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A draft reply is attach~. 

A dr:att reply wiI~ be forwarded . 

A .translation . is attach~. 
. . 

An ·information copy of a direct reply i~ attached., · . . : . 

we· beli~ve no response is necessary for the reason _cited be!ow. 
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¥r. Mabeth ~ertrand-Henry 
Cabmet B.ertrand 
6, place Sainte Veronique 

· 4000 Liege!B~lg!.uro · · 

Dear Mr- Bertnu~d-Henry; 

United St8:1es' Oepaitmeni.of State 
. . 

Ambassador-at-Large for . 
War. Crimes Issueii 

Washiiigion, D:C.- 20520 

. . Thank you for your.letter of May 12, 2003-to President Bush.expres'sing concern 
regarding juveniles detained by the United States at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. Piease excuse the 

· · delayed response. These juveniles were released from U.S. control at Guantanamo a;ild sent _· 
. home earlier this year. . . - ' . 

· · The detenti_on.ofjuveniles_ was:in accordance w.ith the' laws ofwar.and consistent with the 
ti.S. obligation,S under th<i Convention on.the Rights of the Child. Tb~ United States recognized 

•

. . and re~ted ~he special~eeds of.yo~ger detain~S.~d tM difficult cjrcuins4lflces surrouncling • 
. · · their situaaori.s, and treated th~.young· enemy-oomba~ants in a. manner approI?ri~te to their. status 
· ·' and _age. · 

-.·.· 
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. DATE: 12 MAY 03 

ID 0305817 

DATE: 10 JUL 03 

SUBJ; ·~n F!t UNION INTL pn AVOCATS RE ~HILDRBN !IELD AMONG DETAINEES AT 
.•.· . 

. . GUANTANAMO BAY 
- . . . . . . 

.· 
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Preslda:lt of the Commission on Cbildrell!s 
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CorrapoadeDee 
. - CabQ Bol'tnmd 

6 •. Pllco SaJnte Vtroalqm 
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'J'el: '+-32 (4) 252 21 ~ 
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Georgei·WBuaJa 
President ' 
ThO Withe HOWio, Pftico ~1he Pidident 
1600 Pennsylvania Avea.ue . 
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"· 

· J'Iic C~on ·oil Childrcn'i Rights Wa:s ~ to lcam that" mill~ &rtborities ai·the ·. -
. . _!l.S~ Naval Bue ~n Qwni':!_~ BayJ!m -~ a ti8li@# ofCliil~~-illC.apa ._- .: · 
· - .Qfl3.and.J..S.ycm~na..4lida!n~. . . . · _ _: : · _ · . · .. 

·. . . ............ . . ' 

Following our .infoanatlon. the ~ ~ ~-hm Afsbsnistan eaditz' 1hls. year. 
us Army spo"bsmaa · Lleuteaant. eo~ Bain)' Johnson bu ~.th.al. ell tJie ~ , 

· ~-.. captured u acti~ ~batlmts apinst. US forces". · · 

we m:e ~Y .~ ~ learn ~ 1ho~. children·- .aa Wen as tho adult~• - have. bad no . 
~- IO lawyers ot reJatives· ~ have been.denied· thck ~gbt to cMltenp the lawfuluess. of _ 
thdi- detmdion in a court of law. _ · · 

We are infonned that most of the 600 dCtaiilccs in Oimntaft~ are·crmfined to tiny cells for . 
24 boUrs:a ·day mid allowed 10 eXaQsc in Sliacklea for only 15 minaies twice a weCk.· Such 
canditiOn:s.arc of~ tor all detainees, but they arc partiCuiatlf SbOcJdns. when aps;tied in . 
the caso of ju~es. · · · 

·: . 
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. . 
1hosc. conditioos· (Jf ~on if they_ are ~ coupled with 1be demat of ~ to 
&milies,-JawyCr or co courts am a grave bt'eechoflhe.~~ ~ tO juw:nil~ ~ 
by intei'utioDal law. 

We would like to remind. you· that-the United &ates'has aipd ~ Ctmvntlon on t1¥ Riihti of the C1d/d, -theroby binding itself undcz- fmemaiiom! law nOt IO do an)'thln& 1i> ~ 1hc . 
o~Jeet aad'the puq>Osc ·or~ bat)', . · 

The ~~states that "every~. doprived °of his or her llbaiy sball have~~ to 
prompt eeecs,s to legal aad other appzo~ Mdstance, 18 'Wll, ., dKi rlaht to .challenge tho 
JePHty Of tho dcprlvation ~Ills f'l ~ ~ before a court or otber 'compcunt, independent 
and imPamaJ autbarity. and. to a pmmpt c;Jeclsion on any such action·· (art:. 40). Article, 39 adds 
"the am:$t. detention or.i.mprisomiiem eta ~hild 8ball bo ·in -~ty with thb.1aw aod shall 
ho used only·as a .last rCSOl1 ~d for ~ sbortc3t° app.ropria:fe period of~- This provision . 

. -reflects a -c:onsemui also . -eXp.ressed 1n · the VN Slandqrds· Mll'Jlmum rulu for tlvJ · 
· . .A.dmlnistratJon "f Juwnik Jiatles and the UN Ruin for tJle Proldon of Jlitlem1n ckpmed · · 

of their Llberqi. · · -

~ .the· United ·states has ratified the' ()ptlonDJ ·~· to th. ~n· ~" w · . 
·rlil!fs <Jf tM C1tJl4 on tJrtJ bWommmt of cld'ltJn?J Iii anntft! C!'1flicb which reaffirms. that ~ . 
tights of childn:a ~ specw"protcWon" ,.m ~ 4"for coniimJous imPcovemc:nt of the · · 
situation ·of children"~ It also obliges state · putjes to amurc that . childRn within their 
jurisdictton · ~~ ·have ~ ·used· in. hostiliti~ should ~ . pt'Ovic:'cd wi1h all appIOpliate 

·. assistailcc for their physical aod psyd>ologiCal ~and. their soc::ial reluteitation. · . · . . -. . . . . . '. -

· ·. Following intemadOJlal ~all~ lµider the aie-of·ei.ght.eea. ~entitled to 1:hc 
. . special p.rotectiODS and eoasi~ODS out1incd abOve. . · 

. " 

. Respectfully y~;. 

QI002 
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