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TEXT: 

1.. ACTI:O� -REQUIRED: - -·PLEASE .SEE BELOW. 

USE OF ENHANCED 

- 2. �rs CABLE PROVIDES BACKGROUND" ON THE LEGAL ASPECTS OF �E USE OP ENHANCED INTERROGATION. TECHNIQUES .AND IS PROVIDED IN 
THE HOPE TH.Z'\T IT WILL PROVE USEFUL. 

3. IN. GENERAL, THE APPLICABLE FEDERAL LAW· DESCRIBED IN 
PARAGRAP.HS 6-9 BELOW SETS FORTH CERTAIN OUTE� LIMITS FOR THE 
CONDUCT OP INTERROGATIONS BY USG PERSONNEL, AND REQU·IRES THAT THE 
USE OF IN.TERROGATION TECHNIQUES IN SPECIFIC �NSTANCES WILL NOT 
ENGENDER LAST ING AND SEVERE. MENTAL OR PHYSICAL HARM TO THE. 
DETAINEE. IT IS UNDERSTOOD TH.Z'\T SOME INTERROGATION" TECHNIQUES 
INCORPORATE MILD PHYS.ICAL PRESSURE, WHILE OTHERS MAY PLACE A 
DETAINEE UT PEAR FOR HIS LIFE� IT IS NOT INTENDED, "HOWEVER, THAT 
THE DETAINEE ACl'.UALLY SUFFER SEVERE PHYSICAL OR MENTAL PAIN; IN 
ADDITION., APPROPRIATELY :!'RAINED MEDICAL AND. P$YHOLOGICAL. PERSONNEL 

ARE PRESENT THROUGHOUT THB ·PROCESS . OUR ATTORNEYS HAVE PRESENTED 
OUR LEGAL ANAi.YSIS TO THE LEGAL ADVISER TO THE NSC, TO THE OFFICE 
OP LEGAL COuNSEL AT THE DBPARTMENT OF .nJSTICE, AND TO THE CRIMINAL 
DIVISION· AT .fuS.TICE, AND THE COUNSEL TCi THE P.RESIDENX HAS BEEN 
BRIEFED AS WEL"L. 

4 • THE ENHANCED TECHNIQUES. 

SP.ECIFI.C INTERROGATION TEAM MEMBERS MAY REQUEST PRIOR 
APPROVAL FROM HQS TO EMPLOY ANY OR ALL OF THE FOLLOWING ENHANCED 
TECHNIQUES, :WHlCH· AAB MORE FULLY DESCRIBED IN PARAGRAPH S BELOW, 
AGAI·NST A :SPECI·FIC DETAINEE: THE A'l'TENTION GRASP·1 WALLING; FACIAL 
HOLD; FACIAL SLAP (INSULT ·SLAP); CRAMPED CONFINEMENT; WALL 
STANDING; .STRESS POSI'IIONS·; SLEEP DEPRIVATION; USE OF. DIAPERS; USE 

HARMLESS INSECT.$; ANr> THE WATER ·BOARD. WB NOTE THAT THESE 
I.QUES ARE. USED ON U.S. MILITARY PERSONNEL DURING SERE 

NING (WITH THE EXCEPTION OF DIAP.ERS AND REAL INSECTS, ALTHOUGH 
SERE TRAINING DOES MA.KE USE OF SIMULATED SNAKES, INSECTS, ET 
,CETERA, AS WELL . AS FORCED CROSS-DRESSING). NORMALLY, A MEDICAL 
EXPERT W.ITH SERE EXPERIENCE WILL BE PRESENT THROUGHOUT THE. 
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IMPLEMENTA!l'ION 0F THESE PROCEDURES; PER THE SERE· PS'Y:CHOLOGISTS., 
� ANTICI�ATION OF THESE TECHNIQUES IS OFTEN WORSE THEN THE 
ACT�ONS THEMSELVES. 

- s. BRIEF DESCRIPTIONS OF THE �ARA 4 TECHNIQUES FOLLOW: 

A'ITENTION. GRASP: IN A CONTROLLED AND QUI.CK MOTION, GRASP 
THE DETAINEE W�TH BOTH HANDS, ONE ON EACH SIDE OF THE COLLAR 
OPEN·lNG,. JiN THE S� MOTION,. DRAW HIM l'OWAROS YOU. 

