other incidents at
15  Bucca, but they didn't d:irectly----

16 DO: I'm just referring to the 320% at this point.

17 WIT: Okay. But no prisoner abuse cases--just disciplinary
18 cases.

19 CO: Right.

20 Q. Well, were any of those disciplinary cases involving
21 the 3207

22 A. They were not.

‘57
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0. So the 320 arrives at Abu Ghraib. And why were we

2 going from a company to a battalion? What was changing that?
3  You know, the company had a few detainees. Sc why were we now
4 gending a2 battalion? What wés the plan?
5 A. Well, when the decision was made to establish--General
6 Wodjakowski asked me tc establish a location where we could hold
7 numbers of Irag: criminals, and Abu Ghraib looked like the
8 place.
9 C. Now, is that his assessment when you say that?
10 A. Sir, it had>to have been either some information that
11  he hac either got from Colcnel—who was the Provost
12 Marshall orn the st;ff, or from Cclonel- because he never
13 got & briefing from me, and Genera. Wodjakowski was never out aé
14 Abu Ghraik. So he had to’be briefed by somebody.
15 ¢. Did you decide tc put all of those detainees there?
16 A. I d&id not.’
17 C. You were :old thé: thac's where they were going to be
1§ going?
19 A. He told me he didn't care----
20 Q. éeneral Wodjakowski?
21 A. General Wodjakowsk: told me he didn't care if I
22 selecred a site in the middie of the highway, but he wanted it
23 quiék and Abu Ghraib looked like the most likely location.
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)| Q. When did you have‘tha: conversation where he made that
2 statement?

3 A. That was before the 320°F came up to Baghdad. We knew
4 they were coming up to Baghdad, but before they came up to

5 "Eaghdad to move to Abu Ghraib, that conversation took place.

6 Q. In a time period, that would've been July?

7 A. Later than that, sir.

8 ¢. August?

9 A. Probakly.

10 Q. The 3220% arrived?

11 A. September.

12 v DO: I'm thinking before that.

13 Do you remember wnen the 320%® arrived?

14 RC: Sir, I think they arrived sometime around the

15 September timeframe--September, October timeframe.

16 DO: Well, iz was before October. I know that.

17 WIT: But we had to put them somewhere.

18 Q. They being?

19 A. The 320%. We weren't sure that they were actually

20 going to build a internment facil:ty at Abu Ghraib at that
2] poirnt, when they first got to Baghdad. Bur we knew we didn't
22 have any place at Victory. We wanted them up in Baghdad to be

23, able to move, because it was safe at that ‘time--relatively safe.
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1 RC: Would you like to take a break now, sir?

2 LA:.‘If this is a logical point.

3 DO% Yes. And, by the way, if, in fact, at any point in
4 <time, if you become fatigued or if for any reason you neecd to
5. take a breék, just raise your hand and say you need a breax.
6 [The deposition recessed at 1501, 18 July 2004.]

7 [The deposition was :alled_to order at 1813, 18 July 2004.]

8 Questions by the depositiqn officer (continued):

9 0. Going back to when you first saw Abu Ghraib and you

10 firs:t showed up there and you saw its condition, and you briefly

11 described to us its condition and I've been there--of course, 1
12 was there well after the time per.od that you first visited
13 there. Cculd you just tell me who it was you told at CJTF7
14 about the substandard or poor conditions that existed there?
15 A. I told General Wodjakowski and I told General Sanchez,

16 and I also told Ambassador Bremer.

17 Q. And to the best of your recollection, when did you have

18 those specific conversations with them?

19 A. Iz had to be the first week of--probably around or

20 about the B*® or the IO”H-probably not the first formal week of
21 July, but around the 8%, the lom,.:he 12 _sometime after that

22  visit, because I--and I said to him, "Sir, come out and see it

23 if you wan:t."
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He said, "Maybe I'll get out there one day, but 1l

' take your word for it."

3 0. And General Sanchez, when did you have a conversation
4 with him?
S A. -Well, the briefing--when 7 talked to General
6 Wodjakowski aboutr it, it was part of a briefing that was going
7 to be givern tc General Sanchez, and the way that it worked was
8§ vyou had to go and brief General‘dejakowski first, he'd make
9 some changes, and then ydu.had to go and brief General Sanchez.
10 Sc it had to be within not more than 48 hours after I talked to
11 General Wodjakowski abcut 1it.
12 0. And Ambassador Bremer, when did you talk tc him about
13 a1c?
14 A; Not just once. :alked to Ambassador Bremer a lot.
15 And Z've already talked abou; the conditions out at Abu Ghraib.
16 So I wanted it to be fresh in their mind every time I spoke to
17 any of them. So it was arouﬁd the same timeframe. And, as I
18 said, I had to brief Ambassadcr Bremer at least once a week on
19 how the prisons were doinc and how the project was coming.
20 C. And as the mission was progressing, there were more
21 detainees that were being sent to Abu Grhraib beginning, I
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building materials up there. Again, went back to General

2 Wodjakowski and said, you know, we can't even get building
3 materials up there. The train was looted, blah, blah, blah.
4 That kind of thing. I mean, we're just talking briefing him
5 about the”delays, because he was pressuring us to get those
6 compounds built so they coulc take the prisoners out of the
7 division holdinc areas and put them.in Abu Ghraib. We knew that
8 we had expansion capability a: Abu Ghraib under tents in regular
9 detention compounds. When thbse compounds were initially
10 finished, we'd have housing fcr up two thousand, an expansiorn
11 capability that we had nopec wouid never come up ;o eight
12 thousand additional compounds.
13 So we weré holcéing probakly eight hundred--four hundred
14 - :in each compound. And as the contractor work was completed and
15 that long hallway cf cellblocks were open--we transferred
16 prisoners out from under the tents into the facilities.
17 Likewise, there was two facilities downtowrn called Tas Ferat and
18 Russafah, that were being refurbishecd and we were transferring
19 prisoners down there as well. I mean, the plan that we had was
20 wbrking. We were going tc‘ée: prisoners out from under canvas
21  into hard facilities. They had a smaller compound constructed--
22 and the outside compounds, the larger one was called Gancéi and
23 then the smaller one was callied Vigilant. We only used Vigilant
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for housing crimes against the coalition or "security detainees"
as they were ultimately called. We had less than eighty in

Vigilant, and they had to be segregated from the Iraqi

4 prisoners. So still had a very small population, but the
5 majority of it was under canvas.
6 Q. Now that was in the beginning?
7 A. That was in the beginning?
8 Q. Up to what point?
9 A. Up to September, and I could be wrong on that date as
10 well, but around the September timeframe, because that was when
11 there was more. 11 believe they had just caught the sons, Uday
12 and Qusay, and then there was renewed interest and far more
13 activity in the effort to .get Sadaam. That was the thing they
14 were holding out to--not ornly CJTF7, but CPA--if they could‘get
15 Sadaam then the insurgencies would reduce and we could get back
16 on track about going home. So there was a lot of activity.
i7 They were running these raids. The f:rst one, which was
18 classifiéd at the time, the title of it was called "Operation
19 vVvictory Bounty." So whenevef that operation was taking place,
20 that was the first. Anc they policed up those detainees, those
2] people, those prisoners in raids. Called them all detaineas--
22 tagged them all as deta:nees, transferred them all to Abu
23  Ghraib, primarily from Fourth ID area, and--for example, we
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2
3 asked them, you know, "How long are you going to keep them in
4 vVigilant?" Because we were right on the verge of closing
5 vVigilant down altogether. We had reached a point where we had
6 transferred most of the Irag: prisoners into hard facilities
7  whether downtown or out at Abu Ghraib. And we were just maybe
8 days away from closing Vigilant completely. General Wodjakowski
9 said, "Keep it open, because we're going to put the prisoners |
10 from Victory Bounty ihere."
11 'So the first night that they brought priscners in, they
12 brougnt in about 37 prisoners. The interrogators did an initieal
13 interview, and they determined that only two of the people had
14 ény intel value that they cou.d exploit. The rest of them were
15 -ust no value, wrong association, whatever. At the Separate |
16 Uni:z Update the next night, I briefed that we were about to
17 close Vigilant because-—ﬁn;ess he gave. us further instructions,
18 because we only had two prisoners that the military intelligence
19 people wanted to keep because they had additional value.
20 ‘He turned around and he said, "Who told you that?"
21 I said, "Sir, Colonel Pappas told me that it looked
22 like they were only going to ask to keep two."
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" He said--this is during the Separate Unit Update--he

2 said,‘"Go_and ge: me somebody from the two shop. Go and get me
3  an intel person. I don't care what rank they are. Go and get
4 them."
5 Q. This is G:nera: Wodjakowski?
6 A. General Wodjakowski, and he went--and from the C-2
7 section in the.headquarters, there, they got this captain, his
8 name was- He came in and General Wodjakowski turned on
9 him and pointed his finger at him and said to him, "You are not
10 to release any one of those prisoners. Do you understand that?
11 If any one of them is released, it's on your head and I'm coming
12 to find it!" He said, "I don't care--"
13 And he was trving to--"Sir, they said that there's no
14 wvalue."
15 And he told him, "What part do you not understand,
16 Captain? Keep every one of them!"
17 And then he turned tec me and hevsaid, "And you, keep
18 Vigilant open!"
19 .I said, "Yes, sir."
20 So, this Captain waé standing in the hallway when the
2] SUU was over. He told me he was waiting to see me. He said,
2 "I'm sorry."
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I said, "What are you sorry about?" And I said, "We'll

2 keep them."
3 .He -said, "Ma'am, there's no value in keeping them."
4 I said, "Well, apparently there is, because General
5. Wodjakowski was pretty clear. We're not going to release
6 anybody until we get further instructions."
7 And he said, "This is why our population is growing out
8 there, because we can't ge: ;nybody released." And then he told
9 me a little bit about how the mobile interrogation teams worked
10 at the divisions if they workec the right way.
11 C. Whc are you referrinc to? Captair-
12 A, Captai:- He said, "But, we'll do what they tell
13 us to do."
| 14 - So then two nights later, theré was another forty that
15 were brought in. And ther. another one of the divisions brought
16 in fifteen. Then the population started to grow and then they
17 outgrew Vigilant and we had to put them back in to Gancci. And
18 we hacd security detainees in some of the compohnds and prisoners
19 in some of the compounds.
20 Q. And, uvltimately, beca_\use cZ all of these operations, as
2] I understand it, the populatlon——aﬁd also because the numbers
22 being .release'd did not match the numbers coming in, ultimately,
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1  the poﬁulation grew to about five or six thousand. Is that your
2 recollection?

3 A. Yes, sir. And guickly.

4 C. Now, during that time, "quickly"--now, my time period
S that I'm asking you about is between July and January, S© that
6 time period. During tha: time period, could you tell me how

7 frequently you had conversations with General Wodjakowski

8 ©scpecifically about conditions out there and your requests for

9 supportc in order to address some of the short falls?

10 . Every other night, at a minimum, I talked to him about
11 it. T talked to him before the SUU got under way. I talked to
12 him--I briefed him as an -tem fcr my--I mean, he often said to’

13 me, "Look, I don't want to near that anymore. We're working on

14 a1zt
15 Q. And what were the spgcific things you were asking for?
16 A. I talked about the force protection. We still had no--

17 it was the first item I always briefed, that we had no force

18 protection platforms out there and the soldiers were becoming
19 increasingly concerned. The mortars were not coming over the
20 inside wall, yet, but it was just a matter of time. The

21 conditions for the priscners and Zor the soldiers, and with the

22 heat--he said, "Everybody is hot."
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1 ' "7 understand that, but they've rationed water, they

2 have no effective comms out there--"

3 "Well don't you have signal battalion?"

4 - said, "No, sir. - don't have a signal battalion. I
5 have sign;l section, anc they are doing everything they can with
6 the equipment that they have. Again, we are a theater level

7 asset. We plug in to a mother ship:" And, sir, you're the

8 mother ship, and we're not getting the support we need from

9 you."

10 He said, '"Didn't - give you enough money to build those
11 compounds for two thousand?"

12 And I said, "Yes, sir, you did, anc 1 appreciate it.

13 Bpt building the compounds anc putting prisoners in it mean that
14 "you need equipment, you need water, you need food, you need a

15 lot of things to support the sold:ers who are guarding those

16 prisoners and the priscners ~hemselves, and we don't have any of
17 it." And I said the--"We're already taking care of the Iragi

18 prisoners that we're holding in the facilities that have been

19 refurbished because CPA 1isrn't giving us any support, and now

20 . you're not giving me any suﬁpor:." I said, "I'm going through
21 my commanders ' emérgency funds faster than I car get the ink dry

22 on a piece of paper."
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He said, "We're looking at it. We're looking at it,

2 Janisf We're looking at 1:t."
3 And then the mortars came over the wall and killed six
4 priscners. And thgy had nine med-evac flights that night.
5 Q. And when was tha:?
6 DC: 17 August 2003.
7 A. So that's how lonc those conversations had been taking
8§ place. Now, when those mortars killed those prisoners, I called
9 General Wodjakowski--I think it was after midnight, and I said,
10 "Sir, morrars have come over the wall. 1It's killed prisoners.
11 We‘had nine med-evac flights. I have no force protection out
12 there! I can't do much with soft-side hummers and a few up-
13 armors. The biggest piece of equipment I have, as I've toid you
14 before, is a 5-ton truck,” and I said, "We have one 50-Cal that
15 was borrowed from the Marines." I said, "You have to give me
16 force protection platforms out there. It's First AD's sector."
17 And he said, "Those are prisoners. We didn't kill any
18 soldiers;"
19 And I said, "Sir, mf soldiers are guarding those
20 rprisoners. Scldiers are fly-ng those med-evac flights, and my
2] soldiers consider those prisoners their responsibility, and
22 they're all out there at great risk. And you're not helping us
23 at ail."
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And they still didn't help us. I will tell you that

1
2 the nexﬁ day, because there was a lot of press inquiries at the
3 briefing, they sent out two Bradleys, and they were at the entry
4 control point. You could see them from MSR Tampa. aAand when--
5§ they didn't want to go, aﬁd when they arrived, because they were
6 ordered from somebody from the CJTF7 operations section, I
7 don't--I think General Davié was still the 3--I don't know where
8§ the order came from, honestly, sir, but they arrived, and that
9 was when the Royders [phonetic] team was out there and cthe
10 Royderé [phonetic) cémera mar. put his camera up on his shoulders
11  anc throﬁgh the window or. the Bradley, it looked like it might
12 be a weapon, and they killed nim. They shot him.
13 So, right after that, the force protection platforms
14 lef: and they didn't come back again, because the--all of the
15 press attention, the med:a attention, died down again. About
16 two weeks later, more mortars came .rn, and it killed the MI
17 soldiers. |
18 DO: You know, in my :ra;nlng--dur training, relative to
19 protecting forward operating bases, there are certain practices
20 and procédures that are military--Army approved: frequent
21 patrolling, preplanned artillery fires, cutting qff avenues of
22 approach and avenues of escape relative to the MSRs. All sorts
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of things that the Army teaches us need to be done to protect a

forward operating base.

2
3 Q. Who's responsibility was it to make sure all of those
4 things were occurring at Abu Ghraib?
5 A. First AD had the sector, but as I came to find outj-
6 because I went to the currernt 6ps section at CJTF7, and I said,
7 "will you show‘me where the sector lines are so I know who 1is
8§ supposed to be providing force protection platforms?”
9 Ze said to me, "OhL, ma'am. I know it's First AD, but
10 you're right on the seam anc¢ nex: tc you will be the 82, but
1! right now-- ----"
12 DC: Thixd ACR.
13 A ----ACR nad it. "And they're not providing anything
, 14 for you, so ;:fs,First,AD'; responsibility. There's a curfew in
S . " L o .
15 place, sc the MSRs shculd be secure." And, "We don't know where
16 <+the mortars are coming from, but First AD has a fan with----"
17 C. Okay. Bu: who's responsi.tility 1s 1t to make sure that
18 al. cf those things that I just mentioned were happening?
19 A. CJTF7.
20 0. Not the forward operating base commander, whoever that
21 is? |
22 A. First AD? We didn't----
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1 'Q. Who's the forward operating base commander?

2 A.. We didn't have one.

3 " Q. So it wasn't Lieutenant Colonel—

4 A. ﬁc. It was not.

5 Q. Okay. Whé was the forward operating base commander in

6 the time pericd that you are referring tc?

7 L. Between July and January it changed. When they
8 declared Abu Ghraidb an encuring camp.

9 ©. 1n Novemper we x<now -hat it changed, but before

zime period, which woulcd have

firs

10 Novemkber, when i1t--1n the
11 bée: ~he July, Atgust, when :tmis first attack octcurred,

12 September time periocd, wno was the IcrwarG operating base

13 commander? Who was responsible fcr, if nct controlling the

14  opatrolling and créering the patrclling, making sure that someone
was doing tha: patrollinc, making sure that there was pre-

16 rlanned firesc? Who was respcnsible for those things?

17 A Colcnel— whe was the Provo Marshall on the

I8 staff, wds--told Gene;al WCd3akowski ~hat he was ccordinating

19 the support for Abu Ghraik. and he did nc:, or he didn't do it

20 the right way.
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1 : Q. But you didn't see Lieutenant Colonel— as

having any responsibility in that area?

to

3 A. Sir, he was doinc Zorce protection fer the un-t that he

4 had out there.

5 . Q. ©On the base itself?
6 A. On the base. He was not----
7 Q0. ©Dicd you see his responsikility goinc outside the walls

8 and making sure that all of those things that should have

9 occurred--I'm not saying that his units should have done it, but
10 that ne haa the responsiz:l.ty Tc make sure, or someone had the
11 responsibilizty to make sure, tha:t those things were, in fact,

12 occurring ouzside the walls, which 1s where you really needed

15 <the fcrce prc:ec:lén?

14 A, No, s:ir.

15 C. Somecne needed tc be cocrdinating with, directly, with
16 either the Third ACR, 82™ Airborne, Firs: Armored Division--

17  somebcdy nacd to be interfacins with cthose people making sure--

18 "Wel>: where are my patrols? Why is that happen:ing?" Who was
19  cdoing that? Who was having that level ccnversation?
20 A. If anybody was having that level conversztion, i1I was

21 'me with General Wodjakowsk:.
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1 C. And that--that's the extent of it? It wasn't haprening

2 Dbelow you or General Wodjakowski?

A. [The deponent ind:cated a negative response.]

('S}

4 0. How about the isste of clothing availability, which we
5 w:ill get inzto in scme dezzi. when we get into -later portions of

6 our inguiry here. Bu: the issue of the lack of clothing was

7 menticned frequently by scih military intelligen;e personnel and
8§ military pollce‘perso:ne;. Can you tell me what ybu recail

9 about your reguests for clé:hlng?

10 WIT: For the priscners?

1] CQ: For the prisoners. Yes.

12 A. Iz was--I briefed the ch:ief of staif--he was the Chief
13 ci St=zff Zor CITF7, Eut his cff.ce was down in CPA--General Hahn
14 ‘phcnec:c). And I was crief_ng niT cn why we were short on

15 everyth.ing. The reascn cicthinz became such an issue was

16 beceuse it was kind of a middle of the road item where we

17  couldn't even get thaz. We couldn't even get pars of soap,
1§  hecneszly, sir. We couldn':t ge: washbas;ﬁs. - We couldn't get
19 towels.

20. : Bur General Hahrn [phoret:c] lcoked ar me in complete

21 disktelief, and ne said--he had a pen in his hand. He threw it

22  down on his cesk, znd he sa:d, “They are asking you to run an
23 entire prison operation by :tne sea: of your pants!" He said,
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"I'm talking tc these prisons people in CPA. They have funds.

2 What's wrong with— It's cne of his subordinate
3 uni:s."'. |
4 And there was a line Zor Iragi prisons and prisoners in
5 those facilities. "It's a CPA responsibility to fund them."
6 They were rct. If they were supposed to have--aznd they did,
7 they had over eign:t million dollars-ior;ginally they hac abou:
§ twelve m:illicn dollars, and thern the ministry of justice took
9 some of that back and lef: ther with just over eignt million..
10 Thne mzajcrity ¢ tha:t money, a.legedly, was spent on restoring
11 prisons and CoOntract wcrk. 5o, when we asked for money for jump
12 suizs, soap, underwesy, towe.s--
13 "We're work:nc on ceti:inc a supplemen:t to the prisons
14  deparimenz. "
15 1 said, "Well, meanwhile, ycu have prisoners in there.
16 Anz you nave tc pu:t fhem in uniforms.” So I went to my fund.
17 And severa! times we tried toc nave my funds 1lncreased because cf
18 the exten: of our responsiz:.l:zies. I askec Ambassador 3remer,
19 he didn't have any problem w:iih increasing 1T, but General
20  Eanchez did not apprcve :increas:ng :t. He told me that I was
21 only supposed Zc be provading the equipmen:t and the logistics
22 for the security detainees and, you know, he was funding me, or
23 I had enough in my emergency Zund to provide for that. Well, :
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didn't, because I was using my emergency funds for every

2 priscner we had. General Patrais [phonetic], up in 101%%, a
3 couplé of times surplemented for the prisoners up in his sector,
4 . but the other divisipns did not. So there was never enough
5 money. And then when we had the money, they'd send us--we'd put
6 in an orcer for a variety of sizes, and we'd get the order of
7  jump suits in anc 300 of them would be large and the rest of
§ them would be medium or tiny. Most of them couldn't wear them.
9 It was jus:t one of numercu ;mped;ments Lo success, but we were
10  fightinc i: cr both fronts.
11 Q. Wnern was the f£irs:t Zime that a miiitary intelligence
12 uni:c arrived a: Abu Ghra:r to your recollection?
13 A. The interrogaticn teams were out there early--as soon
14 as they starcted to take--ctha: small yroup of detaineeé that we
15 nac, ;hey were cur there to interrogate them. Then Colonel
16 Papras was ocut there o che:k.on chem ancd he stayed over night
17 several times.
18 ¢. This was in the beg:nning?
19 A. This was in the beg:nning.
20 And then afrer his MI soidiers were xilled by a mortar
2] actack----
22 Q. Well, if we could “us:t go--back it up a little bit
23' relazive to the time line. Tne ZI:irst MI unit, I believe, was a
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] contingent from the 515% MI Battalion. It was A Company or jus:

2 a segmernc of A Company, be:ng some of their interrogatcrs. Thev
3 rrived around July, I believe.

4 2. Late July cr August.

5 C. Did you meet with any cf their leaders when they firs:
6 arr:xved?

7 A. There was a lieutenant. I don't recall his name. And

§ cthey were--I asked them if there was anything we could do fcr

were wcrking with Cap'.:aix:—‘

et

9 <chem. They said that the

10 . Vere there any 1ssues ir the very deginning relative to
11 MI/X¥? working relations?

12 A. Ne, sar.

13 C. Anv prcklems tha:t were =rought tTc your attention, in

14 A:he mez:inn:ng, wher thev f:irs: snowed up?

15 A Nc, sir

16 2. AnZ how often, :n :h_.e segrnning, in the July, August--

17 not in Septempber, yetr, but :n the July, August timeframe, how

-

1§ of:en were vou visiting Abu Shrawo?

19 A. I don'‘t wan:t zc say every day, Dut 1t was--_

20 was st:1. tnere, ard Co'.cne'.- the ceputy, was out there
21 everyday, and I was out tThere a min:imum of three times a week,

22 bpecause =t was in BaghdaZ. I mean, it was the most accessible.
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©.- and you had seventeen different sites, but yet you were

visiting Abu Ghraip very freguently when you consider the

Why? Why was

numbers of sites that ycu nhac responsibility for.
Abu Ghraib so high on your l.st toc see so frequently?

A. There was‘cons:ruction work going on ou: there. There
was still this ongoing discussiocn about whether we were evern
going to Dbe allﬁwed to use : so we had a contingency plan--if
tne humanitarian organizaTicns woOn, we weren't even going to be
there was proklems with gett:ing

able zZc use it

~ne puillding mater.al zTnere. Sc we were going to Start--sO

there was a fccus. There was & lct of activity going on out
there. ~d it was also cn =--e way —o other facilities. I could
cver to Cropper and ther i1 anc:iner 15 cr 20 minutes, I could be

7. Now, when tne 519°° showed up--they were there from the

begirning. And zhen you had merc.oned the Victory Garden, I

v

believe it was?
A. Victory Bounty.

Q. The Victory Bounty crera:icn wnich was the first one

where they believed the: they were going to bring in all cf

these .arge numbers of Sadaam Faydayeen, and they were going to
interrogate them there at Abu Ghraib. And at some peint the

population c¢f the military intellilgence units grew. Wnat was
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1 the next significant fact that you remember after the July,

t9

August timeframe--and September? Do you remember who was the

3 next MI leader to show up?

4 A.— She was on site.
0. And did you have a conversation witk_when

6§ she f£irst showed up?

w

7 A. I talked =c her cseveral times. She had peen there--she
8 was a new face, and she speciif:cally came to see me. She said,
9 "I'm running the interrogazions, and I'm going to be living otp
10 nere."

11 T sai1d, "Is thnere arvthing we can do for you? Anything
12 you need?"

13 ‘ She said,‘"Nc. We have just about everything we need
14 rﬁgh: now. We'? like tc see mcre of the detainees releaced.’

15 T said., "So would I. Sc would everybody."

16 3ut, they were keep:ing them separate, you know, just

17 kind of "this is what we're doing, this s what our plans are.”
18 Ara she had--I th;nk_ she had abou: s or eigh: teams. So that
19 would be abcut eighteen cr twenty-five 1nterfogator teams. They
20 nad a separate interrogaticn facility--a couple of them, under

21 ~ canvas. They were all set up. They made that arrangement with

22 — He cave tnem the area where they could

23  operate.
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1 Q. And inizially <they were operating in tents?

