ARMED FORCES INSTITUTE OF PATHOLOGY
Office of the Armed Forees Medical Examiner
1413 Research Blvd . Bldg. 102
Rockville. M1 20850
1-800-944-701 2

AUTOPSY EXAMINATION REPORT

Name: Sweidan. Adnan Mukhlel Swedan — Autopsy qu:“_.fiiliﬁi

ISN: |(P)(6) AV No.; | (0)(6)

Date of Birth: Upknown Rank: Not Applicable

Date of Death: (B)(6) 2005 Place of Death: Theater Internment Facility,
Camp Boceca. lrag

Date of Autopsy: 22 MAY 2005 Plaee ul Autopsy: Port Morluary.

Date of Report: 14 JUL 2005 Pover Air FForee Base, Dover, DI:

Circumstances of Death: This [ragi detainee presented with dilliculty breathing 6 weeks
afler a sub-total thyroidectomy.

Authorization for Autopsy: Oflice ol the Armed Forees Medical Fxaminer, TAW 10
LISC 1471

ldentifieation: ldentilication made through the use of his ussigned Internment Senal
Number.

CAUSE OF DEATH: Complications of Thyroid Surgery

MANNER OF DEATH: Accitdent
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AUTOPSY REPORT (P)(6)

SWEIDAN, Adnan NLS.
FINAL AUTOPSY DIAGNOSES:

(£

1. Complications of thyroid surgery
A. Status post left hemithyroidectomy
B. Retained foreign hody within the surgical site
C. Penetration of the trachea
D. Occlusion of the trachea rom portion of retained foreign body

H. Evidence of medical intervention present. including ueedle punciure marks in
hoth ante-cubital fossae, ganze handage around the left ante-cubital fossa, and
a ¥ incision on the anterior midline of the neck,

I Mild postmortem changes present

IV. Toxicology tests foy alcohol and screened drugs of abuse and medications are
negative
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AUTOPSY REPORT (P)(6)
SWEIDAN, Adnan M.S.

EXTERNAL ENAMINATION

The body is that of a well-developed. well-nourished appearing, muscular, 68 inch tall,
141 pounds dark-skinned, Caucasoid male whose appearance is consistent with the
reported age range of 30 1o 40 years. Lividity is present and fixed on the posterior
aspeets of the body. Rigor is not present. The body s cold,

The sealp is covered with brown, straight hair o medivm length i a normal distribition.
The irides are brown, the comeae are hazy. the sclerae are white, and the pupils are ronnd
and equal in diameter, The externa) auditory canals are elear. The ears are unremarkable.
Blood is present in the external nares and oral cavity. The lips are atraumatic, The nose

and maxillac are palpably stable. The teeth appear natural and in good condition

The neck is straight and the trachea is midline and mobile; an anterior midline 1/4"
incision exudes pus when manipulated and an anterior midline 2-1:2" healed scar is
below this incision. The chest is symmetnie. The abdomen is protuberant. The wenitalia
are those ol a normal adult male. The tesies are descended and [ree of masses. Pubic
haar is present in a normal distribution. The buttocks and anws are unremarkable.

The upper and lower extremities are symmetric und withowut clubbing or edema.
CLOTHING AND PERSONAL EFFECTS

The following clothing items and personal elfects are present an the hody at the time of
autopsy:

- Green and blood-soaked towel wrapped around the wast

MEDICAL INTERVENTION

- Gauze bandage wrapped around the lefi arm
- Needle punciure marks in the right and lefi ante-cubital lossag
- 1/4" incision of the anterior midline of the neek

RADIOGRAPIS

A complete sel of postmortem radiographs is obuined and demonstrales no significant
injunes,

EVIDENCE OF INJURY

No significant raumatic injury is identilicd mhe external and unemal examinations.
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AUTOPSY REPORT P)6) n
SWEIDAN, Adnan M.S.

INTERNAL EXAMINATION

HEAD:

The galeal and subgaleal sofl tissues of the sealp are free of injury. The calvarium is
intact, as 1s the durn mater beneuth it. Clear cerebrospinal fuid surrounds the 1640 gm
brain, which has unremarkable gyr and suler. Coronal sections demonstrate sharp
demarcation between white and grey matter, withoul hemorrhage or contusive injury.
The veniricles are of normal size. The basal canuli, bramstem, cerehellum. ond arterial
sysiems are {ree of njury or other abnormalities. There are no skull [ractures. The
atlanto-oceipital joint is stable.

NECK:

The anterior strap muscles ol the neck are homogenous and red-brown, with mild edemu
of the strap muscles of the left side. The leh lobe of the thyroid is absent and a blood-
soaked surgical gauze is present i the area previously occupied by the thyroid lobe. The
gauze penctrates into the lumen of the traches througl a 1.5 em in diameter fistula
involving the left lateral aspect of the encoid eanilage. The gauze occludes the airway.
The right thyroid lobe 1s present and unremarkable.  The thyroid cartilage and hyvoid are
intact. The larynx is lined by intact white mucosa. The tongue is ree of bite marks.
hemorrhage, or other injuries.