-·- WALLING·: l'HE DETAINEE .IS ST00D IN FRONT OF A SPECIALLY 
E:ONSTRUCTED FLEXIBLE WALL. HIS HEELS TO.OCH THE. WALL. THE .DETAINEE 
IS PULLED FORWARD AND THEN QUICKLY AND FIRMLY PUSH-ED INTO THE 
WALL.. THE HEAD AND NECK ARE SUPPORTED WiTH A ROLLED HOOD OR TOWEL 
THAT PROVIDES A C-COLLAR EFFECT TC:> ·HELP PREVENT WHIPLASH. CONTACT 

Wl.TH THE .WALL IS MADE WITH THE DETAINEE'S SHOULDER BLADES. "TO 
REDUCE TH& PROBABII;.IT.Y OF. INJ(JRY ,. THE Dl;:TAINEE IS ALLOWED TO 
REBOUND FROM THE WALL. 

' i -- FACIAL HOLD: ONE OPEN PALM. IS PLACED ON EITHER SIDE OF 
THE INDlV.IDUAL'S FACE, FINGERTIPS WELL AWAY FROM THE INDIVIDUAL'S 
EYES. THE GOAL IS TO HOI:.D THB HEAD· IMMOBii,E .. 

-- FACIAL SLAP (INSULT SLAP} : THE" SLAP IS DELIV·ERED W.ITH 
"FINGERS: SLIGHTLY' SPREAD. CONTACT SHOUL1' BE MADE. WlTlj THE � 
DIRECTI.iY BETWEEN. THE TIP OF THE CHIN AND. THE BOTTOM OF THE 
·coRRESE!ONDING EARLOBE. THE GOA'.L -OF THE FACIAL SI.AP IS TO INDUCE" 
SHOCK AND SURPRISE, NOT SEVERB OR LASTING PAIN. 

-- CRAMQ-ED CONFINEMENT: INDIV.IDUALS ARE PLACED IN A·CONFINED 
SPACE THE DIMENSION OF WHICH RESTRICTS · MOVEMENT. THE CONTAINER IS 
USUALLY DARK� INDIVIDUALS MAY BE KEPT IN LARGER CONFINEMENT �S FOR � TO 18 HOURS, AND SMA:l:rLER CONFINEMENT BOXES FOR ONE· 

WALL STANDING : THIS TEeHNIQUE IS USED TO INDUCE FATIGUE. 
THE INDIVID\1AL. STANDS APPROXIMATELY 4 OR 5 FEET FROM A WA!t"L, WITH 
-HIS PBET SPREAD APPROXIMATELY SHOULDER WIDTH.. WITH ARMS 
·OUTSTRETCHED IN F.RONT, FINGERS RESTING ON THE WALL SUP·PORTING BODY 
WEIGHT.". IND.IVIDUALS ARE NOT ALLOWED TO MOVE OR REPOSITION THEIR 
F·EET OR. WWJ)S. 

-- STRESS POSITIONS: A VARIETY OF STRESS POSITIONS ARE 
POSSIBLE. THBY" FOC!US ON PRODUCING MILD PHYSICAL DISCOMFORT FROM 
PROLONGED MUSCLE USE, RATH-ER THAN PAIN ASSOCIATED WI.TH CONTORTIONS 
OR TWIST.ING OP THE SOOY. .AMONG THESE ARE HAYING (A) THE DETAINEE 
S·IT ON THE FLOOR WITH LEGS EXTENDED STRAIGHT OUT IN FRONT OF HIM 
WITH- HIS ARMS RAISED ABOVE HTS HEAD; AND (B) HAVING 'rHE DETAI$E 
.KNEEL ON THE FLOOR AND LEAN •BACK" AT A 4·5 DEGREE JWGLE. 

_.;. SLEEP DEPRIVATION: PREVENT.ING SLEEP IS INT.ENDED TO HAVE 
THE. 

