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Attached item was sent dnrecﬂy to the Department of State. -

- ACTION TAKEN:
A draft reply is attached.
. Adraft reply will be forwarded.
A transiation js attached.
. An information copy of a direct reply is attached
We believe no reSponse is necessary for the reason cited below.
. The Department of State has no objectron to the pmposed travel.
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Mr. Mabeth Bertrand-Henry
Cabinet Bertrand
6, place Sainte Veronique

" 4000 Liege/Belgium

' Dear Mr. Bemand-chry

; : Than.k you for your | lctter of May 12, 2003 to President Bush expressing concemn
A rcgardmg juveniles detained by the United States at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. Please excuse the
- delayed response. These juveniles were releascd from U.S. control at Guantanamo and sent .
. home earlxer this year. . ,

“The dctcntlon of juveniles was in accordance with the laws of war and consistent with the
US. obhgatmns under the Convention ¢ on the Rights of the Child. The United States recognized
_ and respected the special needs of younger detainees and the difficult circumstances surrounding
. "+ thieir situations, and treated the young-enemy" combatants in & manner appropnate to their status
© " and age : _

' Piérxje-Richafd Prosper -
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' REQUIRED ACTION: DIRECT REPLY FURNISH INFO COPY

.. 3 _mmnam 19 JUN 03 - ' ¥ : :
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1 - Mabeth BERTRAND-HENRY
- : ' President of the Commission on Children’s
Correspondence .o
6, plsce Saints Véromigne
4000 Liegs / .
R e ' v U3 Tel +32 (4)25228 &0
v X g : Pax: 432 (4)25293 30
; : E-wsil : mbh@leoxmetbe

GwmuWBmh

President

The Withe House, Omceof&erdﬁnt
1600 Pennsyivania Avenue . :
Weshingtoo DC 20500 USA
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Wemdwplydmbedmlemmmmﬂm-mmuastheadum havehadno
2 mwhwmmrdaﬁvumﬁhavebmdmiedﬂmhngmwchmmgeﬂmhwﬁdmofﬁ
their detention in 8 court of law. : :

Weaminfmmedthatmostoftheﬁoommmmmnﬁmdmﬁnyeeusfoi
24 hours.a day and allowed to exercise in shackles for only 15 minntes twice a week. Such
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objmandthepmposeofthetﬂty .

o ﬁeConvmmthat evaycbﬂddapﬂvadoﬂmwhexlibmyshﬂmethendnm
E prompt access to legal and other appropriate assistance, ss well as the right to challenge the
: - " legality of the deprivation of his or her liberty before a court or other competent, independent
; ' and impartial suthority, and to a prompt decision on any such action™ (art. 40). Article 39 adds
B ey “&emmd&nﬁmwmpumeﬁofacbﬂdshaﬂbammfmmﬂywﬁh&alwmﬂ:han
X 4 be used only as a last resort and for the shortest appropriate period of time”. This provision
‘ - reflects & consensus also expressed in the UN Standgrds Minimum rules for the
» .Amgmmmmmmm;wwmnaﬂmmmw '
” - aftlwierw(y :

y Fm&morc.ﬂwUnimdmhasmhﬁcdﬂwOpﬂmdmmlmmCmmﬁw&
2 : rights of the Child on the iivolvement of children in armed conflicts which reaffirms that “the
B : rights of children requires special protection™ and calls “for contimuous improvement of the - -
3 , situation of children™. It also obliges state parties to ensure thst.children within their
' jurisdiction who have been used in bostilities should be provided with all sppropeiate
. 8 m:sﬁmfor&wpbyﬁcﬂmdwynhdogmlmmdhﬁmaﬂmpaﬁm fot &

: Foﬂowh:gmwnnﬁomismda:ds,dlchﬂdrmmdathemofaghwenmcmmedmthe
i .spemalprotectmnsandmsida'aﬁcnsoutﬁnadabove. g ,

Thereforeﬂ:eComm:sswnonChﬂd:msRighucansﬁ:t immediﬂemleeseof
children in détention at Cap Delta in Guantanamo Bay and you to do an
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