2 : A, Right. Yes, sir.

C. Do you remember when the--what's known as the hard site

(V3]

4 was open? Alsc known as the 1A, 1B portion ci the hard site.

Do you remember when that was opened?

W

6 L. Well, the 1R and 15--they were ready first, because

7 they were at the end cf the zhing, and they were the maximum

B security cells ard everycthinz, but that's where the contractcrs
9 starzed at CPA's urging and desigrn, and then they were gcing :c
10 work down the hallway.

11 Sz, we didn't warnt o pur dezainees in there--we dicdn':

13 end they wanted to have press :cnierenée so that all of these
14 repcrters could walk ctnrcuzrn the facilities. And it wasn':
15 only--I mean, it wasn't onliy cellblock 1A and B, but several
16 cther cells had beer. refurrished alsc. So had them setup like

17 static displays with the mat:resses and everything. The media

~ have been several hundred cf

|
m

18 people came cu: there--there m

19 “hem--anc looked thrcugh the facil:ty, sa:d that it was
20 ccmwplezely different than -eiocre. There used to be--there was
21 reports that there was a hundred crammecd in a cell, and now

22 there's golng co be twelve or fourteen, "where are you going to

23 keep the populaticn," "we're openinc more facilizies," that kind
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1 of thing. So, as soon as we got through that mediz event, we
7 had cellblock 1A and B opened, and we transferred Iragi

3  criminals into -hose facilities.

4 Q. Into both 1A and 1B?
5 % Yes, sir. And several of the otrher cellblocks after
6 <-ha-. So, 2A and 23. Maybe not 3A, at that time. But, I mean,

7 we were -—ust so delighted that we were getzing pecple out from
8§ tra- hea:z and -he sand and inside. And 1t was working just
9 <f-ne. The only reguest that the 72" MP Ccmpany had was that

10 they be zllowed to operate Lncse ~ellblocks since they had been

11 cus -here from the beginning and worked very hard on this, so I
12 accormodaczed that. Tha: was fine with me, and they dic a great
13 jeb. I'm very prouc oI their acccmplishments and everything.

14 - wWnen I went cut Lc -he praiscn, I would walk in to any
15 of those cellblccks and I wculd talk to the prisoners, and some

16 of -rer never wanted to leave, because 1t was petter than what
17 they were living wuth, certainly out under the canvas, but it
18 was, ir a lot of cases, better than what they were living with

19 a- rcme. "How are the MPs treat:ing you?" "Fine, £:ne, fine."

20 Then,ﬁ whc was the operations officer ZIor
21 the 205" MI Brigade,——-she asked me one qay .at a

22 prisons meeting, she sa:d, "ma'am, you know, we have some

73 detainees in those separate cells in cellblock 1A."
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1 . I said, "1 know. We're going to start to crharge ycu

2 rent."

3 She said, "Ma'am, we need more."

4 and I said, “"How many more?"

5 . She said, "Well, we'd like all of theﬁ."

6 0. Now when she saiZd ";all of them," was she referring TG

8 A. 1A
S 1 said, "CFA--those prisons guys are going to scream.”
10 T saicd, "1 don't think that's a good icea. They just opered .,

11 -hey're the cnes that pul the Tconey in there."

12 Sc, of those raizs. cf those cperaticns iike Viztery
13 Bounty, -f£ ycu arrest 37 pecrle and only two of them have intel"
14 value, vou want to segregate ther from the general ropulza.ion,

15 otherwise thcse two wen't have any value either. 3c that's what

16 :they were using those ind:v:idual cells fcr. And threy did. =

17 asked Ma;or—l t:ink 1z the guy I asked, "Tell me how

18 many they have in there."

19 He sa.d, "I'l! gc nack ané check the numbers.®
20 — brougkr it up again when she saw me that
21  they really heedeé to tax<e conircl of cellbleck 1A. Thar would
22 Dpe September. Anc I went :o—and— and
23 I asxed them if they would be agreeable. Before 1 could even
g3
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finisn the reguest _»«'as shaking his head "no." I

2 said, "Let me explain to you why. This 1is not permanent, okay?
3 These areb the ones that have value. If we can put them ir
4 there, then they can ge: the information and then they'1ll make
5 .up their mind whether they're gcing to release them or if
6 =-hey're Iragi criminals or whatever, but this is not permanén:."
7 —Sali, "I den't agree with it. They
8§ didn't 1ift one finger.” SO “here \;vas opposition.
9 But—said} "I think we should do this. I
10 tnink we should go zhead ar¢ relinguish control. But you think
11 it's :empérary?“
12 And I seid, "I real:v dc. Now, I don't know what
13 ‘zemporary' means, put = Think it's temporary." 5o I tola him
14 .tnaz. I told Colonel rarpas and —was standzng with
15 hnim when I told him whenever it was, a week later. nd I said.
16 sc ycu can--ycu can have cellzlock 1A. They've agreed tc it
17 Q0. The erntare 1A?
18 A. 1A.
19 Q. Sc, in your mind, whern tha:t decision was made,
20 conzurred with by CEA, &z that pcont in time, MI wculd have the
21 authority to place their detainees :n 1A? The entire cellblock?
22 A. Yes, sir.
84
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1 Q. And that would still be in September?

[38)

A.  That would be in September.

3 ‘ .During that conversation, when—was

4 objecting, he said, "This is only the beginning. Mark my words:
5 .Th.s is cnly thre béginn:ng » and sure enough, a weexk or ten

6 days later, they're asking Ior cellblock 1B.

~1

C. Ncw, what was 1B--&:° chis point in time, what was 1E
8 intended for?

9 A. wWell, the higher--the more violent crimes. Tre Irag:

tn

more---hat had been in 1A were

N
Py

10 crimna.s -hat were guilty C

11 rrarsferred cver tc 1BE.

12 ~ . When was it tnat the decosion was made, and who made
13 the decision. that the qJuveriles and the female detainees wculd
14 gc in to 137

7z wWnen we had a facility--we had a facility downtown that

—
N

16 they were using, Russafah anc Tas Ferat, ané they were hous:injy
17 -he female detzinees dcwn there anc scme juveniles, because the

18 Jjuvenile facility wasn't refurb:shed ye:z. So when they said we

rd Russafah 1if you

o

19 cen ge: mcre male prisoners i Tas Ferat
20 have a piace tc transfer the females anc the -juveniles to. SO

er them to wculd be 1B.

Hh

2] we said the cnly place we cou.l trans

22 Sp, s.nce 1B--tne upstalrs tier was vacant, we —ransferred the
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1 females up there and--we didn't have very many juveniles at the

2 <cime. I think they cnly transferred seven or eight.

3 C. So the tor par: was juveniles----

4 A. It was females anc juveniles.

5 | Q. &and 1B, the bottom part, was serious crimina.

6 offenders?

7 A. Criminal coffenders. But we transferred those sericus

8 cr-minal cffenders to Tas Fera: and Russafah in downtown because
9 they had scre indiv:edual cellplocks. Not like Abu Ghraib——no:_
10 maximum securizty, but they were individual and they suited the
11 purpose. Tne only people that we had that were really viclent
12 offenders were nct guiltv ¢ those violent ocffenses when they

13  were brcuch:t in. Thev were ricked up looting cr steal:ing a car:

14 cr whatever their crime was. 32ul rarely was an Iragi prisoner
15 brought ir tha:z was arrestez for e wviolent crime. The cops knew
16 who they were anc they said, "On, well, this guy has a history.
17 You know, ne shct 60 peorie," cr whatever. And it may have

18  ultimately worked out that thev were guilty of a violent crame
19 <this time and fleeing :r & stclern vehicle, but 1t was--the
20 smallest percentage of our pcpu_ation was rea.ly violent Iragl

2] . zrimwinals.
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to

L3

o)

Q. You becan to tell me that chere was a request about &
week lacer for 1B. Did MI then get authority for 137

A. Yes, sir.

Q. What was your description--or what is your descrizzioen
of whaz -t actually meant that MI--wha; did MI get as far as

-

corm-»ol? I mean, dii they have cor-rol? I mean, who was

A Colonel-came out. He was assigned out there by
Z. Now, —was assigned in the mid to later

5. He was at tre COTFC pefore that, though. He was
ass:cned under tne TI. He worsed ¢{5r Zolornel, who was the

=C: Right. Bur nor very lona. -had ornly arrived in

ccurntry a few days belore ne was senll TO Abv Ghiraib.
"WIT:. I tnink he mignh: nave ceen tnere before that, 'sir,
but ne wésn': assigned. ke was over L. Bosnia Or AZghanistan.
2Z: He came from here. . He was actually essigned from the
Intell:gence and Secur:ty Commana, which LS where he was Deicre

he was sent tc Abu Ghraif. He was :rn the very building that

we're .
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WIT: I know tha: in Sertember, when cellblock 1A and 1B

1 T: I
7 wen:t under the control of the MI,_as there. He
3 arrived. So I never really encountered him before that, excer:t
4 maytce S.everal times over——b::_{phoneti } calked
5 about nim.
6 DC: Yes. When he first gct intc countXry, he was assignec
7 and—[phoneclcj wae :he person who actually sent Iim
8§ out to Rbu Ghraib. |
9 g. I interrupted yo.. YOu were telling me who was it that
10 was--nOow was -t being coniro.:ed?
11 L. Well, cellblock 1A an<d 1B was never intended, and it
1>  was never my tchough:t,--ncozdy ever saic, we're goirg to do
13 interrcgations in the c2llpiot<s or in cellblock 1A or 1E by
14 m‘ear., 1+ was never discussed, never suggested. Nothing.
15 Recause at thaz time they nad the engineers building Facilicy
16 Wocd, cutside of 1A and 1lz. That was an interrogation facility.
17 1 do know tha_considered himselZ to be
18 in cherge of the operaticns v:.n 14 and 1B.
19 2. We'll get tc wnho was in charge rela-ive to MI, but as
20 far as the »cellbloc_ks rremselves, how did it actually operate?
21 who was controlling tkre en:r'_y.', -he ex:t? Who's responsible for
88
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1 the feeding; tne housing? Who decided who got in there and whc
2  didn't get in there? FKow did that all operate?

3 A. The MPs were still respcnsible for the detention

4 operations: opening the cell door, taking the prisoner out,

5 putting the prisoner back in, and locking the cell door. They

6 were respcnsible for.getcing food to them, they were responsible
7 for getting mecdical attention. Everything as a normal detention

§ respcnsibility would be.

9 9. Lieutenant Colonel-escribes them as a

10 wardern duties. Would vou acree with that as a term?

11 A. VYes, sir. The ja.lers.

12 'Q. Alrignt. 3c the ja.ier responsibilities were the MPs.
13 j~a- was .- wher the MI was g:ivern authority to use that? What

14 | did =—na- mean? Did that just mean that they couid aséign pecple
15 in to =he cells? You ﬁell me what you thought it meant.

16 4. Yes, sir. Tre pop:ia:xon in cellblock 1A and 1B would
17 be Ml--would be security detainees, and 1t would be up to them
18 <o moni-or the population in cellblock 1A and 1B to determine if
19 there was a vacancy or 1if somebody came 1n with more value to

20 replace ano-her ctrisoner that was 1in one of the isolation cells.
21 Iz was up to them that if they wanted a prisoner to be taken out

2 of a cell for in-errcgation, they woulid ¢c to the MPs, the M?
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1  would go anc get the priscner, tring -hem back to the MI persch,

2 they'd sign for them and take them out for interrogaticn.
3 Q. b;d you actualily ever visit 1A and 13?
4 A. Yes, sir.
) 5 o. - When was the first Iime that you remempexr?
.
6 A. We.l, when it was Deing refurbished, sc I could see

7 what Cne maximum seCurity ce.ls--1 wanted to make sure the
8 \inges were Cn the right s:de. And rhen the day with tnhe press
0 ~-fererce, cf ccurse, we -cck them in there. And then the cay -

lly trznsferreC priSCners inside. And then,

m

10 when we actu

~z- - vis.ted Abu Grra:b, I did nct go

(&3

1} ~ousinely. Zvery Time

12 in —c cellclock 1A and E.

W
L @)
o
[
o
T
o]
5
th
-
[$)
Q
C
m
I8}
0t
'
-

Zy, would you go in to 1A anc 1B?

i4 . p.  Well, .t was cne éf —ne few cellb;ocks that was

15 operational mu~- “nere, sc I would Jo, probably, safely, one of
16, every three visit

17 ©. And wculd that have s=ar-ed in September and tasted all

18 cf tne way through January?

19 A. XNc, sir.
20 Q. From what pericd tc what period, then?
21 . ‘From September Untlil tne middle of Ncvember. Wren the

22  transfer of the prison w ~nt under MI.
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1 Q. Sc from Septemrer thrcugh November, when the FRAGC was

I~

igsued, you were coming ard you were visiting maybe one tc three

- =

3 times per week and were actually going to 1A and 1B most of that

4 time?

w

A. Right. and there were several reasons for that.
6 That's where the females were. That's where the juveniles were.

7 That's where the mos: dangerous detainees were. And then after

8 the handgur 1ncicdent in cellblcck 1A--I was there a day before
9 cr two days before. So I sa:d,--I mezn, we talked to the Iragi
10 guards that were there, they xnew us, they knew me. I just

il couls nct believe that there nacd been such a breech of security.
12 Ang I know tha cecnsideread himself to be zin
13 charge cf cellblock 1A and 1B at the time, because he is the ore

14  wnc had called wme anZ tcid me why he hac silenced the MPs.

a’l of those v:sizs, and we'll go back to the

16 shoctinc :ncicent and— buc in all of

——

U
0
(@

1

17 those visics that you made, did you ever see any:thing that could

18 be ccnsidered or was, -n fact, abuse, such as naked detainees in

19 their cells?

19
(]
hed

No, sir.

9]
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1 Q. Did anybody ever tell you--any of your MPs evexz tell

o

you about any of those issues, such as naked detainees in the
3 cells or ;ny of those other things?

4 A. 1In the éells? No. But the MPs would say te me

5 .sometimes, you know, this prisoner wanted tc be on a hunger

- - ~ 3 JE
6 s-rike, but that lasted Ifor a @ay, and then he heard the rattle

~3

of the MREs, as they saic, s°© ins-ead of being on a hunger
8§ sctrike, ne decided that he was going to take his clothes off.

9 So ne's refusilng to wear nis clothes and the MI people tock them

10 away so he doesn't hang homselI. 3ut we gave tim an extra
11 tlankez -
12 1 specifically talked tc¢ tne juveniies, because afrer

13 cne -ime that they brcught some D, I saw a kid that was--he
14 _coked like he was g-years olcd. He -o2d me he was almost 12. I
15 asked nir where he was Ifrom. He ~0>d me his brother was there

16 with hirm, but he really wantecC tO S2€ his mcther, could he

17 please call his mo-her. "'He was crying.

18 Sc, I never savw anything that was apuse Or could be

19 considered abuse. When a priscner was refusing to cat, he was--
20 he was "mencally ill," he was refusing tTc cat, they took

21 everythino--the MPs took everything out cf the cel. that could

22  possibly hurt him or that he could use, and they were just--they
23 were considering taking out his bunk for fear that he would
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really.f

doing al

deten-ion operation.

rad jump

So they were

ind some way to harm h-mself with that.

1 of the right things o the extent that you can in a

They had showers. They had--some cf cherm
suits and they'd refuse to wear their jump SUuits;

ie them to

they'd t <he bars, so they'd be in their boxer shorts
or treir underwear O whatever in thelr cell, buz I never saw
anytning that was even clcse to what--.
Q. Tne first MP unit zhat had responsibilitylfcr 1A and
13 as 1 understand 1t, waé -ne 727 MPs. The unit that you
said--tne Nevada Army Nz-ioral Guard, as I recall?
A. Right.
C. And chey were a g-e’lar unit?
A. . Trey were tCo me
Q. Any issues witn Then ~naz you knew Of, whatsoever,
relacive to 1R or 1B?
A. No, sir.
. Dicd they ever pbring anything o youz attention relative
-0 their concerns éabou:z how 1% was beiné run, either by
themselves, rhe MPs, cr any ci tne thaincs that the military
intelligence personnel were dcing?
A. Never an 1issue abou:--nothing. 1 mean, rothing.
93 .
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0. And they were followed, in October, by the 3727° MP

2 Company?
3 A Correct
4 Q.l And the 372™ came in approximately 1 October and there
5 was a traésition period between 1 October and around the 157" of
6 October Is that accurate te your fecollection? .
7 A That's correct
8 0. Now, <he 3725, wrere did they come from?]
9 2. They were dowr 1 Ad Diwaniaah. They were with the
10 mul-ina-iona. division, the: was the one -~hat was originally in
11 suppert ©f the MEF, and then -ne MEF left, and they thought they
12 were go:ng ncme with the MEF, and ~-TF7 shortstopped that, ked:t
13 tnemr -—here, saic that tThe m_l=:inat:onal division was coming in,
14  and tha:t they were ccing tc do detention operations until the
15 police or law enfcrcement compcnent ¢ the multinatiocnals got
16 :r. So -hey rema:nec dowr. zhere. They were aligned under the
17 310°" MP Battalion and -hey 3id detention crerations.
18 C. Any protlems with trem tha- you «new of before they
19 showed up at Abu CGhraid?
20 A. No, sir.
2] Q. Any reason to questlbn their assignment there as a
22 military police unit reépcns;ble for that section?
23 A. Yo, sir.
94
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1 ' I visited them. I visited with the Iragi police

(8]

officer that was there. He bragaed abour the MPs and the

3  support and the traininc that they were giving them--the 3727 Mp

4 Company. I talked to_right after I got the
S first information abou: thece a‘_leged-—
6 -as ~he MP Battalion commander down there. I talked o

nim and I said, "372™ is up here. There's some allegations.

~J

8 VYou have any problems with them?"

9 "Absolutely no:t. - None."
10 When they came to Adu Ghraib, though, they came one
11 platoon shorz, because tne CPA was working on getting a ccontrac:

12 for perscnal security deza:.s dowr there, and they had not been

13 able to do that successfu..v--they were dragging their feet oo

14 iz, hones:zly, because they l.ked the MPs. So the CJTF7 i1n the
15 ops shop said, "Keep the p.atcen down there for another two
16 -week." I objected. No:r as vigcrously as I should have,

17 vperhaps, rut I knew that the 372™ was going in behind the 72% MP

18 Comoany and they wou.d get :¢ cood orce thev arrived. Two weeks
Dany Y a e )

19 became a month, and then finally somebody from the CJTF7 staff

20 from the ops shor had tc go cown there anc talk to the CPA South

21 to get those MPs released and sent up to Abu Ghraib.
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i Q. You hac mentioned ea:lier—
2 When was the first time you me—‘:O

your recollect:ion?

v

4 A, I--after I me: him--I met him, officially, I guess, at

5  apu Ghraib. I was ouvt there visiting. I went into cellblock 1A
¢ and all of the sudden he was tnere. I said, "Where did you come
5 from?" de :ntroduced himself. And I said--we had a visit

8§ scheduled wi:hVCongre551o:al Delegaﬁioner [sic] Wolfowitz

9 [phenetic). And we were out “here tne day before to walk the

10 ground of whicn way we were ¢oing -oO g0, where we were gocing to

11 rake nix, and he appeared. - was in cellblock lA and he

12~ appeared.

13 Q0. When was that?
4 L. I7 had to ke .n Sectember.
13 C. 2né what cid he tell you his role was when he saw you?

16 Did he zell you what hils ro:e was?

17 A He did. Well, a:t f:rsz he told me what he did in the
]8 civilian wor.d. He said, "So. - know a lot of people." And I'm
19 sure he said to me, "And T was 1n, " Bosnia or Afghanistan. "l

20 have a lo: of experience with interrogat.on.”
21 I said, "Are ycu witnh cavil affairs ou:t here?"
22 He caid, "No, no, me'aw. I'm go:ing tc do the

23  interrogation. So the prisoners that they're putIing in 1A and
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1 1B will .be my responsibilitcy. If they're gcing to take them fcr
2  interrogation, we'll be responsiple for getting them out there."
3 Thaﬁ was his function. That's what he told me.

4 Q. So, did he tell you he was ir. charge of the

5 .irterrobgation operation?

6 A. He told me he was the link or the connector be-ween

7  chem ir. the cellblock and when they would be moved out for

8§ interroga:zion. He was nct doing the interrogation. He was very

9 c_ear cn that.

10 A 0. Alrignz. So he wasn't doing any interrogation?

11 A Right

12 0. =But did he say that, "I'm in charge of all of the
13 incerrogazcrs?”

14 2. Yes. That he was respcﬁsible for the interrogaticn

15 efforz. He seaid, "You me: Captaln- She'll be answering’

17 'Q. And earlier you rnad szid or made a reference to him
18 Dpeing responsible for the 1A area. What was that responsibllity
19 =hat you were referring tc, because we've established that the

20 MPs had warder responsibili:it:es CT jailexr respcnsibilities--what
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] were the responsibilities that MI personnel ,—.
_had relative to 1A and 1B?

3 4. Well, in a reguiar detention operation, sir, 1if you're

(8]

4 bringing in a new prisoner and the cellblock is full, the MPs,

or whoever's in charge »f the cellblock on that shift, can make.

5
¢ a determination that you can put--"Oh, put him in cellblock 16--
7 pfut him in cell ié. Even chough there's one in there, he's

§ going to be released tomorrow or he's golng out to general pcp

9 tomorrow," wnatever it is. So that was no longer the MPs'

10 decision. That was_iecision.—---

11 LO: I see.

12 4. ----1f he was brircing in a new detainee for some

13  reascn, he'd say, "Take the ome :n isolation out, put ham in 14,
14 and put this guy 1in isolaz:on." Similar with 1B.

15 C. Is it your impression thzt 1A and 1B remained under the

17 and respcnsibility to assign MI holds to those cells within 1A

18 and 1B?

19 . Right.
20 C. Are you aware that there were others, even af:ter the
21 ' zime period that you referred to earlier, which was the

22  becinninc--are you aware tha: criminals and proplem performers- -
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| prcblem detainees were being placed irn 1A and 1B by military

to

pclice personnel? Were you aware that that was occurring?

3 A. I wasn't aware, specifically, but I know that a coup.e
4 of times_they had to put an Iragi criminal that they brought in
5 on suspicicn of a violent crime and they put him into 1A, intc a
6 cellblock.

7 Q. Were you aware -ha: the MPs were putting detainees that
§ were causing préblems in the other parts of the prison: those

9 <chat were starting riots, -hose that were--as an example, those
10 cnat were accused of rap:nc cther detainees--were you aware that

11 tnhe MP cersonnsl were us.nz 12 and 1B to house those prisoners?

12 A. I was rnct.
14 ZO: No. Well, i1:'s nct cur understanding that they were

16 from interviewing beth the mil:itary intelligence personnel and

17  the mil:itary police personnel: —
18 —':he NCOs tha: were actually doing the jailing

19 respcnsibilities. It's based cn what they have testified to us
200 on 15 that the MPs were, indeecd, taking these problem
21 performers, problem detzinees, anc placing them in 1A and 1B,

)2 pecduse they had no place else <c put them. They had to be

23 -aken out of the general prison pcpulation for disciplinary
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1 reasons and reasons trat they were determining on the spot.

o

They were placing them in whar was supposedly going to be the

3 strictly MI area.

4 WIT; Righz. Now, sir, if they were in the genera.

5 populatioﬁ'compound at Abu Ghraib--at Gancci, from late October,
6 early Novemper timeframe, they were all security detainees, SO

crey were all MI holds anyway, effectively. If there were

7 T

& croublemakers amongst tnem--.

9 | oC: Well, yes. It gets in TO how you want.to categorize
10 c«hem. The éa:egorles tha- we've been told that were being used
11 were baslical.y tnree cCategcries. aAnd those catego:ies, number

1?7 one, was the criminals: rnure ~r:rminals did not have any MI

13 interesz- or any securlly InIerests, put have committed

-:ons against the laws oI Irac. The second categorv would

p 2N
-
@]
b
[\})

nave been security holds, and security hold were all of those

—
tn

16 peorle that were Delng rounded up and detained and all of the

17 operatzions that referred to ear.1exr.

18 WIT: Right.
19 DO: A subcateccry of the security holds were what was
70 being called "MI holds." Trose are the ones thrat after going

2] through screenings and after an MI aralyst cr i1nterrogator would
22 do an initial assessment, t—hey wculd specify that this person

73  needs further interrogation for whatever Ieason, and they were
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1 then desigrated as "MI hclds."” So MI holds were really a

_subcategory of the security detainees. So the people that were

(%)

3 going in:to 1A and 1B--very shortly after the beginning,
4 according to the testimony that we have--was a mixture oi all
5 three c® those categnries: there was security holds, that is

6 people tnat were being helc rut didn't nave any MI interescts

N

anymcre, and there were pecpie that were in there for

8 specifically MI reasons where MI said, "We want this perscn

9 segregazed for this reasqn.". So all three categories were in
10 there from, pret:ty much, :hevvery beginning.