EPF.BCT OF REDUCING. A DETAINEE"' S ABILITY TO THINK ON HIS FEET 
ANt). TO· MOWIVATE "HIM TO COOPERATE BECAUS& OF THB DISCOMFORT 
ASSOCIATED WITH THE LACK OF SLEEP. FOR MOST PEOPLg, THE EFFECTS 
OF SLEEP DEPRIVATION REMIT· AFTER ONE OR TWO NIGHTS OP 
UNlNTERRUPTED SLEEP.. IN RARE CIRCUMSTANCES., INDIVIDUALS 
PREDISPOSED TO PSYCHOLOGICAL PROBLEMS MAY DISPLAY "ABREACTIONS., BUT 
THESE TOO GENE·AALLY ·REMIT AF'l'ER "THE: I·NDIVIDUAL SLEEPS. THE RECORD 
(.GUkNNESS BOOK OF WORLD RECORDS) FOR VOLUNTARY SLEEP DEPRIVATION 

rs 205 HOURS WITH THE SUBJECT SHOWING NO S·IGNIPICANT PSYCHOLOGICAL •OBLEMS AND" .QUICK RECOVERY AFTER ONE OR ·TWO DA);S OP SLEEP. 

-- USE OF DIAPERS; I 
I I CARE MOST BE TAKEN 

1'0 KEEP HOMAN WASTE. PROM CliE.A'l'ING OR ENHANCING INFECTIONS. 
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. -- INSECTS: WHERE A DETAINEE APPEARS TO HAVE A FEAR OF 
INSECTS, ONE POSS:IB.ILITY IS TO THREAT.EN TO PLACE. STINGING INSECTS 
INTO THE CRAMPED CONFINEM·ENT BOX WITH HIM, BUT INSTEAD PLACE �LESS INSECTS. THE PURPOSE OF THIS WOULD BE ·To ·PLAY OFF H!S �S AND INCREASE HIS SENSE ·OF DREAD AND MOTIVATE HIM TO AVOID 
THE BOX IN THE FUTURE ·ey COOPERATING ·WITH THE INTERROGATOR'· S 
REQUESTS. 

THE WATER BOARD: THE DETAINEE IS BOUND SECURELY TO AN 
INCLINED BENCH. INl.T.IALLY A CLOT.H IS P.LACED· ·OVER HI-S FOREHEAD AND 
EYES. .AS WA'l'ER IS APPLIED IN A CONTROLLED MANNER, THE CLOTH IS. 
SLOWLY. LOWER·ED UNTIL IT ALSO COVERS THE MOtrrH AND .NOSE. ONCE 'l'HE 
CLO.TH I=S ·SATURATED AND COMPL"ETELY COVERING THE MOtrrH AND NOSE, THE 
DETAINEE WOULD BE EXPOSED TO 20 TO 40 SECONDS OF RESTRICTED 
A:IRPLOW. WATER IS APP.LIED TO KEEP THE CLOTH SATURATED. AFTER THE 
2.0 TO 40 SECONDS OP RESTRICTED AIRFLOW,. THE CLOTH I'S REMOVED AND 
THE DETAz.NEE IS ALLOWED TO BREATHE UNIMPEDED·. AFTER 3 OR 4 FULL 
BREATHS, THE. PROCEDURE MAY BE REPEATED·. WATER IS lJSUA.hl.Y APPLIED 
PROM A·CANTBEN CUP OR SMALL WATERING CAN WITH A SPOUT. 

6 • L·EGAL BACKGROUND. 

IN ·GENERAL, THE LAW l?.ROVIDBS Tf{AT IT IS A �EDERAL CRIME FOR 
JliJ!tY PERSON ACTING "UNDER COLOR OP LAW" (WHICH WO-qLD INCLUDE, OP 
COURSE, ALL MEMBERS OF THE INTERROGATION TEAM AND OTHER PERSONNEL 
A·S "WELL) TO ENGAGE IN CONDUC::T THAT rs "SPECIFICALLY "INTENDED 'PO 
INF�ICT SEVERE PHYSICAL QR MENTAL PAIN OR SUFFERING . • . UPON 
.ANOTHER PERSON WITHIN Hts CUSTODY OR PHYSICAL CONTROL." THE 
STATUTE PROV;J:DBS' THAT ANY. PERSON WHO VIOIATES THOS·E P.ROH·IBITIONS 
"SHALL BE PINED UNDER (THE U.S. CRIMINAL CODE) OR IMPRISONED NOT 
MORE THAN 20 YEARS, OR BOTH, AND IF DEATH RESULTS TO ANY PERSON 
FROM CONDUCT PROH:IB'ITI<D BY nus SUBSECTION (I . E. , T·HAT QUOT.ED 

�VE) , SHALL BE PUNISHED BY DEATH OR IMPRISONED FOR ANY TERM ·OF 91.Rs OR FOR LIFE." 