BODY CAVITIES:

The ribs, stermum, and vertebral bodies are visibly and palpably intact. No excess fluid is
in the pleural, perieardial, or peritoneal cavilies. The organs oceupy their usual anatomic
positions,

RESPIRATORY SYSTEM:

The right and lefl lungs weigh 610 and 590 ym. respeetively. The external surfaces are
smooth and deep red-purple. The pulmonary parenchyima is diffusely congested and
edematous. No mass lesions or areas of consolidation wre present.

CARDIOVASCULAR SYSTEM:

The 350 gm heart is contamed inan mtact pericacdial sac. The epicardial surface is
smoaoth, with minimal a1 investiment. The coronary arteries are present i a normal
distribution, with a right-dominant pattern.  Cross sections of the vessels show no
significant atherosclerosis. The myocardium is homogenous, red-hrown, and firm. The
valve leaflets are thin and mobile. The walls ol the lefi and nght ventricles are 1.1 and
(1.4-cm thick, respectively. The endocardium is smooth and glistening. The aorta gives
rise o three intact and patent arch vessels. The renul and mesenteric vessels are
unremarkable.

LIVER & BILIARY SYSTEM:

The 1510 gm liver has an intact, smooth capsule and a sharp anterior border, The
parcnchyma is lan-brown and congested, with the usual lobular architecture. On
scctioning, there is a 2 em in diameter smoath-walled cystwith thin., cloudy fluid. The
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AuTopsy report )
SWEIDAN, Adnan M.S.

vallbladder contains a minute amount of green-hlack bile and no stones. The mucosal
surface is green and velvely. The exteahepatic hiliary tree is patent.

SPLEEN:
The 190 gm spleen has a smooth, mtact, red-purple capsule. The parenchyma is maroon
and congested, with distinet Malpighian compuscles,

PANCREAS:
The pancreas is firm and vellow-tan, with the usual lobulir architecture. No mass lesions
or other abnormalities are scen.

ADRENALS:
The right and el adrenal glands ace symmetric, with bright yellow cortices and grey
medullac. No masses or areas ol hemorrhage are identi lied.

GENITOURINARY SYSTEM.

I'he right and left kidneys weigh 90 and 100 g respectively. The extemal surfaces are
mtact and smooth. The cut surfaces are red-tan and congested, with umformly thick
corlices and sharp corticomedullary junctions. The pelves are unremarkable and the
ureters are normal in course and ealiber. White bladder mucosa overlics an intact bladder
wall. The bladder contains approximately 10 ce ol clear urine. The prostate 1s normal in
size, with lohwuilar, yellow-tan parenchyma, The seminal vesicles ure unremarkable, The
lestes are free of mass lesions, contusions, or other abnormalitics,

GASTROINTESTINAL TRACT:

The esophagus is intact and lined by smooth, grey-white mucosa, The stomach containg
approximately 250 ml of mixed solids and Muids. The gasiric wall is imact, The
duodenum, loops of small bowel, and colon are nnremarkable. The appendix is present.

ADDITIONAL PROCEDURES

I. Documentary photographs are tuken by OAFME stalT.

2. Trace evidence and loreign material are collected and given Lo investigating
authoritics.

3. Specimens retained for toxicologic testing and/or DNA identification are: vitrcous,
blooad, bile. brain, lung, liver, spleen, kidney. adipose, psoas, and gastric contents.

4. The dissected organs are Torwarded with body.

Personal effects are refeased to the appropriate morltary operations representatives.

6. Identifving marks include: scars on the anterior midline of the neck. lell shoulder
Blade (3), snd left arm; hyperpigmentation of the lefl side ol the chest; and
hypopigmentation of the palin of the lefi i,

=

MICROSCOPIC EXAMINATION
Selected portions of organs are retamed in formalin, without preparation of histologic
slides.
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auTopsy Report (0 6
SWEIDAN, Adnan M.S.

OPINION
This Iraqi d:r.lai:u:t:_’w’t}l{ﬁ\J died ol complications from thyroid surgery.

He developed hyperthyroidism Irom a goiler and had a partial thyroidectomy for
treatment. A retained surgical sponge penetrated into the lumen ol the trachea preventing
adequate air exchange and leading o asphyxi Toxicology tests for alcohol and
screened drugs of abuse and medications are negative. The manner of death is accident.

(b)(6)
(b)(6)

(b)(®) | Medical Fxaminer ~(b)(B) IMedical Examiner
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(REMOVE, REVERSE AND RE-INSERT CARBONS GEIFORE COMPLETING THIS SIDE)

DISPOSITON OF REMAINS
NAME OF MORTICIAN PREPARING NS T GRADE LICENSE NUMBER AND GTATE OTHER
INSTALLATION OR ADDRESS DATE SIGNATURE

NAME OF CEMETERY OR CREMATORY

LOCATION OF CEMETERY OR CREMATORY

TYPE OF DISPOSTION

DATE OF DISPOSTION

REGISTRATION OF VITAL STATISTICS

REGISTRY [Town and Country)

DATE REGISTERED FILE NUMBER

STATE OTHER

NAME OF FUNERAL DIRECTOR

ADDRESS

SIGNATURE Of AUTHORIZED INDIVIDUAL

DD FORM 2064, APR 1977 (BACK)
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