11 WIT: 1 believe thaz. Fror the beginning; sure. 3ecause

12 cellblock 14 and iB--ce.lblcck 1A, especially, had the 1isolation

13 cells and the maxirmum-secur:-wv cel’s. Iz was the only cellblock
i4 | where vou zculd hcld individuzls or two people in a éell. Whern
15 it was under our cox:rbl, -ha-'s who we put in there. I dcn't
16 know .I they put :roublemakefs or--I dor't know, but when the MI
17 peoole, like from Victory Bounty, they had two of that initia.
18 group that they wanted to c£ut in Tnere. S50 we had the cell

19 space and we put them in there. Sc there was a mix of priscners

s+ ==at sime. BuT it wasn't unt.! these raids ard these

19
>
o1}

th

21 specific cperat:ions where the security detainees were being

22  brcought ir that that population started to increase. I looked
23 at t—he population breakdown,—gave it to me, and 1t
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1 showed the vast majority of those cellblocks upstairs and

y -
-

downstairs, in cellblock 1A, were occupied by MI holds. Sc :

[

made sense to argue their case to get that put under thear

(V3 )

4 control. But we had either transferred those prisconers out or--
5 the Iragi criminals--they hac been transferred into other

6 prisons, other cells, ¢r inzc 1B. I was not aware that they

ii -

-1

were--at scme point, thnen, went back to mixing the categories of
8 ©priscners.

9 CO: Yeah. They were. And we've actually done an analysis
10 ©of wnc amengst those that are cla:xming a‘use-and those that,

11 ndeeg, we know were abused frch the pictures, whc was who and
12 whetrner or not they were in a security hold, criminal, or an MI
13 holid. Anc sc we can ver:fy even by the pictures that, "Yeah,

14 .:h;s one was done specif:cal.y cn this person and that persor.
15 There's nc MI interest. Theyv've been placed there strictly from
16 a criminel siandpoin:, or "This person was an MI hold and 1is
18 VIIT: We distinguisheZ the :a:egcfies by where they had to
19 gc Zor a release board.

20 (END OF PAGE]
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3 And the ones that were in that cell were not going
4 befcre my‘releaSe boaré for lragi criminals. They were all
5 waiting for releasé by the MI Security Detainee Release Boaxrd.
6 DO: I'm sorry. You were going to--7?
7 DC: Were the security cdetainees the troublemakers? I'm
8§ Sust confused as to why they would be mixed in to 1A and 1E
9 basec on the oral conversat:-on that you just had.
10 DO: Security holds was the category of all of these that
11 were picked ur on all of trese, and considered to be thread to
12 the ccalatien
13 pC Correc: I understand tnat parc
14 WIT So if a regular cne frcm the general populacion ended
15 up 1. there----
16 DC I'm trying tc figure ou:t where the group of people
17 ~hat ‘are the zroublemakers come from.
18 CO: They come from both the criminal group and from the
19 group of security holds.
20 DC: 8o from both?
21 DC: From both. And they very well might have come--I
22 don't know this for a fac:z, but they might have come from the MI
23  holds also. Sc if ycu have an MI hold guy whc starts a riot:
103
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1 not an MI issue. The MPs are concerned with starting a rioc:.
"2 So the MPs could've taken that MI hold and put them in ¢ this

3 isclatior; area.

4 [The deposition fecessed at 1613, 18 July 2004.]

. [The deposition was called to order at 1635, 18 July 2004.]

W

6 OQuestions by the deposition oflicer (continued) :

7 Q0. Can you tell me, again, what you believec—
) —role was? Was there anyth:ing in addition to

9 assigning whCc was going 1nto tncse particular cells and who was
10 geoing tc be assigned -here: Did ne have any other broader

11 respcnsibiiicies?

-

12 7 T was all relatec To interrogation, sir. I don'tc know
13 the depth cf =t, but I cc know -nat he was the one who reported

14 .interrogatiorn pProgress back to General Fast.

15 0. Who digd L;eutenan:—report to?

16 A. Genera. Fast.

17 ©. And how did you know that?

18 A. He toid me.tha:, sir. And Cclonel Pappas told me that.
19 Q. What did—:ell you, as specifically as
20 you can recall, about his repertong relationship with General

21 Fasz?

22 - A. The only reason .T came up was because of the handgun
23  in-the ce.lblock, and so I said to—I said,
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1 "] want a statement from each one cf those MPs. I want to know

2  what happened. And ge:c it wiaile it's fresh. He called me back

(8]

really pretty guickly.
4 He said, "The MPs aren't méking statements. -
5 -:old them not to talk to anybody. He told them not to

6 make a statement.”

7 1 said, "Wel., woy ls_telling them to do
§ anything?"

9 He sa:d, "It happéned :n his cellblock. He said that

10 1T itT's nhis respcnsibility.

<,

11 1 sa:d, "Those IMPs zre going to make statements for

12 you. They're ore cf your MP companies."
J >

13 A _ So—called me back anc—
14 said. "Ma'am, the reascn I told the MPs not to make any

15 statements 1s because I wanted them to get the story straightl""
16 And I said, "Well, that's interesting, but I want the‘

17 crutn. And ﬁhe best way tc get that s ©o capture it

18 1mmed:acely."

19 And ne saic, "I dcn't acree.”
20 _ T said, “"That's f:ne. They'rc my MPs, and they're
21 going to cive statements to— There's goirg
22  tc be an investigation." I said, "I'm lookinc out for them and
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for getting the truth." So I said, "Have Colonel Pappas call

2 me."
3 'He said, "Well, me'am, I don't work for Coclonel
4 Ppappas."
5 sod T said, "Well that's kind of interesting. Who do
6 you work IZor?"
7 And he said, "Well, I work for General Fast." That's
8 how I know that he worked f‘or Ceneral Fast.
9 So 1 called Colone. Fappas, and he wasn't in the
0 cszice, sex =is xo (| R - -
11 ne'd cal.l me right back. And ne dad.
12 and I said, "Who‘s_work fcr? Doesn't he work
13 for you?"
14 e said, "No, ma'asm. He works for Seneral Fast. Why?
15 Wha:z di¢ ne do now?"
16 I said, "This :s abou: the handgun incident.”
17 He said, "What nandgun?”
18 Sc he hadn't hearc aﬁy:hing-—or he acted iike, on the
19 telephone, he nadn't heard any:hi;':g about the handgun. So I
20 :bol:i ~im. Ar.d I said, "Anc I wanted statements from the MPs,
21 an;—told -he M®s no: to talk to anybody. Now,
22 reluctanzly, he's backing off, I guess, because - told him that
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1 I wanted statements and that they're going to give statements -0
.
3 | He said, "When did this happen?”
4 ' I said, "Today. They're arresting Iragi guards or
5 something, because allegedly one of them smuggled it in to the

6 prisonexr."

7 He sa:d, "I'll call yocu back." So he came LO me.

8 Q. "He" being?

9 A. Colone. Pappas.

10 Sc, he said, "I :alkgd t— Ma'am, " he
11 said, "I -hink he was sincere.”

12 V - sai1d, "You car never be sincere if your first

13 statemen:t is, I wan: znem —o ge: their stories straighz.'" T
14 saxd, Wmna- doesn't ring we.l with me, which 1s why i was

15 insistent about getzing tne statements, because it's the right

16 thing to do."

17 He sald,—unders:ands, now."

18 7 said, "Did you go and talk to ham?"

19 4e said, "Actually, re came to see me."

20 I said, "How come ne doesn't work for you?"

21 He éaid, "We_.l, 1 dor':z have a position for him. But

22  he really works fecr General Fast and keeps her informed on tkre

23 interrogat.ons."
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to

17

18

19

ACLU-RDI 659 p.106

That's how I found

out about these different pieces of

the parts of the--the operation out there. Not through grilling

anyboedy,

Q.

K

and wna:t

with alil

but through those

kinds of conversations.

Did General Fast ever talk to you abouc—

- Never.

She never talked t

No, sir.

c ycu about the relationship that she

Dic Ceneral Fast ever talk to you about Colcnel Pappas

“1s responsibiliza

Yes. That's what
And the reason for

of these raids anc

interrogatiorn work going on

there.

Q.

[ @)

es were relative to Abu Ghraib?
really. She said that she had

move nis headgquarters out there.

~directed that?

srhe told me.
shar was because the focus of the--
every:thing, that there was so much

ou- -here. He needed tc ke out

Who did Colonel Pappas report to?

General Fasrt.

Was--do you know 1

I have no idea.

£ General Fast was his rater?
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1 Q. But you would have expected 1T IO have been General

(8]

Fast?

3 ‘A, I don't--I didn't expect it to be anybody one way Or
4‘ ~he other; bu- he answered tc her about everything and did

S .reports abcut once é day to her. Whenever I saw him over &t

6 CJTF7 wnenever I was 1n Baandad, ne was alwaysleither going in

7 to her office or‘coming ou- cf her office. And if he went in tc
8 Dbrief General Wodjakowski oY General Sanchez,_he alQays had ner
9 with nim.

10 C. Sc the relationship was be-ween Coclonel Pappas and

11  Ceneral Fast. How about--fcr rheir reperting relationships.

13 Fast?

cu see him ever with General

<

14 r_  Yes, sir. Onze 1 knew that ne workxed fcr her, then I
15 saw them more often. I made the association, I guess--1it seemed
16 rmore sutomatically--I noticed it more often. Like when General

17 Fas- came out with Congressman Atkins [phonetic] and his

18 ccngressional delegation. He anc—:and the
19 senior British civil:ian in the theater. _was

20 fazirly new to the theater. —h-s was .h November, and they were

21 coming out to Abu Ghraib ﬁcr-—and the

22 congressiona. delegation and the British guy--to have a look at

23  the +4nterrogacion operaticns and walk the prison grounds.’
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The congressional delegations that came in there

weren't necessarily interested in our detention operations.

2
3 They want‘.ed to see Abu Ghraib, primarily. But she was bEr:efing
4 them--or they were taking a crief. So her aid called my aid the
5 ‘nigbht before and said, "General Fast is going to be out at Abﬁ
6 Gnhraib, and General Karpinsxi would like to come out and meét us
7 out there or gc out with us., she's more than welcome."
8 So,—‘was one of the new assistant
9 Ambassadors to--I don't xnow. They called them all Ambassadors,
10 put he was cne of the tharec tna:t were subordinate tc-
11 -abou: cne November -.meirame. It was going to be cne guy
12 for operations, cne guy Icr .cgisiics and something else, &and
13 tne other guy fcr constructicnh Cr whatever. So—
14 rac a particular interest 1N cCming out to Abu Ghraik teo sece
15 -hat whcle operaticr and the logistics and everything. So, when
16 I got there, she wasn't there, yet, but they arrived rignt
17 behind us. —wenc right out to her vehicle. So 1
18 just made that automatic connection that, You know, obvicusly he
19 has some important news tc Sive her Cr something. He brought
20 rthat whole delegation inside, put them 12 the briefing rocm--.
21 Colonel Pappas stood up to give tne briefing ard the:n General
22 Fas:. told him to sit down and—would brief
23  initiallv and he could talk about the interrogation operation
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when they got over to the ICE facility. Eu-'as

2 with her most of that time. That was November--November 23, .
3  think it was. That's ore of the few itineraries that I actually
4  have.
5 RC: Was that hefore the shooting or after the shooting?
6 WIT:. Ok, after. Tha: was long after tnhe shooting.
7  November. The shooting toox place, I zhink----
8 RC: The 24‘“ of November.
9 WIT: Oh, it was?
10 RC: Yes, ma'am.
B! WI7T: The handgur ir tne celldlock?
12 RZ: Yes, ma'am. !
13 WI™: We.l, this was--I car l1ook at tre itinerary--but it
14 {vas—-lt must have been pefore. They didn't talk about the
15 handgﬁn at tre briefing. An—was back. He
16 was more relaxed, put he nmadn't erhanced his skills at brieflhg.
|7 o. You rad discussec earlier aboutr the review boards and
18 the different review boards that existed, and one of those that
19 existed»was the detainee review poard for security holds?
iO “A. Right.
21 Q. You were a memper cf that board?
22 A. I was. Yes.
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1 Q. And,

as I urderstend it,

the other two members were

2 General Fast and- 1s that accurate?

3 A. Yes, sir. It 1is.
4 Q.
5 A It was to review the

6 they've been nominated for poss;ble‘release.

7 review the

8 recommencation. General Fasct

9 she cculd overrule us cr snhe

Could you tell me the missicn of that review poard?

siles of security detainees once

Then we would

file--there wasn't very much 1n the file--and make &
was —he President of the Bocard and

could agree with us--or, if we

10 disagreed, she could nave overruled us on that too. I mearn, she
11 had —he firal say

12 0. Was there written Tu.es cf this--you know, is there

13 -usz, "Here it is."--You ITuUST descrikbed tne way it worxed. Was
14 there some SOP or memcrandum -nz- documented that that's ~he way
15 it worked?

16 A. No, sir.

17 Q. But that's the way : worked?

18 A. That's the way it wérked.

10 Q. To your recolliection, cereral Fast had the ultimate

20 .decision-making authority Zor those cetainee review boards?

21 L. Yes, sir. She did.‘

ACLU-RDI 659 p.110

AG0000110

DOD 000198



Q. Wher did they begin? When'did you actually started

2 sitting cn those boards?
3 A. Actually, the review bcards were fashicned afrer the
4 Iragi criminal release becards that I was running at General
¢ sanchez's request. So when they formed the Security Detainee
6 Release board, General Fas: said she didn't want to te the
7 single person tc review and release these people--she would
§ prefer a panel. That's how tne poard was formed. We rad the
9 first relezses, prcbably, ..n October.
10 Q. How long--it went Irom Cctober until when? When was
Il “rhe .asT one thatl yo. were sLILing on?
12 ‘A. The dzy before the--cr a ccuple cf days before the
13 cransfer cf a@:hority, we were sti.l sitting on those bcards, I
14 believe
13 0. Which would ha&e ceen--?
16 A. The.end of January.i
17 C. 2nd how cften did thcse boards meet?
18 A. 1Initially, they met twice a week. And initially they
19 were painful because they were hcurs. Most of the people that
720 were recommended and their files became pefore the board, 1if we
2] reviewed, say on one day, because we'd meet for four or five cr
22  move hours, and we would see wnat was in there--Like I said, the
23 files weren't very complete. Sometimes they had a picture that
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1 said what they ere arrested¢ Zor. So if we reviewed forty,

[ £

probably 30 of them were never released--and that's high--maybe
3 35 were not released. It was & very small percentage. It was
4 "releasaphobia." vGeneral Fast did not wan:t her--and I don't

5 blame her--I mean, she didn't want to put her signature on a

6 release recommendation of :hé next high jacker.

7 5. When one of the files would come in front of you with
8 limitecd information: this person was arrested at such and such
9 a peoint in -ime ancd alleged to nave had a weapon in their

10 possession, or some such a-iecaticn, little more than that was
11 in zZhe file?

12 4. well, fcr the security detainees it said they were a
13 suspected associate cf Szdaar anc was arrestecd in a car with

14 weapcns in the trunkAand -nree cther penple in the vehicle were
15 known associates of Sadaam. So it was more than just a small
16 =-nfraction. .They were shocting at a coalition checkpoint and
17 when they were s:zcpped, they found RFGs in the trunk.

18 We'l, zhat example would say toc me, non-releasable.

Q

19 A. Well, actually, wnat :hey-would do is--I have to give
20 credit o the pecple that review ~hem: the interrogation teams,
21  the CIC, and the arresting division--that was very, very

22 :mportan:t to the decision. They would cross-match, like if

23 there was an RPG attack tha:t night and then this car was stopped
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and there were RPGs in the «runk, then it was not likely that

2 they were going to be released. But if it was RPGs and the guy
3 :haﬁ we were reviewing made a claim, very quickly wnen he was
4 arrested,‘:hat he was trying to turn them in tO one of the
§ amrnasty boxes Or tfying to get fifty dollars or whatever. But
6 those same individuals could have peen held fof months, even-
7 though they were :rying rc do the right thing. So, upon
§ ircerrogation, they would discover that that was sincere. This
9 guy could take them to the point where he coliected them, was
10 taxing them TO an amnesiy DZOX, Was trying to make a hundred
11 bucks or fifty bucks or someining. Byt we'd hold them for
12 montns wa:iting for that reccrd to get tc the release board.
13 Very ofter what would nappen, especially in thact first--I'd say
14 <the first month or Six weaks when we were reviewing the records,
15 very of:zern what would happen is Gereral Fast would look at the
16 recordé and--I can site one examcle that might be an exception,
i7 buT no: Sc much in those initial weeks: "His middle name 1s
I8 OsaTe. He might kxnow Osama Bir Lagen. Puc him back 1in box."
19 and no:t in an interrogation cr'military intelligence mindset,
20 you say, "Well, we just rade anotner enemy." Because of his
21 name? Name association doesn't -ecessarily work in the miadle
27 east, because everybody's got a middle name of Osama. And the
23 MI pecrle who reviewed the recoras beforg they even came to the-
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|  board would almost plead with her in some cases that--"I'm

telling you, ma'am, this guy nas no more value. We've drained

o

3 everytninglwe could from him. We've had him for fecur months .

4 This i1s a releaseione;" Sorezimes they lost.

5 - Q. Can you explain to me the dynamics of how that worked?

6 Because as you're explaining it, 1if I was cn the board, I'd Be

7 arguing with General Fas-. So, te.l me about the arguments that

8 you, then, would have General Fast to try to get these peorle

9 released, as I describe 1T,
10 A. Well, I--like I sa:d, I always deferred rto her if it

11 were--:r most cases, if she hacd a sound direction. She would

12 say =o the MI peorle with tThe &t rrogation folder--she'd say,
13 "pull out the £ile. 1 car cee some kind of a tattoo in this
14 photograph. Tell me what they found out about the tattco.”

15 We.l, if they pulled out the interrosation record and found out
6 +that that particular tattoc was never exploited, she'd say put
17  hir back in the box. So, 1'd say, maybe there's something

18 there; maybe he :attqoed himeelf in prison--I never said that to
19 her, put 1 thought, you xnow, she's gct & pretty sharp eye.

20 RC: ' There was a reascn wny some pecple were tattooed that

21 "resembled they were part cf an crganization. I don't know 1if

22 you krnew that back therm.
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1 WIT: Yes. Faydayeeﬁ. All of them. But the fact that the

interrogators didn't pick up on it or didn't record it zn the

|10 ]

3 interrcgation record was--that was an interrogation probiem.

4 Bu- when none of us saw that and she did, you know--and I think
5 she wes hopeful that under interrogaticn or in the interrcgaticn
6 file there would be a reccrd that they haa seen the tattco or

7 whatever. Sc, "Put him bacxk in the box. I want to know what

§ his aff:iliat-.on 'ls because cof that tatteco."

9 Q. And wnat abcut_ Was he of the similar
10 mincdser as you relative Ic nct challenging General Fasc?

11 Secause that's what I'm getz:nz frem this 1s you just weren':c
12 cnallencinc General Fasct.

13 , A. S:r, itz wasn't that I wasn't éhallenging ner. We had

14 an opinion on everyone c¢f us, and we could speak cpenly. She

15 didn'tc ever communicate to me, or certainly not tc-
16 -a: least not in my observation that, you know, "You guys

17 don't know what vou're talking about." We were all entitled to
18 cp.nion. It was her signature, thougr, tha; was or. that release
19 reccmmenda-ion. So, we beczme--afzer the progress started tC
20 become a little bit better--a li:ttle bit smocther, then we were
21 likely to speak up, because we were rellébly riagnt. Tren one

22  -ime they said they wanted to use some cf these people as

23 sources. That we were goinc =—c release them, but they were
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1 going to be released to task force and they were going to be
2 used as sources. So it kind of flourished as the system got
3  more de{'eloped. —was kind cf interesting. We'c
4 review the file and it didn':t like there was anything there,

whether there was a phctograph or not or the unusual

in

6 c-rcumstance wi.th the te=tco--it just didn't loock like there wes

7 anything there, and then General Fast would say, "I don't know

9 Occasicnaliy, we'd cojec:t. Eiu:_had a

10 thermomerer--an avtomz-ic thermcmeter for the direction that

8 1f T lixe the way this guy looks. Put him back :n the box."

ast was going and the temperature cf the water. If she

12 presented any kind of an arcument, he would back down

13 mmediately and say, "You're richt, ma'am. You're right.”

14 2. 8o he wasn's putting up much of a----7

15 E. No.

16 0. So why have & board?

17 WIT: Why have a bcard?

18 CC: Yeah. I mean, at this board there's a general officer

19 <there that's, the way I hear i:t, she's calling all cf the shots.
20 WIT: Right.
21 D2: And we've gct ancther general cificer, of lesser rank,

22  bu:c znother genera. officer, and z colcnel who's the chief legal

23  advisor tc the commanding general.
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1 " Q. Why have a board?

[2S)

A.- I1'll tell you why they had- a board, sir. Because :in

3 the few cases--sma.lest percentage of the cases where we

4 releasecd them, she wanted concurrence or other people's opinions
S5 tc fall back on. 3But more than that, it was a reguirement under
6 Geneva/Hague, that when rr:isoners are held, they're entitléd efe
7 know their charges, every six montns you review their cases, and
8 you don't necessarily have to give them legal advice again, but

9 tha:t's the Geneva/Zague recu:rement. So—is the

10 one who pusted for some k:ncd of boards to be taking place. And

11 tney were specifically under cur control, U.S. control, and
12 would remain under U.S. conixol, ec they wanted to do every:hing
I3 they zould to be in compliance with tha:t six-month review.

Well -t sounds like the letter of zhe law rather than

IS
©

15 the intent of the law.

106 A. Right. It was a lot of time spent for little resulrts.
17 DO: We've spoken to—and asked her guestions
18 relative to the release bocards, and she's provided us wiz

19 statistices that show, according to ner repcrts that she's

20 prcvaded, that between whern the boards were first set up in

21 October and, 1 believe the timeframe was .n--January, where they

tnls transition to a lower ranking courz, that, in fact, of

2
(]
jog
o]

o

5]
LS
Y

[
bt

©Z those that were reviewed, seventy-three percent were
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1 released. That's significantly different from wha:t you have
2 . tolcd us today.
3 WIT: I don't believe that statistic, sir.
4 Q. Do ycu have records to show how many people were
-5 reviewed and how many pecplg of those that were reviewed
6 actually were released?

7 A. Personally, I dorn't have the reccrds, but I know tha:t

9 kept the list cf the reccrds we were going to review for each

13 board, and the markings tc zthe side: ‘“"release, release,

1! re_ease."

12 C. Vhere would those reccrds be now?

13 A. Ur on Unlondale, [ pel:eve. They were in the connex in

14 . ship, bur the ccnnexes havs arrived.
15 Q. I'm sorry. Can we have his name again?

17 is with the 800" anymore. 3ut his files would be there for

18 sure._is the----

19 Q. So whoever is tnhne SAG3, now, at the 800 should have
20. those records?

21 A. Right. They were bcth with me in Baghdad.

22 DO: Because it is something we're obviously interesied in.

23  We've heard a lot of peorle being reviewed, not very many people
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1 getting out. Then we hear a lot of people getting reviewed, a

tJ

lot of people getting out: seventy-three percent.

3 Q. So, you know, as inves-igators, we're--where are the

4 records?

5 DC: Opviously somebody's wrong.
0 CO: Somebody's wrong here. Yeah.
7 _ W-T: We.l, the boards that I sat on, like I said, if we

8 reviewed forty, we wouldn't release ten. Now, scmetimes the
9 recommendazion was "no:t release; put him tack in the box," and
10 maykte that person was uglzimatzely released, but it didn't come
11 before tre board again. I Just went to her. And there was

nificantly mcre numbers in December and January than there

N]
0
oy

o]

13 nad beern prior.

14 0. In what month was that?
15 A. Ir December ané January. So i you roll uvp all of the-
16 -seven:y-three percent? I don': peiieve iz. I don't believe

17 that--we didn't release fifty percent by the end of the--when I
18 1lef: in January, theater-wide, we had almos: fourteen thousand

19 praisoners.

20 DO: the's not referring to the numbers of prisoners. Arg
21 we rave to make sure we have the distinction clear in mind,
22 here. 1It's not the numters of people that were coming in; it's

23  only those numbers that the board was reviewing. Of course, I
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2  about, but however many--it's the same board that you sat on.

3 However mény that you and she and‘reviewed:

4 that's the numbef that she's specifically referring to and

5 .specifically has records that indicate----

6 WIT: Seventy-three percent were released?

7 DO: Yes.

8 WIT: There's no way.

9 DO: Okay. Well, we'd like to find, and we will, look af
10 those records that the §2C%" -was to see wnat we can come up with.
11 T- ig an-.aree of interes: To us, cbviously.

12 WIT:. Our populatzion of security detainees out at Abu

13  Ghraitb staved so sﬁeady ir :-creass--I just don't know where

14 they were releasin' them. Now, I know that after we left----

15 70: Because they were still releas:ing less than they were
16 bringinc :in.

17 WIT: Many more bringing in.

18 CO: Well, the numbers speak for .themse.ives. But we

19 weren't referring to the populaticn growth. We had covered that
20 ear.ier. At this point, we're talking abou: the efficiencies of
21 "the release board, wnich i1s an area of concern and one that we
22 have ‘a2 discrepancy in.
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1 WIT: I will tell you that in an effort to get more peorle
2 recommended before the board, they increased the--this pre-

3 review review board made ur of CID, MP, MI, the divisions--they
4 were reviewing a lot more and we were getting more IO the board,

but we weren't recommending the release of more. And, when

o

6 Ambassador Bremer, arcund Ramadan or December timeframe, he saic
7 that —hey were going tc pe releasing .500 prisoners over —~he next

8 mon=~: 100 a week and ther a:t the end, it would be a bigger--

r. addition to the :100. He said,

m
'™

9 whatever tne balarnce wa

10 starting "-his" Friday cr Thursday, "We're going to release the

12 Well, we didn': have 100 ready from the release board..
13 Seneral Fast czlled me and said, "We have to release some

14 prisoners.”

15 | I said, "We have =cme criminals that have been approvgd
16 for release."

17 She said, "Any priscners will due." Because the media

18 was going to cover 1it, so they were all out at Abu Ghraibp.