·THE STATUTE DEFINES "SEVERE MENTAL. PAI� OR SUFFERING" AS "THE 
P.ROLONGED MENTAL HARM CAUSED BY OR RESULTING FROM: (A) THE 
INTENTIONAL INFLICT:ION OR THREATENED lNF.LICTION OF SEVERE PHYSICAL 
P.AIN OR SUFFERING; (B) THE ADMIN·ISTRATION OR APPLICATION, OR 
THREATENEE> AllMIN�STRATION OR AP.PLlCATiON, OF MIND-ALTER:ING 
SUBSTANCES OR OTHER PROCEDUR·ES CALCULATED TO DISRUPT PROFOUNI:>I:.Y 
THE SBNSES OR PERSONALITY; .(C) THE THREAT OF IMMINENT DEATH; OR 
.(1>) THE 'FHR.EAT THAT ANOTHER PERSON. WIJ:.L IMMINEM'FLY BE SUBJECTED TO 
DEATH·, SEVERS PHYSICAL PAIN OR SUFFERING, OR THE ADMINISTRATION OR 
APPLICATION OF MIND-ALTERING SUBSTANCES OR OTHER PROCEDURES 
CALCULATED TO DISRUPT PROFOUNDLY THE SENSES OR ·PERSONALITY-.• 

. . 

7. ACCORDINGLY, THE JUSTICE DEPARTMEN'P APPROVAL · FOR HQS TO 
AtrrHORI.ZB THE USB OF ENHANCED TECHNI.QUES IN SPECIFIC INSTANCES· 
RELIES UPON OUR REPRESENTATION THAT THOSE TECHNIQUES, WHEN APPL�ED 
B� APPROPRTA�ELY T.RAINED PERSONNEL, SHOULD NOT RP� NOT PRODUCE 
.SEVERE MENTAL OR PHYSICAL. PAIN OR SUFFER1:NG. FOR EXAMPLE, THE USE 
OF -SPECfFIC ENHANCED TECHNIQUES MAY BE AtrrHORIZED WHERE, IN LtGHT 

· OF THE SPECI.FIC I·NT.ERROGA'fOR' S �P.BRIENCE W:ITH "THOSE PROCEDURES 
AND THE SPECI-FIC DETAINEE' .S OWN CHARA�TERISTICS ., NEITHER ANY 
SEVERE PHYS!.CAL INJURY {SUCH AS THE LOSS OF A LIMB OR ·ORGAN.), NOR 
DEATH, NOR PROl.tONGED MENTAL HARM CONTINUING FOR A PERIOD OF MONTHS 
OR YEARS (SUCH AS THE CREATION OF PERSISTENT POSX-TRAUMATIC STRESS 
DISORDER) SHOULD RESULT FROM THEIR USE". INDEED., JUSTICE CONCLUDED 
THAT THE USE OF ENHANCED TECHNIQUES �AREFULLY APPlrIED B� •PROPRIATE PERSONNEL PURSUANT TO PRIOR HQS APPROVAL WOULD NOT 

;\IE THE ·"SPECIFIC INTENT " TO INFLICT S·EVBRE MENTAL OR PHYS.I.CAL 
I-N. OR. SUFFERING., ·/!ND Tffl,i:REFORE WOULD NOT VIOI:.A'J1E THE :j:.AW-. 

-- . FOR EXAMPLE, THB DEEARTMENT OF JUST.ICE CONCLUDED THAT ALTHOUGH 
"THE USE OF THE WATERBOARD CONSX�TUTBS A THREAT OF IMMlNENT 
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DEATH",. NO "SEVERE PHYSICAL OR MEN-TAL PAIN OR SUFFERING" I"S 
ACTUALLY EXPECTED TO BE PRODUCED WHEN THE" TECHNIQUE IS APPLIED 
WITH PR:LOR HQS APPROVAL BY TRAINED AND EXPERIENCED PERSONNEL. 

