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ACTlONMEMO 

22 December 2008 

FOR: SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
CHAIRMAN, JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF . / 

·~ ). ,: -(_ ___ ---~-

FROM: General David H. Petraeus, Commander, U.S . Central Command 

SUBJECT: Request to Waive Autopsy of Deceased Detainee and Release RemaillS ICO 
Abdul Wali, an Afghan National (ISN US9AF-003082) 

Mr. Secreta1y, Chaimtan, 
The purpose of this memo is to request your approval of the immediate release of detainee 

Abdul Wali's remains to the decedent's family without an autopsy. The Afghan Attorney 
General, Mr. Eshaq Aloko, feels an autopsy of Mr. Wali's remains would cause significant 
political turmOil, and the Commanding General, CJTF-10.1'1 fully supports the Afghan 
government's request to not conduct an autopsy. (TAB A) 

BACKGROUND 

• ~On 18 December 2008 Mr. Wali, a detainee at the Bagram Theater Internment Facility, 
suffered an apparent seizure and was inunediately transferred to the Bagram Combat 
Support Hospital for medical treatment. He died the next morning due to a brain aneurism 
caused by a congenital condition, with no evidence that death was caused by anything other 
than natural causes. (TABS B,C) 

• (U) Department of Defense policy requires that the United States retain custody of 
detamee remams for the purpose of an autopsy unless an alternative determination is made 
by the Aimed Forces Medical Examiner. (TAB D) 

• ~ The Afghan government strongly reconunends that the US govemment not conduct an 
autopsy in this case, due to the potential political problems it could cause as well as 
Information Operations victory it could hand the insurgency. (TAB A) 

RECOMMENDATION 

equest to immediat~ly release the detainee's remains to his family 
• .,, • • i . ! /i 1. 0 0 o 0 .-."0 {'_ PO 

Attachments l~" 
TAB A: CJTF-101 '1 Request to Release Remains 
TAB B: Detainee's Medical Records 
TAB C: CID Initial Report oflnvestigation, 22 December 2004 
TAB D: OSD Policy Guidance, 9 June 2004 
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ACLU DOll CID ROI 30909 

SECRET ~:Vr':' IS?IFOPI:CISP tiSH1' iiiiSPli!ITI' ' liS EXHIBIT: J (o 
ACLU-RDI 5575 p.143