19 ;: was a near rict ou: cthere cutsicde the wall with the
ﬂf med:ia -and family members. Tney thought that all 300 priscners--
21 thousands of prisoners' families were out there and the media

23 [phonetic] were akle to come up with B3 criminals that were
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1 already arproved for release. They put them orn a couple of

buses ard the buses left, so0 the media fo.lowed them. It was

£

(=3

3 1like = éarade. It was unpel:evable how many people were out

4 there. No: one of them was a security detainee. The next

5 month--the next week, we didn't relgase any, because we had ne
6 more to release and they didn't have any security detainees tc
7 release. So, I don't know wnere sre's getting these numbers

8 from or where they were releas:ng them from, but if I was the

9 one holding them at my fac:il:.ty, they weren't being released
10 from u Ghrailb.
11 DC: ©Oxay. Well, we'll see what--we need to get those

i

12  records from -he 800" Mds zrnd we'll contact them and get those
13 rsccrds.

14 RC: I have a guest:>on, ma'am, reference the release board.
15 The wvoting proce'dures and now--you know, whenever you saw a

16 £f£ile. How did the vectiinc ccocur?

17 7. e reviewed iz, she said, "Ckay, let's vote on this."
18 '3 vcte for release. —votes fbl‘ release. She
19 votes for reiease or for hclé. If chey voted for hold--on ore
20 or two occasions, we did convince her, but Lt was a rare

21 exception. But it was jus: release or nold open voting. She

22 signed a paper.
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1 RC: So was it a consensus that they were all yes, release

2 o6r no, release?

3 WIT: It had to be ar agreement tc release them.

4 RC: So all three hac =c vote the same?

S WIT: Right.

6 DC: But that's only for release.

7 WIT: For nold, we could recommend release and she could

& override us.

9 RC. So now of-en did tha: happen where she overrode? ,
10 WIT: Often. Espec:a.ly :n =ne first four weeks of the

11 process. She was lookirg at 1t Irom a responsibility

12 perspective. If anybody hac & guestion when the recormendation

13 go: to SENTCOM, they cal.ed ner back. They didn't call me, they

I« didnc éall— thev didn't ask us to get together
and review the file again: :bey called her.

16 Q. Major General Muller and nis visit--when was the first
17 time that you met Major Generél Miller an country there in Irag
18 that you recall?

19 A. Whenever he visited Irag, at the in brief--that was the

20 firet time I had----
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1 : Q. So that would have been--he first arrived in the latter

part of August. He was there the last week o August, the Ifirs:

28]

3 week of September. Is that when you--?

4 a. R:ight. That was the first time I ever met him.

35 Q. - And were voli at Victory when you met him or did you
6 meet him at Abu Ghraib?

7 A. No. I met him at Victory.

8 C. And what did he tell you his mission was when he

9 appeared there in Irag?

10 2y He cave an in brieZ. I really don't know iZ thaz was
11 -he f:rst day he was thers cr :f that was the day of the in
12 orief, bu:r it was very close to :tre beginning of his trip. He

13 said tha:t he was there 1o help with the interrogation effort to
14 See wha:- re could do tc help Barbara Fast improve the

15 -ncerrogations and the resulting actionable intelligence--he

16 made his owr invented exgressiorn. And he said he was going to
17 take 2 look at our different prison facilities.

18 He krew for sﬁre he was go.ng up to =he MEK, he was

16 gcing up to Abu CGhraib, might go cown to Bucca, he was going to

20 go down tc Cropper--unless it wasn't necessary. If they found
21 someplace early on tha: served the furpose. I said--I1 made a
12 comment about the MEK compouncd. But that was outside of
23  Baghcdad, that that was ectually the property of the people who
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1 we were securing up there, and there would be a lonc discussicn
2 about pﬁtting any kind of Guantanaho Bay type of an operation up
3 there.

4 Other people were kind of interjecting or asking

5 questions during these 1in priefs, so I just made a couple of

6 points tne same way. And 1t +akes a little bit of time to

7 understand the MEK mission, and i1f he didn't need to know that

8§ and ne wasn't going to use that facility--I was actually trying
9 to discourage him, I sﬁppose, 2ur it was under U.S. coniro., SO
10 -ha:c was an advantage unlixe some of the cother facilities. He
11 said they would see; they were going to visit them. I asked 1if
17  he was there to -ake a .cox at detention cperations. He said,
13 "No, but if we're look:ing a:t de:e;:icn facilities, then I have a
14 lct of pecople that do tha:t k:iad of work in ~heir civilian job,"
15 and he pcointed out a coucle of people on the team and he said

16 tnat they might make recommendations. Ke said that they woula
17 work.w1th the i1nterrogaters. It was Klnd'of like a generac

18 brief. It was clear, tc me, curing that in brief, that he was
19 really there to work with the'C—z. But you couldn't do any of
20 those--you couldn't setup an operation anywhere in the existing
21 facility, because they all belonz to me. So that's why they
22  included us in the in brief. And ne made a comment about--one
23 of the 1nterrogé:ors asked the gquestion abcut what made
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Guantanamo Bay so different--or so good that they were going to

import those techniques. He said that it was the plan TO

3 wGITMOize" the operation. That they had developed techniques
4 and they had so much success in Guantanamo Bay that they were
§ “asked to come in and appiy those technigues énd teach
f interrogation teams how toO apply those technigues.
7 and I said, "Sir, I was down in Guantanamo Bay very
8 quickly, but I do know that +he situation in Guantanamo Bay Is
6 wvastly different than the gi:uatlon here in Irag. All of ourv
10 facilitaies are rou:inely artzcked. Contrary to wise judgment,
B! you den't run a detention operation in the middle of a hostile
12 firestone, which is what R>ou Ghrazib is right now." And he said,
13 you know, that they would maxe the determination and it really
14 wasrn't s0O ﬁuch differen:: T mean, 1 see completely differént—;
15 black and white differences betweern Guantanamo Bay and--but I
16 =hought, you know, when you drive around Irag a litzle bit and
17 you can see and you can feel and you can sense the tension,
18 you'll understand that 1t's diflerent here.
19 And another interrcgatcr ‘asked him ébcut zhe--1 don't
20 remember'the exacT guesticn, Lul 1t was scmething abcut
21 main;aining con=ro.. And it m:gh:t have been the subsequent
22 queé:ion to my comment that ir Guantanamo E2ay they 800 MPs to
23 cguard 640 prisoners, and I had--at Abu Ghrailk, I had 300 MPs to
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[S]

guard more than 7,000 prisoners. Then he said, "You have to

have full ccntrol, and the MPs at Guantanamc 3ay know what--trey

3  know what that means. A detainee never leaves the cell iI he's
4 not escorted by two MPs :ir. leg irons, and hand irons, ané a
S belly ch.a*;h. And trere was no mistake asout who's in charge.
0 And you have to trea:t these detainees like dogs. If you treat
7 them any d;ffer.eln:ly and tnev get the idea that they're maxing a
8 decision cr they're irn cha.rge, you've lost control of your
9 interrogstion.” |
10 Q. Was tha:t a quote? Did he specifically say to treat
Il <hem l.ke cogs?
12 A. Absclutely.
13 0. Ancé who else was present at that time when he made that
I4  statementz?
13 A. Everybody that was in trat in brief.
16 2. Can you give me some names?
17 A. Gerneral Fast, Colcrel Papras, maybe_d
18 believ-was nere, and I--he was there when |
19v Seneral Boikan [phonetic} was thers. I den't really remember if
20 he was there whern General !\‘.il‘le: was in briefing. There were a
2] couple of people in civiliarn clcthes that were interpreters--1]
22 thouAg.ht that they were interpreters. Now I don't know if they
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] were interpreters Or interrcgators. —might have

2  been there. And then--he had the people that were on his team.
3 Q.i When was the nexc zime that you had any cenversations
4 directly with General Miller?

5. A. éur paths crossed a ccuple cf -imes, but it was never--
6 I mean he was always in the middle ci doing something at oné of

7 the facilizies. I saw him cver at Cropper and he was on the

8§ ctail end of his visit chere. He said, "Hey, isn't Task Fcrce

§ 12° arcund here? I want tc go over there."

10 7 said, "You usua..v have o call ahead.”

11 He said, "No. I'm not going to call ahead. TI'm just
12 go:ng zo over there." Anc we d:c.  He said, "Come with me,

13 bgcause vour cariver must brow where 1t is." So he fcllowed, he
14 gor out, and they wouldr't let nam 1n. .The guy--the NCO at the

15 checkpoint said--you know he ~alled--and they turned himr away.
16 Bu:t that really wasn't a ccnversatlon.

17 And then :© saw him when ne was getting ready to leave,
18 anc he asked me and my command sergeant major and my Ops guy o
19 come over fcr an cut brieZ. We went over to Viciory for the

20 JVB---re visitor's bureav, and there's a conference room in

21 there with a long table.----
22 DoD: I've been there.
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] A. ----Okay. So, you know how that's configured. He was

seated.on the side by the fireplace with his back to the

9

3 fireplace, and there was rhree places set right across from n:iw
4 with a pad and & pen OT something. So we sat down, and I

5 remember thinking then, wher, I sat down, "Ws lcok like we're

¢ outnumbered." But I didn't get any sense that this was going to
7 be bad news OI confrontaziona. or anything. So, he said, "Okay.

§ wWe finishec our tour and we've seen a lot of your facilities.

9 want ycu to give me Abu Gnraik.

10 - said, "Sir, Abu Ghrair is not mine to give you."
11 _ and he----
12 C. Wna:t did he mearn Dy Qive -t to him? What was his

13 _mlss;on_:nat he wanted 1tT7

14 A. I aidn't ask nim, but : -roughz, vou know, in

15 connection of what he had been looking at and what he nad been
16 saying-about interrogaticn and "GITMOizing" everything, that he

17 wanc-ed Abu Ghraib tc Guantanamo Bay, Irag.

18 Q. Was he going to stay o- as an assigned officer there?
19 4. I had no i1dea. I mean, he had no authority--well, I
2 shouldn':c say that, because he -0ld me that he had the

21  author:ty. But what he said was, W7 want you =0 give me Abu

22 Ghraib."

23 Lnd I said, "Rbu Ghralp 1s not mine to give you, sir."
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1 ind before I could say another word, he said, "Okay.

2 Everybody out. Out. 1 want to talk to the general." And

almos= 1in unison, his whole team stood up, as if =zhis had been

(V%)

4 oplanned. And my guys----

5 Q. About how many--we have a 1ijet of all the members of

6 nis ceam, but about how many peorle were there?

P

7 5z Sixteern, eighteern, twenty. Their whole side of the

§ <table and wal. huggers.

9 o) That many? And ycu--wi:h you was your sergeant major?
10 A. And my ops officer.

11 ¢. Just the three cf vou? You and two others.

12 A R.ght So they goT up. 1 said, "Go aheaa." They were
13 2 litt.e bic concerned, ySu Know.

14 So ne closed the door and he said to me, "Look, we can

135 do =his my way or we Tan do -his tne hard way."

16 I said, "Eir, I aen't know who tolc you I was going to
17 be difficult. I'm not being difflcul:f I'm telling you Abu
|8 Ghraib is not mine to give Lo You. vI don'= own it. We run tne
19 decention operatlons out tnere. 7+ belcngs te CPA. They're
20 . puzrting the money into refuiblshing iT. 1t's the only facility.

2] It was a difficult road to get O <his poinz."
22 - He said, "Rick Sanchez said I could nave whatever

23 facility I wanted, and I want Abu Ghraib."
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1 - 'r said, "Sir, if Ambassador Bremer tells me OF tells

the priscns people to give Yyou Abu Grraib, I am nct going to

t9

3 gtand in the way. What I'm telling you 1s I don't have the

4 authority to give 1t to ycu."

5 Ze said, "Look. We're going to run an. interrcgation

6 creration. We're going tc gec value out of these pecp-e that

7 .they're pringing in. We're going to be able to release mwore.

8 And that will make life betzer for everybody. And that's wnat

9 I'm going to do. And I'm going to Jo and brief Rick Sanchez ana
10 tell him that that's wnat I'm going to 4o.*

B! There was n=C reascning w.th him. here was no reason

or me to argue with hiv at all. He was or a mission. He tola

—
(3]
(&)

13 me he had permission from Sarcrez--General Sanchez.

14 ¢. And then what happened?

15 A. And he lefrt.

16 $. He left the countrv?

17 A. Ee took nis team, he went in and briefed General

18 Sanchez, and trhen lefc.

19 Q. And then lefr country?
20 A. Left the country.
21 2 What happened next? Since he left country, who was

22 then to take Abu Ghraib in his words? I mean, now did cthat all
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1 come about? What impact did his visit have relative to Abu
"2 Ghraib?

3 2. What happened was there was more accivity with

4 interrogations out there. Ané by more activity, I mean the

5 'Engineers-got zhere, they started constructing the "Wood."--Arnd

:

6 he szid to me, during one of the--it must have been during the
7 in br.ef, I said to him abou: our frustrations with getting
8§ un:forms and everything for priscners.

9 A-d he said, "It céoesn't make any difference. Funding

. 10 is nec:t an .ssue. I have a nundred and twenty-five million
11 dollars & vear, and I'm ccnna transfer the funds zc Colonel
12 Papras, anc he will take care ci tre reguiremencs.”
13 and I said, "S:r, we dsn't even rave cons:truction

14 underway TO accommodate.”
15 Ard he said, "We have connexes that we're going to
l6 brinc in, we'l: reconfigure them, and the engineers are already

17 on board with tznis. They know how to do it. I'll bring up the

18 Sea Bees from Guantanamo Bay.

o

19 I sa>d, "Sir, we can't even get train up from the

20 por:t to Baghdad successfully. HKow are you going td bEring all of

2] these connexes in? -'m just ccncerned that you're going to put

22 a plan together and you'rs nct going to De able to execute ig.”
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1 . He said, "I'll bring ‘'em in from Terkey and Ifrom

Jordan. We den't have to come Irom Kuwait from the pcri.”

9

3 Well, after he lelt--I mean, honestly, sir, 1t was

4 almos- laughable, but, you know, with a hundred and twenty-five
5 mi.lion dollars a year, i thougrnt maybe he could actuzlly do all
6 of these things he was planninc on doing.

7 Q. So did.you see anvy cf those changes after he lefrt?

8 A. Well, we saw the engineers were working fufiously on

9 -ha. wooden interrocgaticn facility.

10 G. Right, bu: that's not a major reconstruction project.
11 Talking three, mgybe fovr----

12 L Six rooms. Three on each siae of the hallway.

14 -sa;d that —hey needed this otrer building out at Abu

vo the ICE facility as General

1]
rt

13 Shraic because they needec o se

16 Miller =-old them to dc, and they wan-ed thas room--you were out

17 <there. You know wnere thelr ICE facility was?

18 DC: I don't know wnere 1t was. 1 know where it 1is now.

19 WIT: Where it is. That was the only place it ever was.

20 DO: DOh. okay.

21 WIT: They have like cubicles or rooms where they work on
22 coorainating the interrogation results and everything. Then the

23  interrogation facility "metal” started. The engineers went over
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-here and started to work or that. So there was a lot of work

t a--and more pecple started to show up. And

[2%]

geing on to make 1

3 tne pecple that started o show up were coming Irom either
4 Guantanamc Bay or from Bosnia oI from Afghanistan. Sc you gct
5 rthe sense that there was----
6 CC: Wnen vou say pecple, you mean--what kind of people?
7 Define “"people."
8 WIT Wwell, there were some military people that came In.
9 oC: They're not Iragis?
10 WIT No
11 BC: How dO you Know they were coming ¢rom Afghanistan and
12 Bosnia, me'am?
13 W-T: They said, ycu know----
14 RZ: "lhey" wno?
15 wTT: Trese pecple that were arriving there.
16 RZC: They were talking to yeow?
17 1IT: Yéah. Occaswona..y they'd come over and introduce
18 cthemselves and they'd say, "I Just arrived. I'm coming in £from
16 .Afghanistan,“ or, "I'm coming ur because Genera. M:ller sent me
20 up from Guantanamc Bay."
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1 DC: So when you mean [sic] "people," you mean they were

of the interrogation rrocess?

o
PtJ<
o
H
rt

3 WIT: Right. And I'll tell you, I never--I mean, if they
4 were military, some cZ them were in uniform: DCU. But some of

them didn't have any insignia on their collars and they

W

6 identified themselves as & special agent. Most cases they would

~1

say, "I'm in the military, cut I con't wear any insignia." And
8§ <-hne civilians that were there--C ~hought that they were all
Y interpreters, Dbecause interrogaticn teams need interpreters,

10 unless they're lucky enoudn o hzve a linguist that's an

11 irterrsgator toc. So, tne civilians that I saw arriving there,
12 7 —houghi, you Know----
13 BT: So the soldiers were .derz:ifying themselves as special

14 agents?

15 "WIT: Righ:z.

16 RC: Interrcgators con'cs iden-ify themselves as special

17 agents.

15 WIT: Oh, yeah. And they were .o the interrogaticn--in the
19 ICE facility, anad they were--and then there was also a--well,

70 tha- was in November, put & LRRSD team wenct out there--the

21 patctalion.

22 ~ DO: That comes alter we §O through the FRAGO, ana we'll
23 get to the FRAGO. Maybe shorzly we'll get to the FRAGO.

137

ACLU-RDI 659 p.135 AG0000135

DOD 000223



1 Q. So, General Miller leaves, and he leaves behind, as I

tJ

understand it, a report with Generazl Sanchez.

3 A. Ccrrect.
4 Q. Did you ever see that repoxt?
5 2. I did nct. We saw the recommendations from that report

6 in Decenber.

7 O. 1In December? He lefz in early Septemper. You didz't

8 see those. until December?

) L. Tecember. And we rever saw the whole report. What
10 C5TF7 did--and this was spe:i:’i:a;ly—
11 [phoneticl, wno was -re Provc Marsnal at that time: he

12 exzracced the two ;e:err.rr.enia::cns for changes to detention

13 operations. It had ncthing IO 4=~ with interrogation, but there
14 .were Twc commenis in “he reccrs, an_ [phonetic]
13 excracted them, sent them out To us, and asked for us to '
16 respond. We never saw the ‘whole report.

17 C. When you were with Genera. Miller while he was there in
18 councry during this visit, d:Z he ever ~alk to you about any of
19 the specific operationa. 1ssues at GITMO? Now, I'm not

20 feferrlng to the two MPs or every detainee. I'm talking ebcut
21 spec;flcélly what they used relative to interrcgation

22 technigues.

n
-
H

23 L. No,

ACLU-RDI 659 p.136 - | AG0000136
DOD 000224



1 Q. - Did ne ever mention to you the use of dogs at

2 Guantanamo?

3 A. No, sir.

4 0. How théy used them or nhow they didn't use them in
0 A. No, sir.

7 5. Any cZ those speciiic areas of interrogaticn

9 2. Ne, sir. The cnly reference he ever made to me was
10 that they were going to iderzify specific MPs that would be
11 doing--supporting the interrdsgat-cn esfort, specifically. I

127 said&, "Sir, they've never dcne thls. Our prisoners are not

13 moved with leg i1rons cr hand 1T70nS OY anything."

1a They said, "No. IT's not a problem. I'm leaving a CC
15 and prirced mater:al. Tne MI people are going to give them all
16 of thne :rainlng tha:t they need." That's what he told me.

17 0 Did you ever see tnat CD OX prarnzed material?

18 A No, sir

19 0. I think the term haS‘Deen used tha: General Miller said

20 tha: the MP®s were going to create tne environmern: for which
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1  interrogations would be conduc-ed or sometnhing tO that effecrt.

138

Do you remember him using anything to that effect?

3 A. He never even said--he may have used the expression

4 about enhancing the interrogation efifort, but I couldn't even

3 ‘swear to that. He said that they were going to give them

6 spéciflc training.

7 Q. But you never hac eny specific ccnversations about what
§ <chat actually meant, did ycu?

9 A. Nc, sar.

10 RZ: Ma'am, on renzioned that General Miller said they

11 were going -c -dercify specific MPs. What do you mean by

12 "spec.iic MPs suppcrzing”?

13 ' WIT. Trat that woulc be tnelr specific mission. That they
14  wouldn't be--you know th vouo get--like tne first sergeant will
15 =casked =c do. cn a guty rostéer, vcu know, force protectaon, you
16 know, 1n a Tcwer oY some-hing--that they were going to be just
17 specifically trained tc ao the interrogation supporct.

18 RC: So now MI. is now going toO tell you that they're going
19 to cc and cake MPs aside and cive zhem the tasks?

20 WwIT: Richt.

21 RC: So now MI is tasking MPs?
22 WIT: Well, I don't think that they'd be tasking them

23 directly. You know, if toe rasking had come down, it would have
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1 gone through—to provide these soldiers--tnese MPs tc

2 run detention operations 1in cellblock 1A and 1B.

3 This 1s just pure speculation on my part, but I wouid
4 imagine tha:_did not want new faces in there

5 every night. he wanted a ccnsistent roster of MPs.

6 RC- And this is the Aujust, Septenber timeframe?

7 wiT: Correct.

8 C. Di¢ you--when ycu'me: Major General Ryder, he came

9 afrer General Milier--when c=2 Seﬁeral Ryder ccme in to the

10 countrv to ac his----7

11 z. Az the end of Oc-crer--mavbe at the peginning of

12. Necvember, but he was “here .r. NCovember for sure.

13 o. And wnat wag the TiSS.Ch -hat he was given? Why was he

135 7Z.. He was d:irected tc come in ané do an assessment of
16  de-enticn operations. 5S¢, ©nce again, sorry to say this, but we
17 nad--wa2 hac lots of pecrle coming in doing assessments and

18 ncbody helping us.
19 1. And when Majcr Germera. R:iger srhcwed up to do his
20 assessment, did yeu talk tc hav abou: whose idea was this--1

21 mean, wnc gave him this mission?

22 2. He said that he was divected to dc this at Genera.
‘73 sanchez's request, bul Ine reguesc came throuch SENTCCM to do
141
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] tris, and he was going to lcok at all of our detention

operations and do an assessment. 1 do have to say, though, ir

to

General Ryder's defense, and, again, I don't need to defend oinm,

(%)

4 buz at least his team--some of the people stayecd to really help.

-

5. They c¢id roll up the.r s.eeves and ‘st down and take a look at

6 cranging regulatlons and 50Ps and things in writing and making
7  notes of now to 4o back -0 -ne school house and change ~hose

§ regulations and FMs for tra.n.n So, I mean, some cf them dad

[19]

¢ stay ionger thar they hnad expected to be there to help, and they
10 d:d help. EBut--ydou can now sympathize with General Ryder a

11 “:-->a k:.r, because I dig the LT ~rief fecr him, and I figured

12 =-rnic was SOLnRQG TO Le one cpporzuntty--and maybe the only

13 opportunity, LT Give rnem an .dea of what we were doing in the

|4 -nearer, and how far spreac we were, new missions everyday, that

15 kind of thing. So, I think I - ock about two hours of his time.
16 ZLnc he haé a full team there with =im. Tnere must hzve been

yvou know, they went out to

7y
18]
i
i
W
N
0

17  about fcroy pecple with
18 tne four corners of lrag. Eut, : sh.nk I was mostly

19 disazrpcinted, because sSoTe€ cf che pecple trnat were from the MP

20 scnhool were nct open to: "This 1S a new mission. This is
21 sometrhing we've never aone pefore. And ycu neec to write a new
22  book." They were still Ins.silng on -aking a square peg, that

being the 800t MP =Zrigade, and forcing 1T 1ntO this round-hole

8]
(V2
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mission. 1 had one cf them--a major said to me, "Ma'am, don't

1
2 worry, I'm going to rake care of everything. We're going tc ao
3  bpack and say that you really should do EPW, TR, and terroris:
4 detention.”
5 T said, "You are kidding me." I said, "Lonk, how about
6 this: 1f you make every MP Erigade trained and capable in every
7  missicn ani tchen when you have to form a task force you reach in
8 and vou don't have to say. 'Can they do combat suppcrt? Can
9 they Cco detenticn opera:;bns?' You know, make us multi-
10 dimensiona., because that's what we're doing here anyway. 5o
11 rather than learn 1t on zne Ily. You might as well change the
12 dectrime and make everypoly capaczle in all of those fields."
13 He sz1¢, "Oh, me'am, we'll be rewriting doctrine for a
14 ~onc Time.’
15 I said, "Well, nc petier time rhan now to get started.”
16 5. Did they give--the General Ryder group and nis ulzimate
17 repcrc, was tha:t nelpful o you? “ow would you categorize the
18 General Ryder visit and the result of his visit?
19 A. well, sir--I mean, he's Provo Marshal of the Army. He
20  hnas a teamr of experts in every one of the disciplines. But it
21 was nc: scmethang that anybody hacd ever seen befcre. Securing
22 the MIK--how do you resolve that? These were sucn unigue
23 missions--mayDe not even apgropriate for military pelice. But,
143
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2
3  underszood that, so there wasn'- that strong learning curve :ha;
4 we were subjecting everybocdy else to. and his opinion countec.
S His rep&rt would have beern extremely helpful if we had had 1t as
6 soor as he left cr soon after, and we didn't get his until |
7  months after either.
8 Q. Vhen -did you get his report?
9 ;. sSher:tly after we got the two bullet comments from the
10 ™Miller repor:t. Then we got wost of the report--the Ryder
1] repcrt. We cidn't get sne comp.ete repor: until January.
12 - oxay Sc around January?
13 A Riant
14 ~.  and, cf course, 2 lct hac occurred relative t Abu
15 Grraip z-¢é I'm sure o:ther places irn that interim time?
16 A. VYes, sir.
17 C. The command of Aru Ghraipb rnad a forward operating base,
18 and we had briefly discussed th:is earlier in this 1nterview.
19 Jnen -he prison firs: cpeneag and -here was only one unit there,
20 the 727%, .« was clear thaz that's who was 1in charge of Abu
21  Ghraib. :orre::?
22 -A. Right.
144
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t9

~J

Q. Then the 72™--then a
military police, the 320%0?
z. The 400%" was their first

pattalion, but that was briel.

