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The s

Taliban and al Qaeda fighters, andz¥is
‘Deefient Dick Cheneyand otherhard ln
" ers, i0 pretend they don'tilpfael

“The lawfs thé  law

‘conventions do nd apply to mdependent ‘
: _;mllma, the Taliban: and
*bighters were clearly ﬁghtmg as the armed
' forces of the Afghan regime. Only the al
“Qaeda recruits bemg tmned fo: terrorist .-
wpdd wou!df #

RESIDENT BUSH seerns eo

“tured in’ the Afghan conﬂx:t. In, aa;-

pr&ss conference yesterday, he called them

“pnsoners” thiree times, before ootrechng \
y hxmse!fandmlhngthem “detainees.”

‘Bush’s cgnfus:on is the result of aa;ﬂ"
rggad blic dispute between Sec- -

that the Geneva Caonventions cover. the

S!ate Colin Powell, who_notes

la‘am“'“t st%ﬁ%e Umted 5

.States and Afghanistan are signatories of
the Geneva Conventions. Although Wash-

| . ington withheld diplomatic recognition -

from the Taliban, the conventions give

. POW status to all “members of regular
armed forces who profess allegiance to a' .

gcwemment or an authority not recog-

‘not be covered. .. -, = ?
oy l!nten'ogatmn Nothmg in the con- -
ventions precludes interrogating POWSs. . .
“With orwnhoutPOWstams,uwi]lbede‘_ :
. ficult to encourage hostile detainees to’
_ provide information. In the absence of tor- - -
« - ture, which is explicitly barred by the con- .-
* ventions and US. law, pléa bargaxmng is °
likely to be the mterrogators’ main tactic. - -

th

< Operations elsewhere

- Prosecution. , The convennons ex-
plam that POW status does not protect de-

tainees from being charged with war -
¢rimes, mmesagams&humamty, or o!her o~
':'.-wohnomofUSmmnalhw Ehing ' HE 88
“The United States catiriot cherry-pick ~

international law, obeymg certain man-

»ring others.- Bush should

tised by the detsinivg pr | TNICL ASSTFTED 8 %
NCAGEARDUP. bepartment of StO Seeb NI HOBTIQDOVE BKEDD4/11/2012

t'al Qaeda. -
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: UREPESSIFIED

it ‘ - RELEASED IN FULL
THE WHITE HOUSE p - C=
. 2 WASHINGTON g_.E;— .

COURIERED

- TO: MS
DATE: HQ lal ,ggl ( Q

CONTROL NUMBER: (P o0 see O&‘k}_@h@

We are forwarding the enclosed constituent BULK mail for your review and direct response to the

. constituent. President Bush is requesting that all Federal agencies respond to constituent BULK
mail within 30 days. Once you have responded to the constituent, please fax me (202-456-2992) a
copy of that response letter. We no longer need your copy of the original correspondence returned
to us.

If you have questions about these procedures or need to provide updated contsct information,
you may reach Meredith Anderson at (202) 456-7486; by fax at (202) 456-5502; or by email at
Meredith Anderson@who.eop.gov

President Bush appreciates your cooperation and assistance.

Sincerely,

S uastaa_

Anne Crowther

Director

Agency Liaison

Presidential Correspondence

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE
REVIEW AUTHORITY: SHARON E AHMAD

DATE/CASE ID: 30 DEC 2009 200900076 UNCLAS SIFIED
UN%\L(%EEJ -FIEBI upg 2Department of StdiO Eded KSIFHSATIRDOYH BKE04/11/2012