• � . FOR T�·ESE REASONS, WE FULL.Y DOCUMENT IN AD�ANCB ANY 
CISIONS TO .EMPLOY ANY ENHANCED TECHNIQUES, ALONG· WITH THE 

CRITERIA T·HAT HAVE BEEN EMPLOYED IN MAKING THOSE DECISIONS. THIS 
HELPS ESTABLISH '!!HAT THERE IS INDEED NO "SPECIFIC INTENT" TO 
INFLI.CT ns!ifVERE "PHYSICAL OR MENTAL PAIN 9R SUFFERING" UPON ANY 
DETAINEE. , THE CRI.TI-CAL NEED FOR SUCH ·DOCUMENTATION IS REINFORCED 
BY THE CONCERN THAT A DETAINEE MAY SUFFER A HEART ATTACK, FOR 
EXAMPLE, AND DIE IN THE. COURSE OF HIS DETENTION. "THE 
"DOCUMENl'ATION SERVES A NUMBER OF FUNCTIONS, NOT THE LEAST OF WHICH 
IS TO PROTECT TIIE OF·FIC·ERS ON OUR INTERROGATION. T.EAMS. 

IN THIS RESPECT, THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE ADVISED US BY 
LETTER ON 13· JULY 2002 THAT "SRECIFIC INTENT CAN BE NEGATED BY A 
SHOWING OF GOOD FAITH . . . .  IF, FOR EXAMPL�, EFFORTS WERE MADE TO 
DETERMINE WHAT LONG-TERM IMPACT, IF ANY, SPBCIPI"C CONDUCT WOULD 
HAVE AND· I.T WAS LEARNED THAT THE CONDUCT WOULD NOT RESULT IN 
PROLONGED MENTAL. HARM, ANY ACT.IONS TAKEN. RELYING ON THAT ADVICE 
WOULD HAVE TO BE. UNDERTAKEN IN GOOD PAITH. DUE DILIGENCE TO MEET 
nus STANDARD "MIGHT INCLUDE SUCH ACTIONS AS SURVEYING PROFESSIONAL 
LI�ERATURE, CONSULTING WITH .EXPERTS, OR EVIDENCE GAINED FROM PAST 
EXPERIENCE. ·n· 

·9. ADDITIONALLY, AND AS REPRESENTED TO JUSTICE., WE ALSO 
DOCUMENT" THAT THE PERSONNEL ENGAGED IN THE USE OF ENHANCED 
TECHNIQUES POSSESS EXTENSIVE EXPERIENCE ON THE PSYCHOLOGICAL AND 
PHYSICAL METHODS OP INTERROGATION AND THE RESISTANCE TECHNIQUES 
EMPLOYED AS COUNTERMEASURES TO· Sl:JCH INT·ERROGATION. THE DEPARTMENT 
OF JUSTICE ALSO HAS RELIED UPON OUR REPRESENTATIONS THAT WE 00,NOT � TO· PERMIT ANY DB�AINBE TO DIE IN THE COURSE OF SUCH ��VITIES, AND THAT WE HAVE AP.PROPRIATBLY TRAINED MEDICAL 
PERSONNEL ON-SITE TD ENSURE THE AVAILABILITY OF EMERGENCY RESPONSE 
SHOULD A DETAINEE S�FFER A POTENTIALLY LETHAL CONSEQUENCE. 
NONETHELESS, JUSTI"CE DOES RECOGNIZE THAT THE RISK IS EVER PRESENT 
THAT A DETAINEE MAY SUFFER A HEART J\TTACK, STROKE, OR OTHER 
ADVERSE EVENT REGARDLESS OF THE CONDITIONS OF THE DETENTION AND 
INTERROGATION, AS THAT POTENTIAL IS ALWAYS !?RESENT WHETHER AN 
INDIVIDUAL IS UNDER DETENTION OR NOT. 

l:O. WE HOPE THIS BACKGROUND IS HELPFUL, AND STAND READY TO 
PROVIDE ANY ADDITIONAL INFORMATION YOU MAY NEED. THANKS AND 
REGARDS. 

END OF MESSAGE 
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