0. And they, the 727, art

battalion is sent

fi1rst repcrted was a vnit nf

frcem the

headquarters—-:heir firs:

che

4002

A Cecrrecc

o) 2uc, then, as I understand it, when the 320%F showed up,
i- was & change 1n the replriind relationshap when the 72n¢
became & subordinate element oI Ine 320°°

L. VYes, sir.

0. S5 when the 3207 showed Jp,—

—he was tne senicr cii:

A Ves, sS1r.

Q. Ané was he, then,

cperatinZ base ccmmander”

1n vour CEinion,

Correct?

the forwara

.. He was the Rbu Ghrair commangasezr Yes, sir
@, Ané at what point 1n Time diZ —he Abu Ghraib commander
change?
2. The commander chanced when tne FRAGC was cut and
Abu Chraib. That was

—became ~he ccrmmander of

~Th

about the 15
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1 C. You mean Colonel Papras?

tJ

A. Colcnel Pappas.
3 Q. So on 15 Novembey, C3TF7, Gereral 3anchez,
4 specifically, ordered the FRAGC to be issued, changing the FOB

6 Is tnat right?

7 2. Correcrt.

8 Q. Did you read that FRAGO when it came out?

9 A No,‘sir I gidn'c

10 e nDid anybody--member CI YOI staff read that FRAGO when
11 hid firs:':ame out?

(B4

ney read it was like tTwo days

—
[§)
k&

No, sir. The firesr Time

13 af-er tne FRAGC was released

14 o. 5o about the 21%7

15 A. Right. About the 218

16 C. Dic¢ vou read it then?

17 B. I was jus:t comlﬁg pack to Bagndad. I was out of the

18 country for five days. So - jus: got back to Baghdad and I
19 think they told me the day af-er---he moraning after they saw the

20 FRAGO, they told me.
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[39)

wh

10

el

-

ACLU-RDI 659 p.145 AG0000145

0.  And what.did the FRAGO say to the best of your

recollection?

A. It said that effectaive immediately the operationa.l
control cf Abu Ghraib would pe--was redirected to the 205%F M
Brigade and further that ~he commander of the 205" MI Bragaae
would be dec.ared the FOB5 ccmmanger. That 's what it said.

C. Trere was verciage within that FRAGO that talks abcut

% phavaing responsibility rcor the FOB, Abu Ghraib, fer

h

fcrce protecticn ant security ~f detainees. Do you remember

“nat verciage?

Know —hat there was a mention ct

oz
=
O
1
0
o]
(L]
)
(]
h
[
n
\1}
[
bt
o

the FOR anc force proteciiln oh ~naz FRAGO.

C. Yean. My recclleczacr--of course, we can get that and
show it specifically toc ycu, ot mY recollection is "the 205" MI
origade Commander 1§ nhereby appointed FOB commander for force
pro-ecTiorn and security c% de-arnees." What did that constitute
ir ysur mind? Those limizing faczore cr those distinctive
sacters fcr force protect:ion angd security of decainees? What
did tnat mean in your ming?

A. Whern I reac the FRAGC, . rememper my initial reaction
was that now they're cuttinc a FRAGC and making h.m responsitle

for fcrce preotecticn, SC thal Jus sfies them sendlng out extra
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| units that we have beer asking IOT months for anc never gottern. -

to

-Anc that Mil.er got whaz he wanted.

General Miller

tLs
(@

1.
LY

General Miller gct wnat he wanted.

That'sS wnat was o Youl mind?

1
<)

< what he wanted

[N

0 L. Trat was inomy ~:n7, that Abu Ghraib

rt
€.

na

™

5 C. Z:wan't yeu BT any ~1s-inccive facters on--that

Y & L.miLoinz Statement 1T ThesE -rz- it said "force prcTection and

sracement 10

1)}
]
0
{
'
Ve
"
b
o]
b}
o1
[\
b
W
m
11}
m
N
4]
t
[ 9]
1
ja
[T}
<
()]
Al
o3
fo!]
re

Ja  Zday cor two, YSu know, & ccozLwe of days, and I saié, "wWhere's .

:;
<
0
[
o]
6]
n
0
r
[
mn
3
m
v
[
U!
0
[
o1
[
]
'ri
o3
[
[R)]
3
"
o
v
52
8}
L]
™)
i
g
1]
ot
w
A
s
o
Q
v
+
'
0
rh

16 nig Tame
17 Ee said, "Hey. mz a7, 'V Zlal Yocu mentionec 1it,

his guidance

.

18 pecause Ccionel Pappas sail Lof imTeypretatichoan

21 irnterprezation was that ne cwne -—ne wnole thang?

Right. Anc tha: ne 20T chat guidance from General

1
t
b

23 rFast. And when I talkez It ~siore. Pappas, . asked him how was

148,
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| e liking detention operations, and he said, "You know,—

—is really being very patient with me. He's teachinc

3  me more abou:t detention OLerations than I ever thought I'd wan:

[

to

4 to Xnow."

5 C. Trat's wnat Colone. Pappas said?

6 A. That's wnat Colone. rappas said.

7 nnd I said, “"Look, I dorn't think 1t's necessary," or,

8 "are we going to change," Dbu: -here was a guestion either stazed
G or implied, "are we going IO znange the rating for these guys?’
10  Because razner than glve Tner.& raTting and then go through te
11 wncle trning again when the as -eave, I chink it's just better 1f

12 we lezve .7 Tne way 1L i€

13 Ss me said, "I'w not worraed about the admin;s:ra:ive
14 porziorn. II you want To COntinug O rate him--1f there's a

15 prcblem, I'll certainly let yoo kmow." You know, that kind of
L6 conversation. GSo we left 1t &s T was.

17 oC: S1r- could she ses -he FRAGC crder?

18 DC: Sure.

19 DZ:. She's making comments on SOMEINning —nat she's saying

21 [Tne depos:ition recessed at 1738, 18 July 2004.:
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1 (The deposition was callea to order at 1756, 18 Culy 2004.]

2 Questions by the deposition officer (continued) :
3 2. You have now reviewec che specific FRAGO?

(¥q]
KO
U
(@]
M
(1))
ot
g
m
ot
~
1]
th
"
]
n
o)

your recollection relative to what

6 was in your mind when you read that back when you were deplovyed?

~1

I- doesn't change 1T. < recalled it as being--befcre

hed
v

§ Colcne. Pappas.was FTRAGOec :C de tnis, I tried to bring somebody
9 Howr there to establish & base--=2 clanner cell and kind of serve

10 as cne FCB commander IZcr gettiing ~his tning organized Since b

11 was declared an endurinc Iarp. rrd I asked General Wodjakcwsk:
12 inr an O-€ T2 run Ay Gnrelil as toe FOR ccocmmandey, pecause--

13 werkaing wath Cclcnel Pappas anc o€ didn't want to give us people
19 " -c do the force prctectiln pLteCE and -haz kind of thing. He

15 sa-4, "I dcn't have anypcly I Give ¥O "

16 2ns T said, "I can'c keep Zrilling into my brigcace It

~her cut Tnere.”

r

17 =ake people and pu
18 So T wasn't completely surprised by chis. But when I

-

19 saw the wcrd "TACON" :n there, I asked Colcnel Pappas acout :
70 snd ne sa:d that he had a ‘guesticn about iz himself, and the

71 reason they weren't assigned tC nim, the units out there, 1is

77 because we were not assigned tc CJTF7.  But 1t was his
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control—-tac:ical

conTrol

said TACON, you thought he hacd

| understanding that he had operational

2 cZ them.

3 G. Even though thaz

4 operational conTroil? Becauseg chere's a
5 -svminology, here, as Yyou well Kncw.

6 A Yes, sir. But he

7 assignments CY

§ ci chings.

9 ¢. ©Crn Iforce preotecti
10 : 2. He nac that undex
11 ¢. But what was vour
12 pappas couil do o what we
13 qciler responsibiliTles al
14 pa .~ew tha: he cC

use of them

difference 1iw the

cou.c define rheir work oY thelx

~r
(O

urders-anding about

-0 earlier

2T o wa

‘cyce protectlon and those kings

whas Colonel

as the warden or

1z TRAGO was issued?

s my understanding, my

I mean, he

16 rcouldn't cake & warden Out cf a ce.lblock and say, "You're c€C1lng
17 -0 be & Griver cf = vehicie, " or, "You're going to be an

18 incerrogator,” but he cou & Lce them to do the detention

16 operations. 1t he thoughz tre: needed mcre MPs out on the

20 . gzison compounds--the general. £opu-atlon éompounds, ~hen he

21 could go threcugh the MP Latza.icn, talk :— and say,
22 wT think that with ail ci tne prisoners geing oul to the gereral

ACLU-RDI 659 p.149
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S S

1 population compounds, You need to pull more people out of the

L R]

inside cell.™

3 Q. Wnat you're describing to me would be operational

4 controli in my urderstanding of operational contro. and how the
) Afmy normally operates and ics usual cefinitions of those terms.
& Whereas TACON, which is what the order says, tactical controi,

7  would be that Ccclonel pappes would give a specific mission TO

[¢R

arnd then it would be up t©°

o figure out how to do that with

agree wito you, Sir. Oonly for the Iraqi

:pe:a:ion-—-:he Iragqi criminals that

13 we were sz11: hoiding out -nere. And there was no- that many
14 anymore. There were al. 1nside in the hard site in the
15 4g:fferenc cellblocks, ans tha: wasn't Colonel Pappas’® lane, andé

16 ne would give the m1ssion -o nim, whatever 1t might be, as long
17 as it wasn'tc the Iraci ccrrecricns Or affecting the Iragl

18 corrections cificers tna: we hac on site Oul there.

"
0
T
vy
Vo
n
[w)
n
0
C
)
s,
[
r
l‘l

19 C. Did you ever discu
20 -nd cee how n1s mincsec cnanged aiter all of this?
21 A. Acrtually. 2 dia.
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[ 9]

—
o

ACLU-RDI 659 p.151

how there was no disconnect--c-hat hiw

A. He talkea abou:

and Colonel Pappas were meetlng every day and they had these

tpdates in the morning, anc he didn't notice any-difficulties or

any gquestions, and I to.d hirm several times that the rating

ccheme would still be in the 800°" MP Brigace and the UCMJ and it

would--it would be less disrugtive toO all of the units out

chat he was having

there. never got any indication from him

problems with Colcnel Pappas.

anc that's cons:szen: wit N

when we talxed to him. 1In fact, he tocld us

3

rhat he didn't perceive anl’ cay-tc-day changes regarding his

-na- Colonel Pappas did not really

The only

beccme invelved with thosg warden responsib:zlities.

thz: caw was 1n the force rotection
P

cranges relative TO additional units

change

area, where There were

peing assi.gnec.

0. So, do you have anything that would ccntradict what

A. No, sir. And I sz.li--and I continued tc go out there.

I wasr.'t out chere nearly-as cftzen as I had peen before, but I

centinued to go out rhere-and continued to go--1 mean, visit all

of —he MPs, the units Tha:t were oOut there.
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1 Q. Why was that? What changed in your mind that caused

2 you to go out there less often if, ;n fact, the wardern

3 respbnsibilities remained che same? The force protection issues
4 changed and became Colonel Pappas’ responsibilities. Were the

5 force prdtection issues your main reason for going out there

6 most of the time? I mean, why did you stop going there as.

~d

freguently?

8 A. Because I did not want to be disruptive to Colonel

9 pappas' plan as the FOB cormander. And I went out there a lo:
10 prior tc that transition pecause the FOB was still considered

11 our respcnsibility, and all cf these contractors coming in, more
12 mcrtars every night, they were recoming more accurate, and the
13 force prozection p-ece--that whole eguaticn was primarily being
14 ﬁandled by the MPs.

15 Cc. I know trnat yoa had discussions with General Sanchez at
16 various pcints‘in rime relsczive to force protection of that

15 site. Can you tell me the f_rst time you-had a discussion with
18 General Sanchez on the force prctection issues?

19 A. I wen:t to him when ﬁhe‘—:here was an incident out at

20 Abu Garaib in the Aueust timeframe, arnd an RFG came in and hit--
71 or it was a--they didn't know if it was an RPG or an IED that

22 was on the ground, and the 5-ton that was out there drove over

23 it and it damaged the back of the vehicle and--there weren't any
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1 soldiers that were injured, but hearing was affected. So I

talked-to'General'WOdjakowski about it and told him that I

[ S

3  didn't--1 know tnat they were telling me -hat the First Armored
4 Division was covering it witn force protection, put I didn't see
S it at any time that I was sut =—here with one exception, and that
6 was around lunchtime, and -—hey came onto the compound to eét.

7 their MREs. That was the cnly time I saw aﬁy of tneir platforms
8§ ou: there. And I ~cld General wodsakowski that 1 was scheduled
9 tc brief seneral Sanchez on ﬁhe timeline of the restoration of
10 the prisons, and I wés going =¢ men-ion that that was my number

11 one concern, that the fcrce protection issue was more pronounced

12 ouz at Abu Ghraib pecause ~rev hzd no effective comms out there,

t

13 and it was a »ig facilizy, and 1T was well known that on three
14 sides of the prison, the‘civilian population did not like us

15 peing -here. So 1 aid brief him on that. That would have been
16 August. Then when we had the inciderc where the mortars came

17 over and killed tnose si# priscners, I ralked to General

18 Wodjakowski immediately. Like I said, 1'd hate to say it, but I
19 was almos: pleading with him to ge: force préteccion platforms
20 on s:a:iﬁn out there. And then wnen the MI scldiers were

71 killed, General Sanchez came out -0 the prison, took a walk

22  around, Jjust by the torture chambers and by the cellblocks, and

155

ACLU-RDI 659 p.153 AG0000153

DOD 000241



1 said——;n che briefing, before he walke-d around on the grounds,

2 hel said, "What is civil affairs doing?"

3 I said, sir, "The civil affairs soldiers have been told
4 by their commander not to leave Abu Ghraib, because it's too

5 .dangerous outside cf the wall."

6 He said, "Get the civil affairs commander on the

7 phone." I don ‘.If_ -hink ne believed me. And he talked :o-
8 -who——I mean, I could only hear General Sanchéz‘s side of

9 +«he conversation, but it was Very ioud, and he was tellinc him, ‘
10 wi don't care. I don'‘t care. You get outside ol cthe wall. You

11 get into tre community. Do you understand me?" SO, clearly

12 ‘had confirmed what we hacd been concerrned about and he

13 said, "Okay. What else?’ .7 mezr, he came back and sat down

14 1lixe nothking had ever happered and he said, "What else?" And,

15 "Where are vour platforms?”

16 and I said, "Sir, we den'ct have them."”

17 He said, f'W‘nen dic they get here?"’

18 I said, "Sir, they don't stay nere. They drive by, but

19 they cdon't stay on site."

20 . So he tells his aid to get the .brigade--whatever. the
21 brigade commander's name was, on the prcne. And again, another
22 one side of the conversatior.,, of him telling him, "You have a

23 responsibility out here." So, he, at lieast it appeared that on
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1 the telephone, he was acknowledging and confirming that we
2 didn't have the support chat we needed. And then when we walxed

3  around on the ground, he szid tc me, "If you don't get force

4 protection, Yyou come to me." "Ycu come to me."

5 0. When was that?

6 A. That was when he visited after the MI soldiers were
7 killed.‘

g 0. Sc that would have been af-er September 20°"7?

9 A. If that's the nigg: that they were--that would be--

10 because nhe came the next day or two days later or whatever. And
11 -hen we had--about a week later, we had an MP and a sergeant

12 from the 827 that were killed. And the soldiers are the ones

13 whc saic, "Maype he wasn': even talking to anybedy on that rhene
14 wher he was carrying on.” Qecause they were er.couraged that

15 Genera. Sanchez was taking control cf this and getting the

16 Armored Division tc come ouc there.

17 Q. 8o after that :onve:sa:;on, which was after the MI

18 soldiers were killed and yocu nas that cenversation out there at
19 Abu Ghraib, correct? Waith the General?

20 A. Correct.’
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] Q.

[}

And he told you if force protection issues continue,

for you to go to ‘him. Force protection continued to be an

3 issue, did-it not?

4 A.
5 - 0.
6 E.

It continued to be an issue.
Did you go to him?

T went to General wodjakowski, and I told General

7 Wodjakowski, "I'm going to go to General Sancheé.

8 Q.
9 A.
10

And what did General Wodjakowski say?
wI'11 ralk to him about it."

aAnd I said, "Ee roléd me at Abu Ghraib that if force

11 protection concinued to be a problem to come TO him. So I'm

12 going toO JO TO him."

13 0.
14 A.
15 Q.

Did you go TO nim?
I did.

And when was the time that you went to him after that

16 conversaction out at Abu Ghraib?

17 A.
18 Q.
10 A.
20 C.
21 A

22 protec:i

ACLU-RDI 659 p.156

It hacd to be at least a week later.

And was that at VicIery that you went tO him cr was----

1- was. It was in his office.
And what occurred? What did you say?

I said, "Sir, you .tolc me to come to you. Force

on is continuing to be a problem."

He said, "They're out there oOn site."
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1 1 said, "No, sir. They are not." And he looked up at

me lixe--I mean like I was obviously lying to him. And I sa:d,

2

3 wgiy, I don't have force protection--1I don't have platforms ou:

4 there. The battalion doesn't--"

5 " W1 know what the battalion doesn't have."
o 0. Did you have anozher conversation with him after that?
7 A. 1 rad a conversaction with'him pefore he sent the 82"~
8 General Swannack, -he 82" commander out there.

9 C. When was <hat?

10 A. 3ir, I believe -hat that was down at CPA.

1 ¢C. ¥ren?

12 A. Af-er the conversatiCco in his office that was----

13 C. Give me, 1I you could, a cimeframe, here. You were

14 talking to him probably some time in October? Because 1'm just

15 taking the dates rere: T was a few days after tnhe 20", the:'it
16 was the 22" then a few days or 2 week after that, then we're up
17 to the 27", 2gk__gomewhere afrer that. So some days aftef that,

18 we're in to the first week 1in October?

19 A. We were in Octorer.
20 C. We were in Octoter someTime? Okzy.
21 A. And I told him that--I teld him rhe same thing, that

72  the force protection--the platforms were there--the Bracleys
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1 were there, but the only reason they came in to Abu Ghraib is

2 was if ﬁhey stopped ir to have iunch."

3 And he said, "You know, that wa§ my division, and they
4 know tne rules. And I'm net going to tell them how to--," he

5 used an expression. He said, “I'm not going to tell them how

6 to,"--"I'm nct geing to tell -—hem how to suck eggs. You have

-
th

orce protection.
8 T said, "Sir, I have snipers, who are people with

9 <radios that are talking to tne people firing the mortars, and
10 they have elevation. I it's cn the bridge,----"

11 He said, "Securing your bridges and roads? Sounds like
12 & military police function ¢ me.
13 1 said, "Sir, it 1is. Bu: it's not my MPs that are

14 doing that mission. I can't Jec the roads secured. I'm still
15 cettaing mortars.”

16 ke said, "We are taking care of you." He just was nct

17 the kind cf & perscn that Yyou challerged repeatedly.

18 Q. So was tha: the last time you challenged him on that

19 subject?

20 A. And then the--General Swannack céme out tc Abu Ghraib.
21 Q. He was the commander of the g2 nirborne Division?
22 A. Correct.
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1 Q. Okay. And when did he come out?
2 A. He came out after the incident with the--it had to be
3  after the MI soldiers were killed, because the--he came out--1I
4 met him at his helicopter. It was the first time I met him. He
5 ‘took a look around. He said, "So, what platforms do you have
6 now?"
7 And I said, "We don't, sir."
8 And he said the same thing about being on a seam, that
9 they would go back to C3TF7 and te.l them to push the seam out‘
10 so they were responsible for it, so that line was clear, ana he
11 woulcd put & platoon out there. Ard he said, "What do you have
12 row?"
13 And T told him the same thing: we had a 5-ton, that
14 was our .argest vehic;e,Aand a couple of buses to transport
15 prisoners, and a So;cal the- was lcaned from the Marines.
16 He caid--he looked around anrd he said, "They really,"
17 in very colorful languagé, "they really screwed ycu on this
18 mission." Then he hit me on the back and he said, "We're going
19 to taxe care of you." That afzernoon, the piatoon arrived. Two
20 days laté:, through a series of calls, I think through his--to
21 his company in the battalion, they sent the company out, and
32 then a counter-mortar batzery. And it still didn't stop.
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17
18

19

ACLU-RDI 659 p.160

Q;. and that would have been what rimeframe, again, wher
ali of that occurred?

A. Late October.

C. Ard that was pefore the change over of the FOB relative
to the security detainees ard the force protection?

A. Correct. But it was sfrer--1 believe, it was after'
they declared i; an enduring camp. and General Wedjakowskl teld
me, when they ceclared 1t &n enduring cahp, "The réason we
naven'z been able t© take care of ybu cr provide you any Suppor=
is pecause you're OPCON To usi you're not assigned to
headquarcers. So we car't legitimately, according to my money
man, <he bagman--we can'c give ycu any funding for the things
you've been asking for."

of course, —hat was severa. morths later, but--so they
declared it an enduring camp, and I said, "It's only an interim
facilacy. "

He said, "What does ~hat mean? Two O three years?
1'11 take trnat."

Q. And that changed the category of funding and authorized

‘funding and----

A. And amount of funding, and contrac:s, and how cuickly
they could be exercised. But 1t also brought mcre contractors

out there.
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18
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0. When the FRAGD was issued that changed the FOB
corﬁmandér-for force protection and for the security of»
detainees, and we had our discussion rela-ive to that, did you
pelieve that that had any impac:t on what was occurring or what
did occur relative to tae abuses at Abu Chraib? j

WIT: C:Z--of making the MI brigade commander in charge?

Q. Yes. Did that have any:zhing to 4o with the abuses?

A. &ir, I would say no- directly. But I've always--more
information nhas come out aboutr the instructions or the alleged
inscrucc-ion from SOme of the interrogation tearm. Irn my OwWDn
mind, I thcught that t-at was all in the works, and they wanted
to effectively remove Genera. Karp:nski from--not necessarily
from a blame line, bu:_irom cirec- knowledge. They wanted to--1I
mear the intent was to reduce my requifements to be out there.

Q. You believe that's why the FRAGO was issued?

A. Yes, sir.

(3]

Q. ~hought we hac--you didn't think the FRAGO was issued
necause of the force protection issues Or the security
detainees? _ | -

2. No. I think that that was a benefic. 1t would be

difficult to release a FRAGO that says, vTransfer of the prison

responsibilit:es pecause the focus 1is going to be on
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1 interrogation and some of those things might not sit well with
2 General Karpinski and the 800" MP Brigade."

3 Q. So do you chink that those abuses only started after

4 this FRAGO? When did the abuses start?

S WIT: When did the photographs?
6 0. wWhen did the abuses start, at Abu Ghraib?
7 WIT: In terms of - -maybe you need to tell me what you're

§ looking at as abuses.

9 0O: Abuses would pe anything that we would consider an

10 actionable clause under ~he Geneva Convention oI the UCMJ; &

11 violat:zon cf the rights and privileges of detainees. Any of the
12 usual mistreatment that we wculd consider: physiéal abuses,
13 humili;tion, you know----

14 WIiT: Okay. The acts -nac are depicted in those

15 phctbgraphs.

16 DO: Not only those acts. well--some of those acts that
17 are depicted in those photogiaphs are certainly abusive, but it
18 goes peyond what's depicted in tnose phctographs. There are

19 apbuses that occurred at Abu Ghraib that Jo beyond those

20 pictures.
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1 Q. Somy guestion 1is, t©O your knowledge, when did the

[ 18]

abuses begin at Abu Ghraib?

3 a. The reason I'm asking is because the prisons in all of
4 the prison facilities were Very austere. Logistics was not

5 working §ery well because of the lcng lines of supply. And the
6 proklems associated with gezting convoys and eguipment to

7 Baghdad and chen out from tnhose ope:ating pases. So there were
8 taimes when--whgn you keep grisoners under canvas, under tents,

9 ir blistexring heat, without aﬁy sense of relief where they can
10 get in under the shade of & tree cr anyc-hing else, iz is close
11  tc peing in viclation o¢ Geneva/Hague. And, often, we discussed
12 cnat with the ICRC. Bu- they saw it consistently‘in all of our
13 facilities, anc they knew zhat the soldiers werevfacing the same
14 ' condizions. So., 1 krow that that was going on throughout the

15 <=heater for as long as we were tnere, because it was something
16° that--1 den't want tc say that 1t's a cendition of war, but--it
17 is. But, the acts that were depicted in those photographs; 1

]J§ dcn't believe that they were OCCuUIIring anywhere else than in

19 cellblock 1A and B. And tnere were abuses early on down at

20 Bucca---- | —

PAS _ DO:. Non--I}m really cnly referring to Abu Ghraib, now.

