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MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy,Director for·Science and Technology 

VIA': 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Director, Office of Technical SerVice 

Director, \......_ __ .--_____ ___.1 OTS 

~ OTS Support to CIA's 
Interrogation Programs 

'· 

····-- ..................... . 

1. rrsJ The Office, of· Technical Service began 
direct support to the'CTC Managed Interrogation Program!on 
[)April 2002 with the ···initial· inter-~gE:mcy interrogation ~f 
Abu .Zubaydah. This·support continued through the summe~ of 
2002 where OTS dir~ctly support~d ~TC in the develop~ent of 
enhanced interrogation techniques and seeking the neces~ary 
Department of Justice and·White House approvals. In July 
2002, OTS had two' survival Evasion ~esistance and Escape· .. 
(SERE) psychologists/interrogation trained IC contractors 
and one SERE psychologist on staff. In August of 2002, :oTs 
.sought and acquired the service.s of a senior instructor ; 
from I ~ho has. _experti'se. background in interrogation ) · 
resistance techniques. I~ the spring of 2003,· ~he IC I 
contractors and the c===Jsenior.instructor·were.assigneq· to 
support CTC/RDG. · l . . . i 

OTS directiy supported CTC in the 

our SERE 
prov1 e . 1 

t..,-n...,.t_e_r_m-r7t-:-t .. e-n-=-t--..d,...1_r_e_c-=-t--s--up_p_o __ r __ tr--t.-o---t"'h.-e---,c==T::C=--. i.-n:-:t--'erroga tions • jThe 
I I senior · in~tructor · is being directly manage~ by l . 
C/CTC/RDG and is·providing training, facility management 
and direct interrogation support at CTC/RDG black sites ! 
world~ide. ·: .. : 

. . . . . i 
3 . rrsJ I Support: to CTC - I !direct support · 

to CTC's interrogatiop program.began in April 2~02 when IAbu 
Zubaydah .was captured. · · · . 

I 
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a. Initial Support: ·Two\ \officers, one a
1

: 

. SERE certified SERE psychologist and an IC 
psychologist/interrogator traveled to the~l --~~--~ 
facility! I From April 2002 thrpug~ 
July 2002, these· officers provided OV«;!!rsight. 'I 
·support to two 'FBI agents, _a CIA! l;:md 
a in the qu~stioning of!Ab~ 
Zubaydah. . . · . . [ 

b. Development of Enhanced-Interrogation Telhni=jes: 
:rn July 2002, at the direction of C/CTC ,. 

· officers directly supported CTC.in the 1 

development of more agg~essive interrogation I 
techni~es needed to acquire information fromfAbu 
Zubaydah who continued to use resistance to -~ 

, I 

interrogation techniques against routine i 
questioning. ·r==Jsupported CTC with providing 
scientific data, outside expert consultationsland 
expertise in·the design of the enhanced I 
interrogatio~ techniques·. Thi~ support resul~ed . 
in CTC and CIA General Counsel, withDCI. 1 

approval, to seek Department of Justice and-white 
• . . 1 

House General Counsel approval·for the enhanced 
techniques. ·These techniques were approved ib 

-early August 2002, .and Abu·zU1Jaydah's . 1· 
interrogati?n began. Of particular note, beca~se 
of the safeguards d~signed into the technique~· 
ana with the qualified medical profession~ls at 
th~ site, OOJ did not.v~ew ~hese techniques a~. 
torture as no intentional harm was intended.· I 

• . ! 

. i 
c. Active Support to CTC' s Interrogation ·Program·~ 

Begirtning with the 0~, White House and Gener~l· 
counsel approval, the two. IC SERE · ·! 
psycholOgists/interrogators began to actively! 
interrogate Abu Zub~ydah'at the· I ifaciltty. 

·.~ther HVT's arrived and in·s~quence these HVTrs. 
were also interrogated.· In each case the I 
saf~guards in place dictated that only Hqs.pr~~ 
approved ~echniques could be used. · j 

I , 
I 

. . I 
d. Training support: ·.In Fall 2002, OTS 

1

ac:Jredl the 
servi~es of a Senior Instructor from wh?se 

~.,_.. ______ -'. was as a SERE instruct.Qr. Thts 

2 
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. I 
officer supported CTC/RDG with the design of two 

I 

courses, the Interrogators course and a I 
debriefer's course. The officer was'also the 
certifying official for the interrogators course, 
ensuring the graduates exercised the appropriate 

" • I . interrogat1on techn~ques, control and behavio~~· 
Of particular importance is both courses I 
emphasized the legal, regulatory and policy f~r 
CIA's interrogation program. As additional CIA' 
officers and contractors were certified.as 
interrogators, the OTS IC's. were placed more into 
a non-interrogati~n, supporting role~.. . .·1 

e. During the l_ate Fall 2002, the I jinstructo:r: ··. 
traveled to! Ito review the conditions ofl~he 

.I !detention and -inter'rogation center. This 
trip'was in response to the Gul Rahman ·death ~nd 
after a thorough review of the facili.ty, the 0 
instructo~, who is a SERB expert, recommended! 
critical c~anges to thel !facility. This 
recommendation was given to C/CTC. . . \ 

f.'Phasing .out: In the spring of· 2003, at the l 
request of C/CT~c===] with one_exception, OTsj 

· pha,sed out of the direct s~pport . to the i 
interrogation program. Specifically, the two!IC 
contracts were transferred to CTC/RDG and the!: 
IC's tasking ·came'directly from C/CTC/RDG. T~~: 
c===Jin~tructor·was surged to CTC/RDG, and . i . 
·although he is-still carried on OTS's personnel· 
.complement,- his daiiy. supervision is from · I 

. c/c:rc/RDG. T~e ·exception is the l I . t 
I joffiaer, who is' a SBRE psychologist, 1· 

infrequ~ntly·supports renditions and provide~/ 
interrogation suppo~t. . · · 1 

I" 

As part of'our assessment~. officers 
a so .ob.served some debriefings: ··'The focus of these eff9rts 
tended to be on developing a -general p-icture of the HVD!s 
personalit~es to provide s~ggested approaches for I 

! 
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r 
debriefers to take td elicit more information. I \ 
officers did not witness abusive h vior on behalf of the 
debriefers ~o=r~--------------------~~~~~~--~~l·re9ent 
experience he observed 1 the. 
detaine·es being treated· in a respectful, humane manner .:by 

· all personnel present . ! 

l 
. 6. ~ ·1 Debriefing .Support to I l: I 
Throughout I I s~pport to CTC' s ·interrogation pr()gram,\ 
IC's and officers support he in~errogation of HVT's in 
the· I !facility. is not ·aware of OTS providing 
any interrogation support at militarY [ 
facilities. ' 

i 
· 7. ~ I ·since· Spring 2003, OTS has not b~~n 

in the.direct coordination channels with CTC/RDG·. With \the 
transfer of Of'S' s contractor resources .t~ CTC/RDG, I il no 

'longer was in the chain of command of the OTS experts. 1 

·Although.thel IInst~uctor is still on our·personnel I · 
compl~ment, the agreement _with C/CTCc===Jis.OTS managers 
we~e not to be briefed on the.compartment~d p~rtions of lthe 
program. CTC interrogation activities, post Spring 2003, 
should be refe~rEKI to C/CTcc=J . · . ·i · 

• • I 

! 

·. 
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