22 "p. =----But I don't believe those activities oIr those

73 abuses were taking place until the interrogation operation
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1 became SO significant and the attention focused on the
2 inte;roéaticn operations.
3 Q. So, in regard to the calendar, when do you pbelieve tha:
4 the abuses began?
5 A. When cellblock 1A went under the control of the
6 military intelligerce, ard when these other interrogation teams
2  started to come in arnd werx +he interrogation efforcts. That
8 would be October.
9 0o: Well, it actually ctarted in early September--I1 mear,
10 zhe actual 1A and 1B. MI startec assigning people to iA was
11 accua>ly in September.
12 A. September. Bu: there were some things that took place
13 g;adually fyor September cz, that made it, unfortunately,
14 easier, for them to do those. things in exclusion from the rest
15 of the cellblock. They put up -he exclusionary panels on the
16 doors, so you didn't have visual access, like you éid in all of
17 the éther cellplocks. And they----
18 Q. That was in 1A or 1B7
19 A. First in 1A and theﬁ ir. 1B.
20 0. And who put those ranels up?
21 A. The MI people szid that they needed something put up.
22 They .were going to talk to the engineers arnd that was the
23 engiheers' design.
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1 Q. Who were the MI peorple that----

2 A. Colonel Pappas.
3 Q. Colonel Pappas?
4 A. Yes. And the reason he did was because, you know that

) aoor tnat you come in on that end of the cellblock, that was

6 where the Iragi guards came in o work. And because those

7 particular prisoners in cellblock 1A and the juveniles and the
§ females in 1B, they didn't want the Iragi corrections officers
9 to then pecome a source of information outside of the prison 5y
10  saying, "Hey, 1 saw_ So--it's plausible.

11 Q. .Yes. Wnen did he order that? Was it acter the Iraqil
12 shecoting?

13 ' A. No. It was--tney wanted thne exclusionary panels, as
14 ﬁhey calied them, on the cell doors--they wanted those urgentlj
15 on 1A, so they put it there--they were in control of both 1A and
16 B, but they wanted it done 1in 12, so that would have been the

17 irst week of October timeirame. and then they got 'em to do

th

18 13, but chey put the plywood over -ne windows after the handgun
19  incident.

20 Q. lwhich would have been November 2377.

21 A. Right. So you have effectively excluded anybody that
72 would walk that long hallway, checkingron guards Or anything--it

23  wasn'c that they wouldn't open the door for you, but you had to
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2
3 LC: .I just want to point out, and I'm think she said, but
4 1 just want to make sure it's clear, she had no personal
5 knowledge of any instruztions zhat any of the MPs were given in
6 regard§ to 1nterrogacion technigues.
7 WIT: Right.
8 DO: Right. I did not perceive her as saying that, but I
9 understand your clarificat.on.
10 0. So, as far as the abuses, you don't have any direct
11 xnowledge of the abuses, but ycu pelieve that the abuses began
12 ‘somewhere :r. the Seprember/Cctober timeframe. 1Is that correct?
13 A Correct. And I woulc say, most likely, late October,
14. necause 1 had--I mean the 72% MP Company had served there and
15 had run those cellblocks for many months, and the pictures that
16 I saw, anyway, were people--soldiers from the 372™, and they
17 didn't get there until--or -caxke over the operations until mid-
18 October. |
19 [END OF PAGE]
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1 Q. And the change of the FOB that we discussed was

2 November 19**. So the abused began before that and continued on

3 after that?

4 A. I think it was a gradual increase on what was being

§ ' done cr how they being used to enhance the interrogation

7 Q. Are you of the pelief that it significantly increased

§ after the FCB command was changed?

9 2. I am of that pbeliel, now. Yes, sir.

10 Q. What leads you toO hel:eve that?

11 A. There was a battalicn out there rhat was--it may or may
12 not be 1in this FRAGO as wel., but the LRRSD battalion was sent

13 ou:t there--now they were a suborcdinate unit of the 205" anyway,
14 but they were at a differenc--I think they»were up at Anaconda.
15 So they got do@n tnere and they were kind of, generally., they

16 were a little bit more aggressive and adventurcus--mcre creative
17 witn what they did. Arnd they caused some problems. Now, I have‘
18 no knowledge that they wexre ever‘in the cellbiocks or anything,
19 but =t was that whole shifz in mentality that they were doing

20 some of the force protection and--.

2] Q. Yeah. That LRRED--was 2t a compary Or a pattalion?
22 A. It was a battalion.
23 DO: To my knowledge, they never---<
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1 RC: They had a company. sir. They had a company of the

LRRSD. .

o

3 no: Okay. Well, that unit, to my knowledge, never had

4 anything to do with interrcgation operations.
5 WIT: No. But it's the whole shift in--you know, they eat
¢ in t“he same mess hall, and--it just seemed to be more reckless

7 out =—here.

8 Q. Since this changecver?

9 A. Yes,.sir.

10 pc.  This is only cf her opinicn, Sir, which is----

11 Co: Yes, I understand. Fut I'm trying to get at the logic

12 rtehind the opinicn pased crn which facts, because the facts are
13 really'wha: I'm Ttrying to et at.

14 DC: Yes, sir.

15 'vDO: There's opinion a;d then there's opinion based on

16 <facts, and wnat I'm really Trying to find out is the facts. So,
17 you're of the cpinion that ihlngs srarted getting worse afcter
18 +he change of the FOB. And I'm just trying to £ind out what

19 makes you think that, bwecause you krew there was abuse before
20 and there was abuse after.

21 0. What made ycu think 1c got worse?

22 . A. We:l, first off, I didn':-—and-s correct.

93 I didn't have any indicat:on that 1t was pad, let alne to know
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(3]

10

11

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

ACLU-RDI 659 p.169

chat it got worse. AU the time, there was this prevailing
change out at Abu Ghraib after the switch to colonel Pappas'’
control as the FOE commander . Number one, there was more people
out tnere. There was 2 direction from the cJTF7 staff--we were-
-they wefe rrying to close Bucca, and they were trying to.get as
many of che decainees out of the division holding areas as
possible, because some of thnem had populations of several
nundred. 1 think there was seven hundred'up in the 4% ID at one
point. And those are definately aué:ere ana ;emporary
conditions, but they were cransferring those prisoners, and then

we were overfilled. And one night the 101%° brought some

n

prisoners 1n, slew them dowr, and chey wouldn't take them

because they had nowhere tO pus them. They Were sent back. 50

we gct. that sorted out, but what— [phonetic],

the Provo Marshal, and thre 1iaison of the cJTF7 staff was saying
was, literally, "Cram more tents into the compounds, ma'am."

So, I said, fNo. I'm not going to cram more tents 1nto
the compound. The secre: here is getting these people released,
and we're holding innocent people out there.”

and General dejakowski rurned around and said to me,
"I §on‘:-care if we're holding 15,000 innocernt civilians! We're
winning the war!"

]

1 said, "Not ins:de the wire, you're not, sir.
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RC: Ma'am, when is this ~imeframe? I'm sorry,. because we

1
2 were_taiking about the LRZ [sicl, which is sometime after
3 November 19%", and then you s-arted talking about closing Bucca,
4 and -“hat was océurring soretime in August----
5 WIT: Well, no. We were starting to close Bucca in August.
¢ We were shifting cowards closirg some of the compounds. We
7 never closed Bucca.
8 RC: Right. Sut as I recall from officers who were
9 sta-ioned in Bucca and came over O Abu Ghraib, they brought
10 their priscners that they wanted to bring over to Abu Gnraib in
11 Sep-ember with them. And that wa~ [phonetic] and
12 the rest of the folks that were there, said that we neecd these
13 prisoners -0 be transferred over to Abu Ghraib and the rest--
14 tha:t they----
15 WIT: That was--they brought prisoners to Abu Ghraib that
16 were goinc tO pe interrogated further. But they didn't transfer
17 priséners -hat were being helc as regular’prisoners atr Bucca.
18 Ve were trying, over time, TO close--we were moving towards
19 c¢losing Bucca because we didn't have a replacement battalion
20 coming in, nor did the rotaziocnal brigadeé, to replace :hé
21 Dbatctalions down at Bucca. So, if tney transferred specific
22 prisoners from Bucca in Augusz, it was because the interrogation
23 teamé were moving up TO Abu Ghraib. They were no longer going
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1 to be at Bucca. But from a detention perspective, not

interrogation, put from a detenticn perspective, that was on the

o

3 timeline that we would close--move towards closing Bucca. And
4 we did not--we€ never closed Bucca. We were getting close and

5 ihen they said to keep it open, and that was part of the

6 problem. CJTF7 was--1 mean théy were getting conversation and

7 complaints from the division commander that there was no--and

8 Rucca was too far away for them tO take prisoners, SO this was--
9 I mear, thaﬁ‘s whas I'm talking about: this prevailing attitﬁde
10 change out at abu Ghraib af-er the 19t of November.

11 Q.. okay. I hear you S&y «hat, but I have a hard time

12  dealing with what factual basls YCu have O say that, in facet,
13 ﬁhere was a difference 1in prevarling atti-ude. Because, there
14 ébuses before and there were€ abuses after. What causes yocu to
15 FEpelieve that things co- worse? Because I haven't found it. e
16 Thavern't seen anything--1 haven't seer any evidence of things

17 getilng worse. Bad 1is bad.

18 A, But I can tell you, siT, cnat I ¢idn't know it was bad.
19 The conditions were bad. And when you put mcre prisoners 1nto
ZQ bad conditions, condi-ions cet wOIse.

21 . Q. I'm just referring to ~he abuses----

22 4. But I didn't know there was ary abuse. So I can'c tell

23  you what 1 thought--"Well, 1T was pad now, and how in the world
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did it get worse?" With the information that's come out since

then, in all of the statements and the reports--I1 can't say the

3 Taguba repcrt, because he made no reference to--really, to thelr
4 involvement except made a couple of recommendations. But when I
5 éaw the pictures, for example, 1n Janualy, I said, you know, the
6 72°¢ left in October, and they had a consistently good track
7 record and wide-open communications with me, and we.were in
8 control of tnat facility like every other detention operation.
9 So, I was shocked by the photos, wur I didn't see them until
10 January, and I was tryinc to figure out what happened to make
11 rthem iose their minds, and not only commit these acts, but take
12 - pictures of -hemselves cormatting them. I gen't think I've
13 resolved that comrpletely, but I can't suggest tc you it was bad
14 and wnat macde it change to worse, because I didn't have any
|5 knowledge that it was bad, lef alore that it was changing to
16 werse. I'm talking about the wnhcle ervironment out there: this
17 prevailing attitude of --what I sensed on Chrastmas day when 1
18 was out there was a recklessness with the direction that the
19, interrogation teams were goirg, anE this battalion that was
20 do;ng‘:he capabilities demcnstration and antagonizing the -
21 prispners by hovering over their compounds and blowing the tents
22 ocut of the way. And meanwhile, Colonel Pappas being concerned
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about MPs salutingbhim when he was inside the wire. And I

talked to him about that. I ~alked to him about my concerns.

3 Q. And I'd like tc go into the--into what you're referring
4 to, relative to the helicopters and the demonstration. I'm just
5. having a difficult time relating what you're saying to the
6 specific incidents of specific abuse of detainees and what
7 specific information you have rthat would lead you te say that
8 :hings-—relatlvé to that issue; no:- about their conditions,
9 their 1living conditions, or the helicopter demonstration; but
10 those specifics relative to the abuse of detainees: the
11  hizting, the kicking, the strippirg, the humiliation, the use of
12 dogs, all cf those tyres of things. What makes you say that you
13 think it got worse after chan 1t was before?
14 A. I can't say that I know that.
15 DO: Alright. Alright. You've answered the guestion.
16 [The deposition recessed at 1834, 18 July 2004.)
17 [The depoSition was called to order at 1836, 18 July 2004.]
18 Questions by the deposition officgr (continued) :
19 Q. We were talking abcut the helicopter incident anc the
20 demonstration. Could you tell me what wa§ the circumstances
21 surrounding that?
22 .WIT: Do you want me to make a comment about what we were
23 talking about beforehand, Zfirst?
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1 DO: I don't need any, but if you want to, you certainly

2 can.’

3 ' WIT: I just wanted to make the éomment that when I did see
4 the photographs, I did ask the CID commander when these took

5 place and ke said that they believed that they took place in

6 November.' There were some date stamps on some Hf the film, put
7 they found out that that was earlier at an earlier assignment,
§ and that was October, but the date stamps on a lot of the

9 pictures that were widely published was the end cf November.

10 CO: Okay. And you ynderstand we've dene guite an

1 extens:ive investigation well beyond that.

12 EC: Well, we--we assume that you have.

13 Q. Sc, anyway, 1f we could--cculd you tell me about the
14 helicopter?

15 | A. 'I: was on Christmas day. We went out to Abu Ghraib to

16 wvisit .the MPs out there. We--the grcup that was the "we" was

17 the acting command sergean:t major, — and
18 my--well, my bat=:le cap:ain,—(phonetic],

19 she's now a major, and my driver--my aid and driver team. And

20 when we got out of the vehizle, 1t was abou:t 9 o'clock or 9:30

21 in the morning. And I saw these soldiers getting ready to go--I
22 looked like they were orn a range rover or something. I said,
23 "What are you guys doing?"
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1 They séid, "We're going to do a capabilities

2 demonstfation. We just got done with the rehearsal on the

3 ground, and we're going to rehearse again."

4 I said, "What time is it going to be?"

5 They said, "Twelve o'clock. We just wanted zhe

6 priscners to know that we have heliccpters and we're very gquick
7 to respond in case they have any ideas consistent with some

8§ rumors about rioting cr attempted breakout. So we just want to

9 reinforce our capabilizies.”

10 So, T said, "Well, I'll be here. I'll make sure tha:z I
1] see you." So, I was.

12 I walked through all of the units and several of the

I3 living areas. I went cut cf tne compound. I had been through

14 mos:t of the ccmpouhd, SO I . wags up in the towers. I could hear
15 - the héli:opters coming. They told me, when I saw them ourside
16 wnen wé firs; got there, that they were going to be--they had
]7‘ the spot marked cover by the wall. So they came in over the

18 <tents and one helicopter went right toc the mark by the wall.

19 The otrer helicopter ﬁovered over a compound, and it blew three
20 of the tents all over the place. Now, there Lad been a lo- of
21] ~rain, So there was water--:ﬁa: particular day, it was beautiful:
22  sunny, blue sky, but there was a lot ci standing water in tne

23 compounds because, you know, the ground doesn't drain tha:c well.
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1 So these prisoners--all of their clothes were going flying &ll

over the place, and, of course, landing in the water. And then

[ §8]

3 he moved--it doesn't take long to screw with the prisoners along
4 their way, and they moved back over to the wall, and they d:d

5 their repel, and it was a successiul operation.

6 So I called Cnlonel Pappas and I said, "I dou't
7 eppreciate this." You know, I had told him what had happered.
13 And he said, "Well, I'm sure they didn't do it

9 intentionally."

10 And I said, "Well, I'm sure they did. 2And it's the NPs
11 that have to deal with the aftermath of that kind of screwina

12 around, and they have to be told the fallout is more dangerous

13 than their toying with the detainees."
14 And - Colonel Pappas d:Zd come and see me the next cay cr
15 called me or wnatever it was--- :think I saw him over ‘at CJTF7,

16 actually, and he said to me that he spoke the battalicn
commander and he said tha: he just missed the mark somehow. He
18 didn't--he made some mistake.

19 Ard I said, "Well, veah, following that other

20 helicopter was really diff:cul: to do, I guess. He managed to

21 co 1t after the facr." And I said, "You khow, you have to deal
22  with 1t. VYou're gning to have a r:iot on your hands next time.
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1 The detainees were only behaving because they knew it was a

2 holidAay for the U.s."

3 He said, "Okay, ma'am. I'll make sure that it doesn'®
4 happen again." And that was the end of i:.
5 Q. The ICRC visit that has gained so much notoriety--1I

6 - believe that happened in October?

7 A. It did.

8 Q. Wher was the first time that you became aware of that
9 ICRC wvisit?

10 A. When I saw the rep&::, arnd that would have been the

11 las: day cf November or the first or second of December.

12 Q." Sc when the ICRC showed up, my understanding, f£rom

14 c:hers——:hey sncwed up and the represen:atives_
15 <Zrom zne ICRC found nak_eé detairees ir their cells and then were
16 told all of these ozher allegations that I think you're now

17 aware of. T'na; happenec ir. Cctober, ye: you did not know about

18 it until the report came 1n in November>

19 A. Right.

20 Q. Wiy didn't—call you about <that?
21 a. —was with, as they would

22 tradi:ionally be--the battalion commanders would escort the ICRC

23 representatives or team around, and he was with the people when
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they were looking at the compounds oucside--the general

2 population compounds. ' And I believe—ay have been
3 with him as well. And then they said_

—
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17

18

19 Q. All of that informatior yeu ZUSt gave to me, you didn't
20 learn until after November?

2] A. That's correct.

22 C. And you learned trat from épeaklng with----

18]
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1 Q.

2 A. Right.

3 Q. After Novembex?

4 ~ A. Right.

5 Q. But when it first happened in October, my guestion is

6 why didn't-pick up the phone and

7 call you abou: it?
8 A. Well, you know, 81r, he told me tha- the ICRC was
9 coming out to Abu Ghraib, tecause that was the standard

10 procedure. And when he escorteg them in the outside compounds,

—_——

17 Q. He never menticned gll of +hat s-uff about the

p—
,
19 A. No, sir. Ané I don't know ang h

, AG0000180
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1 Q. Well, the reason for our questions is because

Q. —---Then—came down
8§ to the cellblock. But you didn't know any cf that, and I'm
9 wondering why your battali;n commander didn':-———
10 A. I don't know.
11 Q. ----talk to you abou: :it. Why didn't ne call you ard
12 tell you if this was an unusual incident?
13 A. It was. And I'm surprised, because, again--I'm

14 referencing the ICRC repcr:, and there was no reference to

16 Q. Did you ever talx, afterwards, th
17 “about the ICRC visit?

—_—
tn

18 A. When we were put:iing the response toge:-her--or the
19  first or second draft, I dién'- talk to him, but they were out
30  at Abu Ghraib. "They" being my JAG officers. They were out at
2] Abu Ghraib for this meeting cr how they were ccing to word their
22 response. And they talked :o_priefly. And
183
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he told them he--know,~
3 DC: We had worked under the assumption tha-
4 —dasn't aware. So, yocu're telling us scmething we

didn't know.

wh

6 DO: Yes. I'm ‘finding"c-hat out, nov. It's just surprising
7 to me.
g8 DC: Wwell, it surprises me, too, sir.

9 DO: Which is why I've asked these guestions. Because 1t

10 wasr.'t a small ircident ir—mind.

11 2o therefor-----
12 WIT: Why didn't--well, ycu don't know, certainly. My
13 gueszion :s, "Why didn't he call me?"

14 DO: Yeah. That's myiyuestion as well. 1 don't know why

N B
[

15 he didn't call you.

16 WIT: In Octcber, he did nor have a--I don't think-
17 —[phonetlc] was out there ve:.

. w—
18 DC: Sir, were you aware cf the problems that-

19 —Jas undergoing?

20 DO: Cnly what I read in the General Taguba reports,

o

9
rJ
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1 WIT: Well, _ But, you know, sir, I
2 didn't that on the fly, either.—

T e

4

5

!
14!
i
!
|

-1

W

H

H
1

16!

!
i
17]
i
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17

18

19

ACLU-RDI 659 p.184

C. And this was the zime period, that you're referring to

basis to ccmmand at Ab. Ghraikt?

A. R:igh:.

C. How lbng was he "at Abu Ghraib?

A  Probably ten days. FEe migh: have stayed a couple of
days lornger, evern afte-got back, because ne was
helping with the base defense plarn. He was ;he commander of the
battalion over at Cropver, anc Cropper had already closed dan.
The HVD fac:lity was the ornly thing that was operational, and he
nad a full battalion, so--. And they were gett.ng ready -o

transfer back to the Uniced States.
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1 But, now we get the ICRC report,

has tazken place, I see the repor:t at this in-prompt-two--it

(28]

3 wasn't even a meeting. It was after SUU, I was sitting there

4 getting ready to leave, "Oh, ma'am, can we talk about ICRC

h

report?”

6 . "What ICRC report are you talking about?" )
7 C. —has told us--testifiec to u.s
§ that he talked to you about the ICRC visit the Sunday after it

9 occurred. Do you rememkber having that conversation wicth

o
11 A. Xo, sir. If—had had a conversation with

12 me--about the ICRC vis:t out at Abu Ghraib?

13 DO: That's what ne teszili-ed :zo.

14 WIT: I would nave recalled that. No, sir. I don't recall
15  that a; all.

16 >0: Okay.‘ That's wrnat he told us. He testified that, 1in

17 fact, he did have a conversation wi:zh you and he informed you
18 about the ICRC visit, before the repor: was written, after the
19 wisit, and whaﬁ occurred at :hat—-j-

20 WIT:

21 DO: About the enzire :n:;den:s as they occurred--I can't
22 remember specif:ically what it was that he said he told you,.but

23 it was the essence of what occurred at the ICRC.
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1 ‘ Q. But you don't remember any conversation witl'_
- roc cuosecc

3 : A. And he, when he was at Cropper, he would make sure tha:

|38

4 he—-réliably, when an ICRC visit came there, he would call me

5 and tell me the good, the bad, and the ugly, and then I'c wai:

6 for the repcrt.

7 Q. When you were informed about the visit, which wasAthe

8 receipt of the repcrt, trere wag a responsé that was prepared.

9 Could you tell me how that response was prevared?

10 A. Yes, sir. and I have to tell you that I didn't receive
11 the report through the ncrma. channels.

12 Q. How aid you receive the repor:?

13 "A. Alter the update that I was attending, I was getting

14 ready to leave, and the---Colonel Pappas was there,-

16 there, I believe, and they sald, "Ma'am, can we talk about -he
17 ICRC repor:z?:
18 ‘ 1 said, "Wnat ICRC repor:t are you talking about?"

19 ‘ They sa‘id--the—jumped right in. He

20 said, "Ma'am, we're already werking cn the response. We'll have

21 it ready for your review before your----"

22 I saic, "What, the prison transfers--" I said to

23 —who was sitting rignht nex:t to me, I said, "It
188
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figures, the prison transfer that's under your responsibility,

2 and now you have a whole team of people writing the response.
3 I- was usually my battalior commander and my JAG officer doing
4 the response for me. Things changed.” &and I said, "I haven':t
5 even seen the report."
6 ~~said_, "I have a Topy right here for
7 you."
8 And I said, "Where did this come from?" I started to
9 read 1t, just .glancing through it, and I ‘turned back and 1 said,
10 "Where has this thing been?" Because it talked about October.
11 "Well, we received iz."
12 Anc I said, "Well, why are you talking to me about it?"
13 And—salc‘, "Ma'am, we're working on the
14 response. Trhe priscn was under you;‘ ccntrol at:the time that
15 " thie repor:z--this team came in. And rather than explain that
16 we've transferred the control cf the priscn, now, we just want |
17 you to be able to sian the repor:."
18 Sc, when I went back zc the TOC--I shouldn't have
19 ~umred ahead tha:t way. Because I read the remark, I =aid to
20
21
22 And-aid o me, "Ma'am, I toid the
23  commander not to _
189
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Anc they

zll laughed.

(38

3 ,' Ard T said, "You know, I don't think tha

; ~ |

6 Again, plausible response. Jumped right in tharz and

said--I doa't know if it was_or_but

the respcnse was,

17 So, I mean, I dcrn't know how interrogaticn teams work.
18 I know mcre now than I did then, but it wasn't my lane. I hate
19 to say thaz, but--but I know tnat they kept them in isolation

.

20 and I didn't count the days.
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1 Q. Is there a difference between isolation and
2 ségregation?
3 A. There is.
4 Q. What is the difference between isolarcion and
5 segregation?
6 A. In segregation, you segregate the prisoner, but they
7 can s:till have access cr visuai—-they might be in a cell wich
8 cell bars on the door, and they can still talk or comrmunicate in
9 whatever way, but they are segregated. In isclation, the
10 isclation cells have scl:d docrs with a smalil window--I think it
11 was a flip-down window, and that's where they were isolated.
12 Q. ‘And what was occurring in 1A and 1E? Was it
13 secregation or isolaticn?
14 ' A. That was where :hé i1sclazion cells were, buc
15 oécasicnally they wculd segregate a detainee as well, in a
16 separarte tacility--segregate -hem frcm maybe a brother cr
17 somebody they brought ir with them--put distance between them.
18 Q. So was the inten- really tc use 1A and 1B, from che
19 military irtelligence zspect, not the females or the juveniles--
20 was the intent -here -o use “hem asvisolation celis?
2] ' A, Iﬁ 1A, yes, sir. It was. Ang, they also--that remznds
t 22 ﬁe. They alsco said in the response how this was a distortion of

23 the truth. They said, "You Anow, ma'am, isolation is the same

19]
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I  no matter if you're a security detainee or a regular criminal.
2 You get value ott of the isolation process. So if the ICRC

3 wants unrestricted access and feel that they should be able to

4 drop in on any of these

7 C. Who was dcing tne background information on the

8 respconse, if you know? Who was actually going and checking to
9 see if there was accuracy to the ICRC statements or no:, and
10 verifying that these were the r:ign:t things to say in the

11 resrponse?

12 A. They relied very reavily on thre 205“-—

14 put together with znis JAG cfficers, znd both of my JAG officers
5 went out there and participated in thar, that was cut at Abu

16 Ghraib in :the macistrate cell éut tnere. So they wanted to be
17 on the ground ir. case t-here Qas any guesticns abcut wha:

18 1solatiorn cells looked like or wha-ever.

19 Q. Ii1d your JAG officers participace iﬁ that backgrou=n
20, information béfore the response was wrizten?

2] A. They 4did.

22 Q. Did they ever comeé to ycu and talk to you specifically

25 about any of the findings abouz, you know,
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1 Or did they come back and say--not just them, but

e whole team, "We looked 1inzo it, ma‘am,_

4 A. Nc, sir. The cpposize. They came back and said to me-

19 Q. Did any of these officers that ycu just named mention

20 to you--come to you and say that we have--"We have verified
21 abuses that have occurred?"

- 22 ‘A. No, sir.
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1 Q. It was the opposite?

(38 ]

A, Tt was.--Not that it was the opposite, but they weren':

3 focusing on----

4 Q. They weren't focusing on that?

(¥ 4]

A. Right. Because they had Colonel Pappas, and I think

6 they said“ sitting in with them explaining how

1 Q. Hcw about other government agencies? What do you know
12  atou: other government agenclies involved in Abu Ghraib?

13 WIT:. Do you want me to transport mysel:l back to then--what
14 1 knew anout other governmsnl agercies *ren?

15 ¢ Yes.

16 A The first time I was introcduced to an OGA was out at

17  Abu Ghraib. They brought out a cetainee that was not an HVD,

18 but they had interrogated rim at a separate facility. Not cre
16 of my facilities, but over at the -~ask force ard of no further
20 inte) wvalue, but they still wanted to hold him, so they turned
21 him over to us. And they come out in these SuV's, and none of
72  rhem-had uniforms on. They a.l had their black shirts or xhakis

23  or wnatever, and you just know they're different. It could be

" 194

ACLU-RDI 659 p.192 : AG0000192
DOD 000280



] something tc do with the armament all over themselves &nd the.r

vehicles, but they were very professional. They made sure that

9

3 the prisoner was handled correctly. I watched them. He had

4 “lexi-cuffs on him, and they--they cut them, and made sure ctha:z-
5 -you know, they asked him 1in Arabic if nis arms were okay. And
6 they introduced themselves--taree of them did anyway. And trey
7 said zhat they were with the task force. 1 said, "What are you
8 bringinc him here for?>"

9 And he said. "Well, we need sohebcdy to detair him, but
10 we're pretty much f;nzsheé with any kind of exploitable

J1 infcrmazicn.”

12 They were very rroiessional, but they allbiden:ified

13  chemselwves as CGA. So. ! asked zne--I think I askeddijiil P

- [phonetic], my secur:zy guy,

I never had a bad encounter with them. Every time I
19 saw them--cne time they trough: somebody out, and they got him
20 to the ground, then they took the bag off of his head--it was a

21 sandbag, vou snow. But, ycu kncw, they treated them, as I would

22 expec: somebody to treat them. I never saw bruises, plood,
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broken arms. 1 seem to recall a prisoner one time that had a

gunshot wound, but it had been treated, and it was wrapped.

3 Q. Were you aware that the OGA mostly was
4 de:ainees.to Abu Ghraib and nct going through the normal
5 inprccessing prOCEAures, crezting what was known out there as
6 “the ghost detainees?" Were ycu aware of all of that?
7. A. I only became aware of it one time, and I ;ddressed 1c
8 immediately. They brought a detainee out tce Abu Ghraib, and
9 —is tre one who called the operations center from
10 ocu- ar Abu Ghraib. He said, "OGA is here. They want to drop
11 <chis prisoner off, and he's kea: up really bad. They said that
12 ne was caught in the crossfire. There doesn't seem to be any
13 oulle: wcunds, but he's really black and blue and everything,
14 ard they want tC leave him nere. And I don't want to take him.
15 T want "hem to take him." And it was a matter of three phone
16 calls, ;nd they took him away. They goct nim medical attention
17 and then they released him. I don't know, two days later, 24
18 hours latér, whatever iz was. But he was cleaned up, and then
19 they brought him back out. Bﬁ: br:inging prisoners out and
20 hading them? No.
2] But we did get a FRAGO one time that told us
22 specifically to hide a prisoner--or to not register him and to
196
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not allow the ICRC to see him, to know he was there, to move nim

2 around if we were going to get a visit from tne ICRC.
'3 Q. HWas thaﬁ prisoner detained at Abu Ghraib?
4 A. No, sBir. He was detained at Cropper.
5 C. At Abu Ghraib, did you ever get any such order?
6 L. To hide prisoners cut at Abu Ghraib? No, sir.
7 C. But at Abu Ghraib--well, were you aware at Abu Ghraib,
§ +hat, in fact, OGA were bringing out detainees and leaving them,
9 and they were being detained there without being put through the
10 rncrmal inproéessing?_ |
1] A. Wnc was telling them to--were they saying don't process
12 this guy? Is that what the story was? I do know, ncw, that we
13 had some third country natc-onals down at Bucca. There were
14 :Eree Saudy's that were dokn chere. And, I mean, we had others.
13 Wé had- we had. put when priscners were transferred
16 from Bucca up to Abu Ghraib in an attempt to close Bucca down,
17 evertually, they--the priséners that lefr Abu--that lefr Bucca
18 to be transferred, were all processed out of--what was in place
19 at the time was BAT fphcneti:] system. They processed them out
20 of the da;abase, and they sent a recorc up to Abu Ghraib. Now,
21 .;f it was a large transfer: 150, 120, whatever the number was;
22 they would give them a roster or--the database was maintained
23 dowr at Bucca, so they would coordirate by saying, you know,
197
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1 you'll see them show up on the roster tomorrow, sSo you don't

2 have to inprocess them when they get there. If the prisorers

3 were under the control of the MPs the whole time, it just saved
4 time. And, apparently, they included tkree Saudis in that one
5 transfer, and they were never inprocessed or in any database

6 down at Bucca or up at Abu Ghraib as a result of how that was--
7 that particular transfer was done. But I didn't know about it

8 at the time.

9 Q0. So, at the time, you didn't know that tnat was

12 C. None of your MP--none cI your--your battalion commande;
13 'O:_ or any cf those peoplé breught that to your
14" attention that that was occurring?

15 A. No, sir.

16 Q. VYou made frequent visits out there. Did you look at

17 <heir bcard of how they accounted for detainees?

18 A. And went thrcugh the processing line.

15 0. And went through the processing line?

20 A. Absolu:ely.

21 Q. Did you not ever see the poard lis:ing of OGA's jﬁst by

22 numbers?

23 A. No, sir. Never.
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3 ghost detéinees-there were 1n place at any one point in time?
4 A. I was not aware o: that, and it never showed up on the
5 detainee report.
6' DO: No. It wouldn't, because--they were ghosts.
7 WIT: But they never :ola me thgt they were holding
§ unknowns o2t there. |
9 D. Do you know anychipg about the dea;h_of the OGA ghost
10 detainee at Abu Ghreaik?
11 A. The only thing I krow 1s what I heard afterwards.
12 C. Wnen that occurred and the death occurred, dic anyone
13 from your MP commarnd call vou and tell you about “hat?
14 A. .'m crving not confuse what I know :hat—
15 now is alleging,‘but--—— o
16 O. I'm talking about wna: happened while you were there,
17 before all of this has now Come out.
18 A. They brought a detainee to the gate one night, and the
19 MPs refused them entrance. They called over <o the TOC and
20 spoke to —who‘ go.‘._ and the
2] detzinee that they were refusing entrance to was already
22 decezsed. But they refused to take him, and they left with him.
23 Rut the one that was inside? No.
199
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1 DO: I think we're getting close to the end of--
2 0. When did you first become aware of the abuses at Abu
3 éhraib? |
4 A. On the 13 of January.
5 Q. And how didvthat occur?
6 A. 1 was up at the MEK compound coming baék from a meeting
7 late at night. It was a‘ter twenty-three nundred. I opened my
8§ email, and my SIDPER. There wae an émail from—
9 so tha:t was an unusual email, so I opened it up. It said,
1) "Ma'am, I just want you to XNow I'fn going in tc brief General
11 Sar.c‘nez> or. the progress of tne investigation out at Abu Ghraib.
12 This is the allecation cf detainee akuse and the photographs."--
13 --
14 DC: Just to clar.fy, sir, she did already know about the
13 ICRC repcr:
16 bO Yes.
17 DC However, she did nc“: view that as abuse.
18 DO: Yes.
19 DC: The reasons have already been explained.
20 DO: I understand.
21 A. =----And I sent him cne line back. I said, "I don't
22  know what to say."
. 200
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19

And the next day I went down to ADu Ghraib. We were an

hour and about forty minutes away. We went down toO Abu Ghraib,

3  went ou: to the prison, and of course, all of the primary
4 players were all out of their positions, so I talkec to the
5 "second string" that was in there, and--"What's going on out
6 here?" |
7 And the NCO said to me, "We;l, ma‘am, what I'm doing
8 righ:.now is rewriting all of the SOPs, because they took all of
9 ours, so we doﬁ't have any references or anything, and I don't
10 even have a sign-out sheet, so I'm not letting any prisoners go
11 out."
12 A=d I said, "Why were they suspended from their jobs?"
13 And he saia, "Well, somecody said that there was some
14 pfisoner abuse. " |
15 I said, "1'm net, you know, I didn't read your rights
16 or anything. CIvm just try:ing te figure out where to start in
17 all of this." |
18 And he sa:d, "Ma'am, I don't know any more than what
19 I'm zelling you. They told us that.we were coming over here to
20 wprk. They asked us not :q'dlscuss it with anybody. Do not
21 speculate. And to go back in to detenticn operations, and
22  that's what we're doing."
-201
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.80 I said, "Let me have a look at the books. What

2 procedures are you following now? 1If somebody wants tc come and
3 get a'prisoner, what do you do? Ana if the MI want to take
4 somebody dﬁt for interrogation," those kind of things.
5 And went over to the cperations centerf to the TOC, and
6 pecple were not--I mean it was--I think there was a lot o
7 rumors flying around. Some were saying that they heard there
8 was going tc be a health and welfare, and, I mgan; ybu could
9 hear all of tha: rumbling.
10 I left, tried to put some of this together, asked in
11 the cps center, ycu know, "Give me when the units arrived out at
12 Abu Ghrait, who was out there, who had been working in the
13 different cell blocks," and they were asking what was going on,
14 énd some pecple were suspended out there. Did I know anything?
i35 And I szid, "1 xnow some things, but I don't want to talk akout.
16 it yet, because a few details is dangerous, and just get me some
17 inform.aAtior.." They dad, and then —ame out to
18 the TOC--my TOC, on the 23 of January, and showed me the
19 pictures. And, whatever I could have imagined on the 13%" when I
20 read that emaill, I never imagired what I saw in those
21 photograpns. Not even a worst-case scenario. And I looked at
22 about cthree of them, and I couldn't look at them anymore. And
202
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15
16

17

he insisted that I had to lock at them, because I had to get the
full picture. But it really made me sick.
1 went over to see General Sanchez and 1 tecld him that

I nhad seen the pictures and I would make a statement. I had a

lot cf credibility in tre Middle East, and I--from working with

the Iraqis'as closely as we were, I thought that it was
importanc. And I would make the statement in Arabic, in
English, zné he said, "Nc. Absolutely not. and if you have any
inguiries, you direct them to_ And he never
spoke tc me abcut--cther than that. He took the letter that he
had written and put his hand cn 1t like this [making a gesture
with ner right hand] and turned it arcund and pushed it that way
(gesturing away from herselll.

¢C. Why do ycu th'nk the wndividuals that were involved
took the phctos?

2. Wnen I first saw the phctographs, I couldn't 1magine‘
why. 1 mean; wnen 1 £irst saw them and I saw that they were
MPs- -excer: that I said--I nac a question ab_out—and one
c: the other male scldiers. ‘But I was particularly offended by
the expréssions on their faces,_ith
their thumbs up. I was jus:t cifended by that. I said, “ﬁhat--
what makes scmebody do thé:?" You commit a crame and then make

sure you capture it in a pactograph to make sure that people
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2  were--for lack of a better expression right now, souvenir
3 phctos. And I--T mean that--they understood that phctographing
4 prisoners was not acceptable, and I know they understood that,
5 pecause whenever we had congressional delegations or visitors
6 out there, they were very quick to say, no photographs.
7 Q. Weren': there signs?
8 A. Posted éverywhere. and the Geneva/Hague was posted
9 everywnere, and given to :hé pfisonérs in their language. So
10 they knew. But 1f there was somebcdy directing--setting up
11 photcgraphs for cfficial purposes, the official purpose being
12 use during interrogation, it would be very cempting--obviously
13 they gave in to the temptaticn, O slipvone of those digital
14 cameras cut of a pocke: and start taking pictures. Ard when--
15  when oﬁe of them cct away w:ith two or three of them without
16 reing s:oppedlby the official photographer or that team, tnen
17 twenty or thirty seemed like a great idea.
18 C. Do you have any infcrmation abouﬁ this cfficial team
19 that you're referring to? That you know that there was any such
20 official team?
21 A. No, sir.
22 Q. Tha:t's speculaticn on ycur part?
23 4. Pure speculation.
204
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1 DC: Hearsay.
2 DO: lWho's the hearsay from?

3 DC: . We've heard from some of the people that have been

4 accused.

5 CO: Who have you heard from?
6 DC: Their attorneys.
7 DO: Their attorneys told you that there were official

8§ photographs?

9 _ WIT: That the photographs were intended to be used for
10 interrogation. New arrivais. |

11 DC: I don't know if "officiel" is the right word, but we
12 had been told thaz----

13 D0: That they were taking, as opposed to another team of
14 MI personnel or other personnel?

15 DC: Let me clarify. The clarification is that we have
16 been told that there were photographs being taken for

17 interrogation purposes. I can't tell you that any of these

18 soldiers were directed to zake photographs for‘interrogatio:
19 purposes. That I do not know. Npr do I knoQ what the truth of
20 the statemen: that we jus:t made. Only that we had been told

21 that there was--there was an official purpose tehind taking

22 photographs for interrogatio-r.
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1 _po: And that information comes from the attorneys

2 representing those that are already charged?

3 DC: Charged. I can also zell you that I have been told by

4 the Staff Judge Advo;ate ar Fort Bragg, that none of the people
5 in the photographs, at least the ones that were made public,

6 were peing interrogated. So, therefor, there would be no reason
7 to have a photoéraph for i::errogatiqn purposes.

8 WIT: These were all old arrivals. The intent----

9 oC: Aga;n, I don't xﬁow :he_tru:h of the statement, I'm

10 only telling yocu what the staif Judge Advocate at Fort Bragg

11 told me.

12 ' DO: wWhere dicd he cget h:s :information from?
13 D-: He -—ells me--he sa:d he got his information from their
14 investigation out there. And I don't know the truth bf it, but

15 this was all in reference General Karpinski testifying at an

16 Article 32 investigation.

17 DO: Co you rememper the name cZ that SJA at Fort Bragg?
18 3C: Sir, I have nctes.
19 DQ: I'd like the name of the----
20 DC: I do know the name cZ the attorneys--of the
2] prosecutors.
22 "DO: Okey. I've got Iit.
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1 , Q. In your opinion, based on everything that you knew Zrom

the beginning of when you were there to the things that you have

9

3 learned sirce, what is ycur current opinion regarding what
4 happened at Abu Ghraib? What broke down? Who were the

5 responsible parties at Abu Ghraib?

6 £C: That led to the photographs-———

7 Q. That led to the abuses in the photographs?

8 A. Sir, I think that there waé a tremendous--1 know, not I
9 think-—this is fact. 1 know there was tremendous pressure being

10 placed on the 1nterrogaticn teams and on‘Coloﬁel Pappas,

1 espec1ally/ to get more sconer, to £ind %adaam, to--1 mean,

12 amongs: all of those pressures, there was never any pressure

13 exerted, to my knowledoe, te release prisoners. But, to get

14 .mofé sconer, and the real focus was finding Sadaam. And there
15 was a lot ocf--a lot cf conversaticn and a lot of Iragi press

16 with hopefulnéss of finding'Sadaam, and then people would be

17 convinced that they could come back to work, get underway witn
18 runn:ng their own country, and that k:nd of thing.  So that was
19 “he objectlye, and it wasn't enc:gh.. It wasn't fast enough. At
20 one time I asked Colonel Pappas--now this was before he took

21 over, but I asked him, "How many interrogation teams doc you

22 have?"
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1 And he said, "I have sixteen interrcgation teams, and

[0V

three df them are up at the MEK, two are at Anaconda." So, I
3 mean, Qith thousands of prisonersAand General Fast saying, you
4 know, put them»back in the box, you know, it delays the new

5 ones, it jumps the iine—-he said, "We don't have enough."

6 I said, "Well, it's no: like the school is so easy to

7 get through. You know, you don't run them through in two weeks

8 and bring them over nere."

9 And he said, "Trere aren't enough in the Army. So we
10 have to werk on releases and housirg." And he said, "Now
11 they're starting to put pressure on me about rhe MEK, and I'm
127 not even up there like T am at Abu Ghraib." He was under

13 tremendous pressure to ge: more and get Detter and ge:t faster.

14 cC. Didlhe tell you frecm whom that pressure was coming?
13 A. He said that General Fast was pressuring him.

16 Q. Anybody else?

17 A. He didn't say specif:ically, but he did get keat up

18 routinely by General Sarchez.

19 Q. How do you knrnew that?
20 A. I saw him come out of -here several times, and we had
21 this communication between us. He weould talk about time with

22 sanchez peing like a root canal. One time I saw him, he came

23  rolding the side of his head. I said, "Bad?*
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3 Q. étaying with the pressure, did you ever speak with

4 General Fast aboﬁ: a pressure being exerted on Colonel Pappas

5 .and Abu Chraib personnel?

6 A. I did rnot talk to her .about Colonel Pappas,

7 specifically, because I didn't want to create a difficulc

8 situation between the two of them, but I talked about the

9 rpressure out at Abu Ghraib, and the facility was never designéd 
10 to be a large detention fac.lity, ever. And, you know, the way
11 ha- the cond:tions were goinc, and growing population and the
12 ineffec-ive release boards, I sa:d al: of them are conztributing
13 teo--you know, we're so close to the tine of being in violation
14 of humane tcreatment of detainees out there, that, you know, they
15 could have mud--and not only that, but the rain washed away the
16 top leve. of the soil, and i1t exposed the more rocks, the more
17 pieces of glass--it was on & landfill. So we had concerns about
18 the safery of the MP;) about is it. practical--what T said to rer
19 was, "Is it practical o use ten 1::errogatloh ceams for

20 trousands of prisoners?”

21 D. D:d you ever have a conversation with General Sanchez
22 aboutithe interrogation pressures at Abu Ghréib?

23 A. No, sir.
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Q. That was part of your answer relative to what was the

2 cause éf,the abuses that occurred at Abu Ghraib. §So pressure
3 was one. Are there other reasons?
4 A. They were short people. They were short personnel like
5 we were. We were--it was an enduring camp. It was in the
6 middle of a hostile fire zone, so the shortage of people becomes
7 very pronounced  when you nave contractors and contract work
8 goinc cn outc there, every one of those peosle has to be clearecd
0 before they can come orn to the rnstallation, every vehicle has
10 to be examined. They got dogs to use--sniffer dogs for
11 vehicles. I kelieved tha: :that's what they were out there Zor.
12 That's where I saw them. I never saw them &round prisoners or
13 any:hing. So they were shor:z people to do what they needed to
14° dc. There was this looming mission up at the MEK'that was nct
15 going zc be geing away. Ncbody seemed to be concerned about the
16 real intelligence value of wha: they were giving us.
17 Let ﬁe just give you a for example on thkat very
18 quickly,--on Fridays, seven, e_even, fourteen buses of Iranians
19 would come across the border to visit some of their relatives at
20 the MEK compound. Nobody stopped them on the border. Very
21  often they didn't get into the MEK ccmpouﬁd, but it was a
22 orivilege, because they wefen': prisoners. They were just
23 barely detainees, if you want to call them that, but they were
210
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1 entitled to have visitation. 3ut they had to be cleared,

2 scometimes they weren't :leafed, so they had to wait outside the
3 gate, but -the fact that the Iranian border was so wide open, it
4 seems like it would have been a very big concern, but they kirna
5 of dismissed it. "They" being General Fast and the task force
6 that was assembled, led by Geﬁeral Sergeant, for the MEK

7 rmission. And--personnel resources, couldn't ge: prisoner

8 uniforms still, under pressure from éeneral Miller to get that

9 new compound stcod up, the cne that is now called Redemption, I
10  trink, out there at Abu Ghréib. | |
11 C. General Miller? Okzy. You've lost me, now, because

12 General Miller left the ccuntry in September, and he goes back

13 +<c Guantanamo Bay.

14 . A. Right.

15 C. Sc when did he start exerting pressure?

16 A. Well, he was follcwing up con Zhe development or the

17 erhancement of the inzerrcgation eflorts.

18 €. Even from Guantanamd BRay?

19 A. Even from Guantanamo Bay. Now, he never called me, bu:
20 chat's what they were saying,-whe:her iz was in the release

21 review board or jusﬁ in conversation with Fappeas or“or
22  any of them. They said that, ycu know, he is following up and

23  he is pursuing their progress. That's why--rhe had discovered
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wh

16

17

18

19

very early on that getting connexes shipped down from Turkey and

Cordan was not going to work, and he was talking about

airlifting them in. And, I mean, I did--I just felt sorry for
Colonel Paépas, because, you know, it was--it was a losing
situation.

O. How about individual responsibilities as far as

individuals are concerned, who was responsible for what happened

down at Abu Ghraib?
A. Well, certainly, “he MPs belonged to me, sir. And, for ‘

whatever reason, tney didn't come and tell me. I didn't know.

Q. Who else?

A. The battalion commanders. —
operations cen‘ter,— rhe company commander of the

372", They lived--the soldiers lived in the same area. 1 mean,
the company was in one parcicular area out there. They had
several d-fferent groups. If soldiers who slept next to these
guys aﬁd ate with these guysland showered with these guys didn't
know anythning about it, then you start to move up the chain-of-

command and understand how it is rossible. When--if _

_knew, as you indica-ed earlier, that he knew about

the ICRC report cr whatever, c:~ did, they knew that

they .cou2ld tell me. And they knew that I would have been
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screamingvlouder than anybedy else. I don't think that that's

whey they didn't tell me. I don't know why they didn't zell me.
3 DC: Sir, let me just addé to that, we worked under the
4 assumption, until the news papers reported_
§ gratement about what his knowledge, we worked on‘the assumption
6 that no cfficefs were aware éf trhis. And that was the
7 assumption that we had worked under. Obviously, that's a false
8 assumption.
9 DO: iThat‘s why asked, based on everything you know.
10 DC: We don't have an explanation for why we weren't tolc.
>'11 0. How about outside of the MP community? Who do you
12 believe were responsible parties? Was MI or both of you?
13 7. General Fas- certa:.n.y knew about all of this.
14 Q. Now, what do you wean by that?
15 A. She was with General Miller when General Miller was----
16 C. Bu:.do you specifi:cally mean that you think she knew
17 the abuses were occurring?
18 L. No. 1 can't speculate abcut ﬁhat, and I wouldn't. But
19 what I mean is she was Zikely aware.of one of zhe techniques to
20 break rew arrivals soconer was showing them a photograph of
21 l:kely scenarios that could become your fate unless you
22 cooperate.
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Q. So you have no direct knowledge?

A. No, I do not. But I do know that General Fast was out

2
3 there, that she was visiting the ICE facility often. I know
4 that General Sanchez was out there and visited Abu Ghraib very
5 often. Especially----
6 Q. Do you kriow how many times?
7 A. In one mornth--or after they took control of the
8 compound, 1n one week he was there three times--or in the course
9 o©of ten days he was there threse times. Tha:'é often for one MI
10 brigade ou: at Abu Ghraib when vou're the commander of the whcle
11 theater.
12 Q. So that three times within ten days, what month was
137 zhaz?
14 A. November. T know that--at least in my mind, everything
15 that was taking place cut at Abu Ghraib, at least the progress,
16 seemed to be falling in line with the plan :hap General Miller
17 made reference to. Thza: was my percep:ionf I do know zhat the-
18 ---
19 DC: And by that, she means the "GITMOtizing" of Abu
20 Grraib, whatever tha: means.
21 A.  ----I don't think that the--even though all soldiers
22 know akbout Geneva/Hague arnd fair treatment and humane treatment
23  and everything, the combinatiorn of the environment, the mortar
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fire, the constant threat, the same unit zhat lost two MI
scldiers to mortar rounds, maybe they were--had an even Stronger

motivation to get actiornable intellicence to find out wnio these-

3

4 .-whefe Sadaam was--"How do we end this nightmare?"

5 Q. You have mentioned in statements to the press, Doctor

6 Cambone as being somecne that I believe you said had some

7 responsitility. Can you explain to me how you believe he has

8§ responsibility and if you have any specific knowledge about his

9 involvement? |
10 A. - didn't even know who Cambone was. Ceolonel Pappas and
1l General Fast mentioned one zime that it was a message that came
12 frcm Cambone. That was the cniy zTime I ever heard his name

13 menticned. They were zalking zbout something to do with

14 ;n:erroga:ion. I don': hnﬁw what the conrection was. All I

15 know--and then when I saw nim testifying, I said, that's the guy
16 that they mentioned that time. I couldn't find any documents or
17 any notes to myself that made mention of that. Because, I knew
18 he wasn‘'t in Irag, so he reailly didnﬂt make a difference to me.
19 RC: Ma'am, th often did you meet with General Fast?

20 Because :hfoughout the whole thing, you were talking about

2]  several time you talked zc her about this, about that, about

22  whatever.
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WIT: I never met with her. But I saw her at the review

2 and release boards.
3 RC: And that's the only time you would actually speak tc
4 her was during the release boards?
S WIT: Well, I mean, there would be cccasions, like she cane
6 out to Abu Ghraib to dc the briefing or te bring_ out
7  there. And that was in Novemter, and we believe that it was
8 Dbefore the handg{;n incident. But she, during the briefing,
9 ~said, "Well, looking at the numbers up here,"
10 that_was priefing, "looking at the numbers up
11  here, it looks like you're a.reaay overcrowded." And_
12 “gave the affrrmacicrn cn thac, and he said, "So what '
13 are you do:ng--" he turned to Gereral Fast, and he said, "What
14" are you doing about it?" .
15 And she said, "Well, we have ancother camp, ard it's
16 just about to be open in another day c©r twc, and that's going to
17 be fer fif-een hundred." And I was shocked by that. I figured,
18 well, okay. You know, this is another thing_that I didn't know.
19 and I asked Colone. Pappas after the briefing was over,
20 before he could escape, "1 said, where is that other facility?
21 1 want to go -ake a locok at it, Dbecause I.dsn't need to go. with
22 yecu walking the grounds.”
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1 He said, "Ma'am, we haven't even sited it yet. We

o

haven't even broken the ground."

3 ' i said, "So would you be opening that in two or three
4 days?"

5 - He said, "No, ma'am. She just made a mistake."

6 But 1t was an in—prcmpt-ton-I saw her cften over ak

7  the CJTF7. She might ask me a question. In that particular

8 case, Colornel Papras was wélking out of her office, and she maae
9 tha: comment to him abou:t sbme:hing do with Cambone and then the
10 res- cf us went in and sat down Zor the release board.

11 DC: Sir, we have been civen :nfcrmation that the Iraqi
survey group, whose origina. missicn was WV [phonezic], was

13  heavily involved in interrcgat:on techniques and getting

14 iﬁforma-ion or. the whefeab:u:s of Sadaam Hussein and/or anybudy‘
15 who was involved in the killing of Americans, and that they

16 claimed that they repcrted airectly to IJcctor Cambone. Again,
17 the truth of these statements, we GCn't Know.

18 DO: Okay. Who gave you that information?

19 DC: I don't know if I carn tell you, sir, pbut I will ask
20 the people if I can tell ycu. It's informatlon gained through

21 attorney/client privilege.

22 ‘'DO: They're your clients?
23 CC: Scme of the pecple----
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1 DO: How many clients do you have?

2 ‘ DC: I actually have more clients than anybody in the whoie
3 fegion. I think I'm up to apout forty. But, in part oI that,

4 my team has over two hundred clients, so I'm aware of what goes
S5 on with all of the other allegations with all of the other

6 clients that my team represents. I can just say that this-is

7 what we've been told. Acgain, I have no idea if any of it is

8 true or not pecause--I don':t Kknow. Aﬁd I'm supposed to meet

9 with the person nex: week who.is éupposed to £ill me in on that
10 informa:cion. |

1] DO: Okay. Well, we're dbviously interested in anything
relating to Abu Ghraib's military intelligence operatiocns and

13 any connec:tions that ycur sources may have that would relate to
14 allegations that have been made.

15 DC: Like I said, I dorn't know if any of it is true or no:t.
16 The oiher thing that I would--and this is just conversations

17 that me and Generzl Karplnsk;:have had, that we believe that the
18 morale and conditions at Abu Ghraib sort of led into what I

19  wculd call a fraternity type of a:tmosphere, or I'll call it

20 hazing of the detainees. Some of these pictures really do look
21 like college fraternity hazings, as opposed to--the images you
22 might see cn TV, as opposed =0 whar professional soldiers should

23  be doing.
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3
4 not there. I'm looking at these photograpns and it looks like
5 they're having fun. .
~A
6 DO: There's been some :alk and allegations regarding
7 liguor being present at Abu Ghraib.
8 Q. Do you have any direct knowiedge of any liguor being--?
9 A. I do--the only direct knowledge I have is not really
10 direct. It's from a guy by the name of—who was the
1] chief contractor for U.S. ccntractors out there for services for
12 ~he detention operations: Zood services, running wéter, that
13 kind cI thing. And he had a scid.er ask him one time to bring
14 sbme peer cut, and he ‘sald,é "Nc. Absoclutely not." Ané then he
15 repcrted it to me. He wouldrn't tell me who the soldier was, but.
16 I made sure tha:_was aware of that, and he
17 ‘saj..d that they did--£first sergeant and sergeant major did health
18 =and welfare inspecticons or when they waiked through the billets,
19 they weren'; afraid to open boxes, fbo:lockers, or anything that
20 d;dn‘t nave a lock on it. They Jjust didn't see any evidence of
21 it
219
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] Q. Did you have any knowledge that drinking was &

|38 ]

significant problem out at Abu Ghraib by either MI soldiers cr

3 MP personnel?

4 A. No. There was a unit that showed up out there that was

a RAOC unit. I believe they were a National Guard unit. They

W

6 came scmetime in November and thcught that they were going to be
7 working fcr the 800%™ Mp Brigade, and then ended up working for--

8 but that incidernt didn't take place at Abu Ghraib.

-
1

9 Q. 'was a drinking incident?

. :
t was. Iz was in Irac, but it was at their previous

(X

10 A.

11 locatior, whatever iz was. You know, and when there isn't any
12 alcohol zround anywhere in Irag--I mean, you couldvcer:ainly get
13 it from the Eadjis [phcocnetiz] or whatever, kut when nobody ais

14 drinking and'you're no: accus:tom to smelling alcohol, not that
15 you would anyway--I just seemed to be very sensitive to it. I
16 could detect it. And I askec my brigade surgeon one tihe did I
17 smell alcohol, anc he did. He sa:d he had a cold and he had hac
18§ some Nyquil shipped 1in from the states and that that's all it

19  was. But I was never aware cI any drinking or consumption of

20  alcohoi. We had a problem down at Bucca with it, but--.

21 DC: Sixr, 1'd like to add--I'm not sure how it plays into

22 anything that you're doinc, but in terms of at least one of the

23 soldiers involved in these pictures, and that's_ as
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ar -as General Karpinski is ccrncerne

And you're aware :ha“ﬁas already received an

10 Article 15----

11 WIT: And was reduced from Specialist to PFC.

12 DO: That might have beer .. The reports, but I wasn't

13 specifically aware of 1t as we Sit ~ere now.

14 . WIT: We had a detainee--sorry. He was not a--He was

15 Titan--hired under Titan. And nhe was at Bucca as an EPW and

16 <“ormer member of the Iragi Republican Guard. And the regulation
17 is very clear about hiring former EPWs. Especially around U.S.
18 operations or fcod or like an admiristrative office or anything.
19 And he ended up being hired by T*ﬁan, and he was out at Abu

20 Ghraib, working as a translatcr. And I asked him where did he

21 come from, and he said that he knew all of the MPs down at

22  Bucca.
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1 I said, "Were you from that area?" I was trying to
2 make the connection.

3 " Then he told me, no, that he was a prisoner. So I

4 asked what is he doing up here. You know the regulations-—Titan
5 hired him. So I asked~ [proneticl,

6 to call Titan and find out what his file said, because then we

7  could get rad of him for lying cn an application. They said

8 they had no file.on him and that he was hired on somebody's

9 recommerdation down at Bucca. Anc we couldn't get rid of him.
10 I went to —he MI people and asked them to--actually, I went to
11 cne of the guys that was frcm OGA, and I asked them if they

12  would put him on the polygrapn, - they would interview him, and
13 bhe sai¢ they would. They never ci1d get around to‘doing it, but

14 I cculdn':t get rid of this guy. I thouyght we had him gcne one

15 +ime, according to~[phonetic], and the next
16 time I was out at Abu Ghraib, there he is. Called him—

17 the Pirate," because he converted to Christianity when he was

18 down at Bucca. Here's a former Iragi ﬁepﬁbllcan Guard, former
19 EPW, and now you're going to convince mwe that you've converted
20 | to Christianity and now you'ré interested in us? The MI pecple

2] kept using him as an interrogatcr.

M

ACLU-RDI 659 p.220 . AG0000220
DOD 000308



1 Q. As an interpreter?

2 A. - Interpreter. Sorry. And then--I'm just trying to

3 cover sdmé of tﬁe other things that I thought maybe you: might
4 have queétions about it.

5 O. Was that an interpreter in interrogations or an

6 interpreter in what we call cat 1, which wculd be a non-cleared

7 interpreter?

8 A. He was supposecd to be.
9 » ¢. A cat 17
10 A. A cat 1.
11 C. & non-cleared interpreter?

12 A. Right. But they were using him because he spoke

13  English.

14 C. They were usinc him in interrogaticns anyway?

13 A. [The deponent indicated an affirmative response.] And
16 the other thing that seemed to be a subject of interest last

17 week, and that's the only reason I'm going tO mention it

18 briefly: I was escorting Genéral Delong {phchetic] and his

19 roup when they were going through Irag. He was getting ready
20 to ready. He was a four-star frcm SENTCOM. I think he was the
21 deputy--he was a Marine fcur-star. . And he went cover to--we went
22  rtowards the task force. So we stopped there. They had an

23  interrogation underway. Ee wanted to go back and see 1it. He
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1 asked me if I wanted to go back, and I said, no, I weculd stay in

t

the foyer-type of area of this one building. There were these

chree guys that were there chat were in--one of them had DCU

w

4 pants on, two had blue jeans oo, and t-shirts. And they said,

5 n"pow. A female general officer. Ycu know, how is that?"

6 and I said, "It's a log of fun. 1It's really

7 interesting. What are you guys doing here?"

8 And zhe guy that was sitting Up on the counzer--like a

9 counter-level thing----
10 Q. This was at Aru Ghraib?

11 A Tris was Task Force 121. You're just focusing on Abu

13 0. Yes. But I'll near--I've made other reports about

14 other arsas, so what do you have tc tell me about Task Force

15 1217

16 A. Well, this parti ulér individual, I said, "What are you
17 doing here® Are you an 1nterpreter?”

18 and he said, "Well, I dc some interpretation, because I
19 speak several differen:z languages, but I'm really

20 interrogations."

21 ind - said, "Are you f{rom Iraq? Are you a Kuwaiti?"

22 He was clearly from the Middle East.

23 Anc¢ he said, "No. I'm neither. I'm an Israeli."

224
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2 I was amazed at how much we look alike.

3 pecple in

T said, "I visited your country a couple of years age.

T mean there's a lot of

the cities -—hat are speaking English.”

He said, "Yes. We're not terrible people." And that

5 seemed to be a subject of interest.

6 Q.
7 Irag and
8 A.

9 Q.

"I'm a memoer of

Cid he ever tell you what he was specifically doing in

who he was working for?
He did not. And I didn't ask him.

Lid he say, "I'm an Israeli citizen," or did he say,
~he Israel. Intelligence Agency?"

He said--when I asked him if he was a Kuwaiti

11 A. No, sir.

12 or an Iragi, he sa:id, "Nexther. 1I'm an Israeli."'

13 C. So you took tha: tc be citizenship?

14 2. - did. He lookec like and Israeli back when he said
15 that.

16 C. And.that was a- Task Force 121. And what time period
17 was that?

18 4. VWhen General Delonz [phcnetic] came to visit cn his----
19 Q. Can you tell me wha: mcnth?

20 A August, September.

21 Q. -August, September timeframe?

22 A Probably late August. I have his wvisit written in my
23  bpooks.
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1 Q. 1If we could just go back for a second to the cother

o

incident you told me about, which was that cat 1 interpreter
3 that you believed was being used in interrogations. Did you
4 actually see him in the interrogation booth?

5 A. I did not: ‘T d4id not.

6 Q. How do you know tha: hé was being used in

7 interrogaticns?

-

8 A. 1 saw him over at the ICE facility with some of the

9 pecple that worked for—and I said to her--when I

"

10 saw him there, I said, "You xnow, that guy used to be an EPW.

11 : And she turned arcund and she lcoked up, and she said,
12 "He's nct--he doesn't have access to anything."
13 I said, "He's suprosed to be controlled and just doing

14 translatlon.J

15 She said, "I don't know how they're using him."
16 But, to be in the ICE facility alone, you needed
17  clearances, and there ne was.

18 [The deposition recessed at 1951, 18 July 2004.)

19 [Tne deposition was called tc .crder 1957, 18 July 2004.]
20 Questions by the deposition officer (continued):

21 DO: I have a couple of follow-up guestions, and then we'll

22  end this by asking whatever It is that you'd like to add.
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1 Q. Were you personally aware cof what interrogators were
7 allowed to do and what they were not allowed to do as part of
3 their mission?
4 A. 1 was not . 1 did see an interrogation one time when
5§ the interrogation facility_first opened, and they said
6 that they were about tc get an interrogation underway. I went
7  into the hallway and watched it Irom the one-way mirror. It
8 looked perfectly normal.
Y Q. But. no one ever talked TO you or gave you any
10 instructicns reiative to these are the lanes ct road, this is
1 -re extent cf what an interrcgator can or cannot do?
12 A. Absolutely not.
13 2. FEow about your MPs? Were they aware of what Ml could
14 and could not do?
15 A. There was some rules for interrogation that were posted
16 in the ;ellblock, in -he.r office--their admin place where they
17 signed priscners in and cut and check on--keep the records and
18 everything. It was'like z- admir room, and there were the rules
19 for interrcgation posted there.
20 0. “But those were fcr MI personnel?
21 A. They were. PBut no rules for the MPs.
22 :Q. No rules. They didn't tell the MPs what to do?
23 A. No..
227
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3
4 A. Absolutely. I zhink one of the big lessons from this
5 should be how do we make that lash up better. The MI people
6 nave to understand the different mindset of an MP--particulé:ly
7 incterrogation operations. That they--they have rules. And if
8 interrogation gives them permission to operate outside chose
9 rules, that's their lane, but the MPs are no longer going to be
10 involved unless they are trained with the interrogations teams
11 at the MI schocl.
12 Q. Are you Zamiliar with sleep management methods that
13 were occurring in Abu 3nraib?
14 2. I did not know tha:t they were--I know that one of the
15 interrogation technigues that they were using was sleep
16 depr:vaticn, but = dign't know that they were using them in any
17 of the cellblocks. They had a regular regimen for when lights
18 wen:t out, and sleerp, and--there was alQays chatter afterwards,
19 burt that was in the general pop;la:ion compounds.
2(5 {END OF PAGE]
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‘Q. Did any of your MPs ever come to you and tell you about

2 what methods MI were using--were instructing them, the MPs, to
3 use as'té how to keep detainees awake?
4 A. No, sir. I am aware that one night they finished the
5 _interrcgation at interrogation facility—and the
6 interrogation people did not want to escort the detainee back to
7 Vigilant, so they called the MPs to escort the prisoner back to
8 Vigilant. Iz was late at night, and one of the MPs on duty that
9 Am.ghc was a female, and she didn't feel comfortable with that
10 responsibilizy. And that was not a responsibility--the
11 interrcgators were supposec to pick them up at one point and
12 return them -o that point. So this was an exception. Buc_
13 ‘phone:ic], who was t~he X0 ouz there, went to Colonel
14 Pappas and told him, "We're not doing tha:t anymore," because
15 it's almost like mixing zpples &nd oranges at that point.
16 C. Do you know whouwas?
17 A.
18 Q.
19 A.
20 Q. You're no:t aware that ne was tThe capzain that was in
21 charce of the militzary policé personnel within the 1A and 1B
22 section? 1Irn other words,—and the sergeant
229
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] that was in the daytime-phonetic]? They were part of

2 his responsibility?

3 WIT: Was Le an M2?

4 ‘DC: Yes.

5 WIT: 1In one of my battalions?

6 DO: Yes. )

7 | A. I might recogn:ze nim by sight.

8 DO: He was in the 372%° MP Company, as I recall.

9‘ WIT: CDoing--he had the platoon down--that was left behind

10 with the rmul-inationals. He came up late.
11 DO2: I don't know when ne came out. I Jjust know that he
|2  was there--as an example, I know he was there during the Iragi

13 shooting incident. When, exac:tlw, he arrived on site, 1 do not

14 krnow.
15 WIT: I might know him by sigh:, but I knew (.

I6 as the ccmpany commander fcr the 3727,

17 Q. Right. And~:ompany had responsibili:y,

>

18 as I understcod 1:, for the narc sl:e-

19 A. Right.
20 C. “was-a member of that company, also.
21 I'm no:z sure when he arrived at Abu Ghraib, but he was also a

22 membe;' of that and had responsibility for the 1A and 1B area.

23 A. I was no: aware of that, and I never saw him----

230
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'C. You never saw him when you went down to all of those

2 areas?
3 A. No, sir.
4 Q. You never had any discussions about what was going on--
5 --
6 A. The name isn't even‘familiar to me. What General
7  Sanchez, in his letter, what he ordered me toO do was to evaluate
8 the chain-cf-command, and----
9 N0: He was missing within all of that chain that was----
10 WIT: Nocbody ever men-icned his name, either. 1 even asked
11  every one of them, "Is there ar.ybody else that I should talk
12 te?" Nobody ever menticneld Nis hame. But, visually, I might
12 recognize him.
14 D0: I don't have ary further guestions. I believe that
15 vyou have some additional ccmments that you-QI‘m sorry. Did you-
16 -did exzther df you----
17 RC: No, sir.
18 LA No, sir
19 WIT: I just wanted to make two, I ~hink they'll be brief,
20 comments. One was, you, know, because I think there's millions
21 of lessons to be learned in all of this, but—
22 was a smar- guy, but he was not a leader. He was selected for
93  command of that battalion py my predecessor. Whatever the
231
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reason was, the battalion commander was not deployable, and

General Hill asked~if he wanted to be a

2
3 battalion commander so he filled the position. He was not an
4 MP. He wés an engineer, and he commanded an engineer fire truck
5 company as a captaiﬁ for, if I recall correctly, seventeen
6 monchs, and that was his only command experienﬁe. He had worked
7 . with civii affairs, and decided in tne course of assignment
8 possikilities that taking che ccurse :-o gualify as an MP, the
9 correspondence course would be & good idea. So, I don't know
10 wha: his lash up was w:th General Hill or how they knew each
11 oﬁher, but that's how he was selected for that position, anc I
12 dor't thirk he had the tackgarcund or the experience, &nd
13 cer-ainly nct any knowledge tO pe an effective battalion
14 commander. I dadn't know that, because General Hill spoke very
15 hiéhly of him. AnC when ne briefed me--like I said, he was not
16 a very effective briefer, dut that was very early on-right after
17 1 took--or was just apbout to take command.
18 And the other thing that I wanted to mention was that I
19 think that there was some--1I don'c even wan:t to go so far as to
20 say that it looked like {- was intenticnal, but I asked Colonel
21 Pappas cne time, and this was very early on when we were gett.ng
27  more numbers of--it was principally soldiers wno were doing- -
23  military 1nteliigence soldiers that were doiIng the
232
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interrogation. We dian't have--and if they had civilians it was
;ranslator--interprecers. And I asked Colonel Pappas how dic
this work at other locations, you Know. Cou-d they get people
released, ér--and he said, "I've never worked interrogaticn
tefore."

And I said, "Never?"

He said, "No, ma'am. - was doing strategic

intelligence worx, and I was'a tactical intel commander. I've

never worked interrcgations befcre. I'm relying on—

and their experience and the nterrogators, ycu know, because

“hey're really good and they're Vvery well trained."

12 And I wculd hcpe that he wasn't put there because of
13 tha=. I wculd hope tha: there wasn't any plans to exploit
14 professional weaknesses, irncluding my own or battalion
15 comm;nders. I would hope, and there doesn't appear LO be any
16 information, so far, chas--MpPs were not specifically selected
17 because in their security clearance file it said that <hey might
18 have a propensity to something. 1 do believe that people,
19 interrcgators, were SO COnvincing thas they did exploit an
20 cpportunity to get rhe military pclice personnel to agree to do
21 this. 3imply by saying, "The more information we get, the mcre
22 priscners get out of here, ard the sooner you can go home. And
233
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1 this is your ticket out of here." It was a carrot used in a lot

(3]

of different sicuations.

3 ‘Down act CPA,“told me that if I gave nim

4 a company to work down at CPA, thaz was my ticket out of there,

bu- otherwise we were going to be there for years. I said, "I'm

W

6 not going to give you & COmDany, sir. I don't have a company to

7 jve you. You can hire people to do the wcrk in the ministry cf
g Y )

8§ “ustice. I'm not going to use MPs to do that." .Well, ne lef<;
9 we stayed. I think there was rroken parts.
10 DO: Well, you've caugnt my .nterest with a number of those

11 comments. The first being +he assignment of military police
personnel. You were suggesting some pre-arranged'plan or. the
13  selection of those mii:itary police personnel for this

14 assignment.

15 C. I heard from whe:t you crated a "propensity" for <he

16 ones selectéd to be concrolled or manipulated at some poirz. Is
17 that wnat you're suggest:ing?

18 . That's what I'm suggesting.‘

19 Q. _And wnat leads you to beiieve ~hat there was that cype

20 of process actually used? "Who do you believe did that?
21 A. . Well, there's other possikilities, but they all focus

72 on the same conclusion. How do you end up with seven soldier

23 assigned to a company that were successful and in compliance, to
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the best of cur knowledge, for mcnths when they were deployed in
Ad Diwaniaah--and then they come up to Abu Ghraib, they take

over a mission, following a visit by Major General Miller whc

3
4 obviously has a plan of some sor: to exnhance actionakle
5 intelligence at Abu Ghraib in his "GITMOizing" Abu Ghraib
6 efforcs, and you take those techniques and thése ideas and those
7 plans, and you put these in the hands of relatively--
8§ comparatively, not relatively, but comparatiyely iﬁexperienced
9 interrogation teams, under far less supervision than what
10 General Miller would have Guantanaro Bay, and it's like a powder
11 keg. And you apply press.re tC The person responsibie for
12 applying thcse technigues. In this case, Colonel rappas,
13 perhaps. And you keep him under pressure, and ne is trying to
14 ge: more, faster, sooner, Deiter, and--a ciear and critical step
15 in tris is finding MPs who w:ll be cocperative. So if you're.
16 not telling them, "This is your only ticket out of here," or
17 ycu're nct telling tkem, "You talk about this outside of this
18 cellblcck, and you have compremised national intelligence,” or
19 vyou zell them, that, "Lock, Sec:e:ary Rumsfeld sicned this
20 le-ter," now tney don't know :f that's his signature or not,
21  but, "Secretary Rumsfeld siéned this letter. We have h:Is
22  authority," or you tell them, "We know what your record is in
23 your civilian job, and we will take everything away from you."
235
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How did a guy lik er over there? A truck driver.

.2  Because they knew he hac an affair at some point with a married
3 woman. I don't know. Whc would have access toO their security
4 clearance data? " That would be the MI people. Did they gec to
5 . the database and say, "These are the people we have in the 372™.
6 Who are the ones we would like to assign IO this kind of
7 orperatior? Who are the ones we C&n _convince they need to keep
8 their mouths shut?" Everybody
9 knew That.

10 DC: She go:z an Article 15 for it.

11 A -u: mean, these guys
12 are respcnsible soldiers--cr they were. What made them go
13 wrong? I mean, tha-'s zhe mi.licn dollar guestion, cbviously.
14 DC: It's one ci them. But you're theory--you're
15 sugcesting a theory, here----

16 DZ: A hypothesis.

17 DO: Your hypotnesis suggesis that when various MP
18 cersonnel, such as_sa;d that they were the ones
19 <hat ass:-gned the military police perscrnnel. They were the onesb
20 that chose who would mar that facility, and they did that based
21 on civilian experience, because.and—had
22 civiliarn experience. So that's wihy they--I'm nct sure if it was
23 nimself or the sergeant uncex made the selecticn of
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2
3 WIT: Unless somebody said to-knowing that there
4 were two of that selecticn that had years of experience ir a
5 civilian facility, said that is one of the likeiy fills fer--:
6 mean, when ycu hedge the bet.
7 D0: General, I hear your hypothesis, but I have to tell
8 you, zfter tne ﬁery signif.cant investigation involving a lct of
9 people and thousands cf dircumentcs, I see no indication of that
10 kind of a conspiracy c=I hyccrhesis.
11 D-. S:ir, cbviously, ycu have access to a lot more
12 informaticn than we do.
13. oO: I do.
14 C. Oxay. Are there any cther points CT issues that you
15  would like to make?
16 A. 1 can't think of any right now.
17 DC: Tnere is cne conc.uding point. This is still an open
18 and a--1ve investigation. It s not :ldsedf I do not actually
19 even know wher it will be closed. We zrticipate presenting a
20 report scmetime this coming -week tc Genera- Kern. That's very
21 tenuous, because General Jornes has tO coﬁplete his furthér
22 inguiries into other individuals at higher levels, and, in fact,
23 it st:11 has to go through a legal rev.ew. As & result of that
237
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1 legal review, it's frequent that lawyers look and say, "Well,

(g8 ]

you've got to gc back and ask this person this question." I

3 have t§ give you the same orcer I am giving everyone that I aave
4 interviewed, and that's well over one hundrec¢ ané fifty people.
5 and -hat order is: You are no: to discuss what I have asked

6 you, today, or any of the specifics of what I have ;sked yon

7 today with anyone outside cf this room, except for your

8§ attorney.

9 A WIT: Yes, sir.

10 DO: You can tell people that I have interviewed you, but

-

11 «crat's wrere it has to stop. And that's an order.

12 WIT: Yes, sir.

13 LO: 1Is there anything that ycu don't understand abcut that
14 crcer?

15 WIT: No, sir

16 DO: Counselor, is there anything you don't understand

17 akout tha: crcer?

18 DC: No, sir.

19 DO: The same orcer appl:ies to yeu, ccunselcr. Do you
20 uncerstanc ;hat order?

21 CC: Yes, sir.

238
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1 _WIT: Sir, do you want me to get in touch with Major

2 -up at the 800%™ MF Brigade for those--? You'll do that?
3 bo: No. We'll do that. If we need your further help and

4 assistance--I appreciate your help. But we'll get a hold cf him

5 for that for those records.ﬁi_Alright. Unless there are any

6 further questions? |

ir.

7 LA: No,

0n

8 (The depcsition closed at 2014, 18 July 2004.]

9 , _ [END OF PAGE]
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